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Thanks to the Daughters 
of the American Revolu-
tion and  Adams Memorial, 
a landmark is restored. 
HISTORY, 3B

Teachers are using farm-
to-table education to 
supplement third graders’ 
studies.
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A five-year-old’s murder 
raises anger, sadness and 
questions; governor calls 
for accountability and ref-
ormation in Illinois’ DCFS.  
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Thursday is the National 
Day of Prayer, and this 
year’s theme references 
John 13:34.
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Summer is the season of 
plentiful fruits, and one of 
the best fruity treats is the 
classic dumpling.
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The Paris Lady Tigers 
pciked up their 22nd win 
of the season, breaking a 
12-year-old school record 
by defeating Red Hill 13-2 
Friday at PHS  SPORTS, 
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and have fun with us on 
Facebook! Search for The 
Prairie Press and “like” us.
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BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The David and Goliath bat-
tle between local landowners 
and utility giant Ameren Illi-
nois is all but over except for 
the settling of the dust, but in 
this case, the giant won.

Attorney Craig Smith, who 
represented the landowners in 
Edgar County Circuit Court 
and appeals to the Illinois Su-
preme Court, said the April 15 
decision by the U.S. Supreme 
Court not to accept the case 
seals a victory for Ameren. 
As is customary, the court de-
clined the case without com-
ment or explanation.

“They don’t have any other 
options,” Smith said about his 
clients. “We have letters going 
out to everybody.”

Landowner Tom Ogle 
attended the Edgar County 

Board study session Monday, 
April 22, and expressed his 
gratitude to the board mem-
bers for providing moral sup-
port over the last five years. 
The county board repeatedly 
denied Ameren’s request for 
a road use agreement to run 
heavy equipment over county 
roads during the building of a 
high-voltage transmission line 
across the county. According 
to board members, it was inap-
propriate to grant the road use 
agreement while the matter 
remained in litigation.

“The Supreme Court will 
not hear our case,” said Ogle, 
adding he has a meeting 
scheduled with an Ameren 
land acquisition representative 
to start negotiations for right 
of way access on his property. 
“You guys do what you need 
to do to protect our roads. 

We’ve exhausted our options.”
As a point of clarification, 

the county cannot prohibit 
Ameren from using county 
and township roads. The road 
use agreement is a legal mech-
anism by which Ameren is 
held responsible for infrastruc-
ture damage caused during the 
construction phase. Without 
such an agreement in place, 
there is limited recourse for 
assigning liability.

All of this started more than 
five years ago when Ameren 
obtained permission from the 
Illinois Commerce Commis-
sion (ICC) to build a 340,000-
volt transmission line across 
the state. The route went 
through various iterations un-
til the ICC approved a final 
course through Edgar County.

Ogle, and 34 other land-
owners, joined forces to stop 

the line crossing their various 
properties, claiming they were 
never notified their land was 
included as part of the route. 

Smith successfully argued 
in circuit court the process 
used by the ICC without noti-
fying the affected landowners 
in advance was a violation of 
the due process guarantees in 
the U.S. Constitution. During 
the local court proceedings, 
Ameren attorneys insisted the 
local landowners must have 
received advance notice of the 
intent to use their property 
but failed to provide any docu-
mentation verifying the claim.

A split Illinois Supreme 
Court overruled the circuit 
court by declaring the trial 
court lacked jurisdiction to 
consider due process claims as 
applied to ICC decisions. The 
state high court ordered the 

matter back to Edgar Coun-
ty Circuit Court for eminent 
domain trials with a specific 
instruction the trial judge may 
not consider the issue of due 
process.

That decision provided a 
victory to Ameren but the 
high court also blocked the 
utility from immediately pur-
suing eminent domain cases 
while the landowners, through 
attorney Michael T. Reagan, 
pursued an appeal to the U.S. 
Supreme Court.

Smith said Ameren is now 
free to bring eminent domain 
proceedings against any of the 
landowners that continue to 
refuse negotiations for a finan-
cial settlement for creating a 
right of way on their property.

For legal practicality, Smith 
prefers mediating disputes 

Ameren is the winner
Landowners exhaust legal options after Supreme Court declines to hear their case

See AMEREN, Page 8A

SAFELY DISPOSING OF PRESCRIPTIONS

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Pharmacist Steve Benefiel, left, Deputy Brice Stratton, right, and Edgar County Sheriff Jeff Wood, background, staff 
a drug take back station sponsored by Community Addiction Response and Education (CARE) on Earth Day, April 
22. The drug take back gives area residents a way to safely dispose of unused prescription medicines and dated 
over-the-counter products. A goal is to prevent prescription medicine, especially opioids, from falling into the wrong 
hands.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Earth Day is generally a low-key 
affair in Edgar County but a couple of 
activities happened that in their own 
way are beneficial.

Prospect Bank sponsored a shred 
day giving people an opportunity to 
dispose of old documents in a confi-
dential manner.

A truck from Data Management 
Shredding of Terre Haute, Ind., was 
parked in front of the bank Monday, 
April 22.

“It’s been busy,” said Randy Bed-
well, who was operating the shredder 
on the truck.

People pulled up and gave Bed-
well bags and boxes of documents to 
shred. Everything was dumped into 
large wheeled totes and when the 
container was full a mechanism on 
the truck lifted the tote, dumping the 

paper into a shredder. 
As part of the process, the shredded 

paper was blown into the back of the 
truck and compressed to make room 
for more.

Bedwell said at the end of the day 
his truck’s contents along with other 
paper material is baled, and the bales 
are eventually taken to a facility in 
northern Illinois.

“It gets recycled into paper towels, 
napkins and things like that,” said Bed-
well.

Behind the bank another type of 
environmentally friendly activity was 
occurring.

The annual Community Addiction 
Response and Education (CARE) 
coalition drug take back was in full 
swing. This event provides a safe way 
to dispose of prescription medication 
remaining in the home after a death 
or if a doctor advises a patient to stop 
taking the medicine.

Also accepted at the take back was 
outdated over-the-counter medica-
tion.

Earth Day in Edgar County
Earth Day celebrated 
with drug take back and 
paper recycling

See EARTH DAY, Page 8A

BY NED JENISON
njenison@mac.com

Paris will be the home of a new 
major-franchise hotel by this time 
next year.

Plans for a four-story, 72-unit 
Hampton Inn, to be erected facing 
Route One at the south edge of Par-
is, were announced Monday at the 
Paris City Council session before 
an audience that filled the council 
chambers.

Private developer Steve Hor-
ve of Forsythe, and son Jake, who 
will manage construction of the 
Paris project, were on hand to ac-
knowledge a development agree-
ment with the city. The agreement 
was approved unanimously by the 
council at the start of the meeting.

Hampton Inn is the largest of the 
franchise brands under the Hilton 
hotels umbrella. Horve said it is 
the newest design for the Hampton 
Inn line with a cleaner, more mod-
ern exterior appearance. The Paris 
Hampton Inn may be the first to 
actually open with the new archi-
tecture, according to the developer.

The hotel will be located on a 
2.1-acre site between south Mar-
shall Street and South Main Street. 
This tract of land was previously 
purchased by Horizon Health to 
construct the new EZ Care walk-
in medical clinic. The hotel will be 
constructed just north of the clinic, 
and south of the former Paris Fami-
ly restaurant.

Horve said architectural plans are 
now being finished and anticipates 
a groundbreaking in June. Con-
struction on the 45,000-square-
foot building will take at least 10 
months, with an opening expected 
by early next spring. 

Features of the hotel include sev-
eral extended-stay suites, state-of-
the-art fitness room, a business cen-
ter, private meeting room, breakfast 
room which can be used as a guest 
lounge later in the day, an enclosed 
swimming pool and an outside pa-
tio with grill suitable for fair-weath-
er gatherings.

The hotel will represent a $7.5 
million investment, and will pro-
vide approximately 25 jobs when 
it opens, according to Horve. It 
will be independently operated as 
a business under the name Paris 

Hampton Inn 
development 
announced

See HOTEL, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Members of the Edgar 
County Board were even-
ly split Monday morning, 
April 22, on whether the Ed-
gar County Special Service 
Area Ambulance or Horizon 
Health should provide emer-
gency ambulance response 
in the seven-township special 
service area.

With three voting to give 
the five-year contract to Hori-
zon Health and three voting 
not to, the deciding vote went 

to board 
chairman Jeff 
Voigt, who 
said yes to the 
Horizon bid.

The special 
meeting at the Edgar County 
Highway Department attract-
ed a large crowd of people 
on both sides of the question 
and 13 people expressed their 
opinions during the audience 
to visitor portion of the meet-
ing. Former county board 
chairman Adonna Bennett 
suggested tabling the decision 

again and bringing in an inde-
pendent expert on ambulance 
service to review the bids and 
provide an informed opinion 
as to which service can best 
meet the community needs.

Board members had little 
interest in tabling the matter 
again. When bids were opened 
April 8 Horizon Health stated 
it could provide ambulance 
service without using the tax 
money collected from the spe-
cial service area. The bid from 
Eric and Nicole Shaughnessy, 
owners of the ECSSAA, asked 

for $381,101 in taxes for year 
one and $386,116, $392,626, 
$396,145 and $401,159 in the 
remaining years of the con-
tract. 

The decision was tabled 
at the April 10 county board 
meeting to give board mem-
bers more time to review and 
a special meeting was set for 
Monday, April 22, to make a 
decision.

Discussion by the board 
members Monday repeated 
many of the points raised by 
the public comments.

Board member Karl Farn-
ham Jr. spoke at length about 
visiting both facilities, looking 
at the equipment, talking to 
first responders and the pub-
lic. He said both services are 
professional with well-trained 
staff. 

According to Farnham, the 
feedback from the public is if 
the ambulance can operate 
without using a tax that is the 
course the county needs to 
take.

He continued to express 

County board gives Horizon Health the ambulance bid

See BID, Page 8A

ON  
PAGE 8A
Horizon Health 
aquires a third 
ambulance

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Edgar County Sheriff Jeff Wood 
deposits another load of left over 
medicine in a powered incinerator. 
The Community Addiction Response 
and Education (CARE) coalition 
sponsored a drug take back on Earth 
Day Monday, April 22, giving area 
residents a way to dispose of no 
longer needed prescription medica-
tion and over-the-counter drugs in 
an effort to keep opioid medication 
away from abusers. CARE helped 
the sheriff’s department obtain the 
incinerator, which is considered the 
most environmentally acceptable 
way to dispose of medicine.



TODAY

VFW SCHOLARSHIP BREAKFAST
The VFW Men’s Scholarship Din-
ner is 8:00-11:00 a.m. at the post 
home on West Court Street. The 
menu is eggs, bacon, sausage, 
toast, pancakes, biscuits & gravy 
and assorted pastries, as well as 
coffee, tea, milk and juice. The 
cost is $5. Drinks are 50 cents 
and dessert is $1.

CARPENTERS ONCE MORE
Carpenters Once More is a trib-
ute show to the talent of the late 
Karen Carpenter and features 
many of the tunes she and her 
brother made famous during the 
1970s. The performance is 7-9 
p.m. April 27 at the Paris Center 
of Fine Arts. Ticket information at 
www.pcofa.net.

SENIOR CENTER SALE
The Chester Sutton Community 
Center for Seniors of Edgar 
County is having a rummage and 
bake sale to benefit the center’s 
operation. Hours are 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
April 27 and items in the rummage 
sale include antiques, collectibles, 
small appliances, carpet, house-
hold items, craft supplies, quilt 
frame, holiday decorations, high 
chair, and lots of miscellaneous 
items, but no clothing.

SUNDAY

CHICKEN NOODLE DINNER
The Paris Chapter of the Order of 
the Eastern Star’s annual Chicken 
Noodle Dinner is 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Sunday, April 28, at the Masonic 
Temple, 301 South Central Ave., 
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HORIZON HEALTH FREE ADULT WELLNESS FAIR APRIL 27
Approximately 40 local vendors are providing free health 
services and education at the “Health 360” wellness fair 9 
a.m.-noon today, April 27, at the Paris Clinic. Services available 
include free blood sugar checks, oral cancer screenings, bone 
density heel scans, balance screenings, educational seminars, 
give-a-ways and more. A shot clinic offering Hepatitis A and 
pneumonia vaccines is available for the duration of the health 
fair with a normal insurance co-pay applying or $80 each cash 
pay. Educational seminars are: 9:15 a.m., “Dementia,” Ann 
Bogue, family nurse practitioner; 10:15 a.m., “Understanding a 
Colonoscopy,” Yaniv Cozacov, general surgeon; and 11:15 a.m., 
“The Importance of Mammograms,” Maria Horvat, OB/GYN. Stay 
Strong, Live Long exercise classes start at 9 a.m. and are held on 
the hour. The 15-minute segments are free. Additional informa-
tion and services during the event include: diabetes education, 
advanced directives planning, information about healthy aging 
and CPR education. Participating organizations are the Paris 
Police Department, Pearman Pharmacy, Emergency Services 
and Disaster Agency (ESDA), Edgar County Health Department, 
Senior Care and more. Those attending the health fair may drop 
off old hearing aids, glasses and medications for reuse or safe 
disposal. 

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.
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PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

61   39
Prec: 50%

60   47
Prec: 0%

67   53
Prec: 60%

70   57
Prec: 60%

73   59
Prec: 50%

75   53
Prec: 50%

68   50
Prec: 20%

TODAY — Increasing clouds and breezy with 
showers arriving in the afternoon. Highs top 
out in the lower 60s.

SUNDAY — Another breezy day with 
decreasing clouds and highs near 60.

MONDAY — The clouds are back and bring 
additional shower and thunderstorm chanc-
es. Expect seasonal highs in the upper 60s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:57 a.m. 7:41 p.m. 2:34 a.m. 12:42 p.m.

FRIDAY 5:56 a.m. 7:42 p.m. 3:09 a.m. 1:40 p.m.

SATURDAY 5:54 a.m. 7:43 p.m. 3:40 a.m. 2:37 p.m.

SUNDAY 5:53 a.m. 7:44 p.m. 4:09 a.m. 3:35 p.m.

MONDAY 5:52 a.m. 7:45 p.m. 4:36 a.m. 4:33 p. m.

TUESDAY 5:51 a.m. 7:46 p.m. 5:03 a.m. 5:33 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 5:50 a.m. 7:47 p.m. 5:30 a.m. 6:34 p.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67°/47°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .90° in 1896
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23° in 1988

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.83”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.66”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.50”
Normal year to date11.29”

NORMAL:    High: 67   Low: 47     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
EVERETT LAU

Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK
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Paris. The dinner includes chicken 
and noodles, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, applesauce or Jell-O, 
roll, drink and dessert for $7. Chil-
dren under 5 eat free. Carry-outs 
are available during the event. 
Patrons should enter the front 
door and directed to the basement 
dining room.  More information is 
available by calling 217-463-2715.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 

of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

AL-ANON MEETING
The first meeting of an Edgar 
County Al-Anon chapter is 6 
p.m. April 29 at New Beginnings 
Church, 526 Clay Street, Paris. 
Al-Anon offers group support 
for families and friends coping 
with addiction/alcoholism in a 
relationship.

CHRISMAN BLOOD DRIVE
The Red Cross is holding a blood 
drive 2-6 p.m. April 29 in the 

Fellowship Hall at the Chrisman 
Nazarene Church.

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of 
the Edgar County Farm Bureau 
building, 210 W. Washington, 
Paris. Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. 
and the meeting begins at 5:30 
p.m. Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the High-
land Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 
at 9 a.m. More information is 
available by attending a meeting 
or calling Jo Ellen Edmonds at 
251-4722.

SENIOR CITIZEN LUNCHEON
The Shiloh Junior Beta Club is 
sponsoring the annual Senior 
Citizen Luncheon for district 
residents 11 a.m. May 2 in the 
school’s multi purpose room. 
The menu consists of meatloaf, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, 
corn, dessert and drink. It is 
a low-sodium meal but other 
dietary concerns should be 
communicated prior to the 
meal. A short program follows 
the luncheon. An RSVP is not re-
quired but is helpful for planning 
purposes. Contact Terry Sullivan 
via email sullivant@shiloh1.org

UPCOMING

CITY-WIDE YARD SALE
The communities of Oakland and 
Hindsboro are joining forces to 
have all-day yard sales May 4. 
Sales start at 8 a.m. but do not 
have an official ending time. The 
two communities are only six 
miles apart on state Route 133. 
Maps are available at McQueen 
Lumber in Oakland or Quick Gits 
in Hindsboro.

MASTER GARDENERS PLANT 
AND BAKE SALE
The Master Gardeners plant and 
bake sale is 8 a.m. May 4 at the 
Clark County Extension Office. 
This is a good opportunity to 
obtain vegetable plants, shrurbs, 
blooming flowers and more. 
People wanting to reserve table 
space to sell plants or baked 
goods must call the Clark County 
Extension Office, 217-826-5422.

You can’t outsource 
the wind.

Good American jobs, harvesting an 
American resource.

The Harvest Ridge Wind Farm will create approximately 
250 construction jobs and 8–10 permanent jobs 
when the project is operational.

SEATING IS LIMITED, RESERVE TODAY! (217) 465 1234

Frisse & Brewster Law Offices would like to invite you to attend 

one of our FREE educational workshops.  

Presented by Attorney David Hamilton

Tuesday, April 30th

5:30 pm 
Edgar County Farm Bureau 

210 W. Washington St. 
Paris, IL  

Helping Protect What’s Important to You 

FREE WORKSHOP 
TRUTH ABOUT ESTATE PLANNING 

Attorney David Hamilton
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 A lot has been said about the Edgar County Board’s recent decision to award us the Special Services Area No. 1 
Ambulance District contract, which takes effect June 1. Some comments regarding this decision have been posive, and 
others have been negave. 
 First, we appreciate the faith of the county board for choosing our proposal, which was determined to be the 
lowest responsible bid. Second, we are excited for the opportunity to provide this service to our communies as an 
extension of our current EMS operaons. 
 At the same me, we understand that change can be difficult. Aer all, the county had contracted with the same 
ambulance service for many years. We realize that it takes me to put your trust in someone else. That is why we will 
work even harder to earn that trust. 
 As we move forward to provide this service, please consider the following: 
 Our bid will save taxpayers nearly $2 million over the contract’s duraon. Monetary savings is important, but 
providing a high level of service to our communies is paramount. Effecve June 1, we will have three ambulances and 
are currently pursuing a fourth. We also will have an emergency response vehicle available. 
 While vehicles and equipment are important, we believe people are our greatest asset. We are proud of our EMS 
team and all they have accomplished. Our team has a combined 250 years of experience and consists of flight 
paramedics/flight nurses, firefighter/paramedics, and pre-hospital RNs, to name a few.  
 Bidding on the contract made sense for us as the county’s primary health provider. We established an ambulance 
service a year ago, which has been well received by the community, responding to non-emergency calls, emergency 
calls, and paent transports. During this me we have built rapport with the other EMS agencies in our service area. 
We will connue to foster these relaonships going forward.  
 We have, and always will have, a vested interest in the communies we serve. Consider that over the past two 
years we have invested $10 million in our communies. We connue to contribute to the local job market by adding 
nearly 150 jobs in the last five years. All funds generated through Horizon Health services are reinvested back into the 
organizaon to bolster healthcare offerings for the communies we serve. 
 As we connue to grow and service the community as a complete healthcare partner, we strive to offer exceponal 
customer service to all paents and mutual partners. We do this in accordance with our mission and vision: “To provide 
excellent paent care and promote wellness throughout our communies,” and “To meet the ever-changing healthcare 
needs of our communies.” In an effort to meet these demands, we will provide transparency, integrity, and a strong 
commitment to quality healthcare delivery at a responsible value. 
 

Sincerely,  

Here to serve you … 

Oliver M. Smith, President & CEO Nolan Longest, Board Chairman 

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

What can you 
expect with a home 
loan from First Mid? 
•  EASE OF APPLYING ONLINE! 

•  VARIETY OF FINANCING OPTIONS

•  Personal service from a LOCAL 
KNOWLEDGEABLE LENDER.

Visit our Online
Mortgage Center at 
FIRSTMID.COM

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
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MARSHALL – Murder 
suspect Connor Scott, 24, 
Danville, Ind. and formerly 
of Mar-
t insv i l le, 
appeared 
in Clark 
C o u n t y 
C i r c u i t 
C o u r t 
We d n e s -
day, April 
25, and public defender 
William McGrath indicated 
a plea agreement may be in 
the works.

Scott is accused of shoot-
ing Kaylyn Whitaker, 20, 
Terre Haute, Ind., Oct. 31, 
2014. He is charged with 
two counts of first degree 
murder and remains in cus-
tody of the Clark County 
Sheriff’s Department on a 
$1 million dollar bond.

Plea possible in Clark County murder
McGrath first asked Judge 

Tracy Resch to move the trial 
date from May 14 to Aug. 13, 
noting the defense has not had 
adequate time to review the ex-
tensive discovery information 
and evidence. Scott was arrest-
ed for the murder in February.

“I’m not certain we won’t 
have an agreement by then, 
but at this time we don’t,” said 
McGrath, referring to the Aug. 
13 date. 

Resch denied the contin-
uance and kept the May 14 
trial date in place, but he also 
scheduled a pretrial conference 
at 9 a.m. May 8. The judge said 
speedy trial issues are to be ad-
dressed during the May 8 ap-
pearance.   

The murder reportedly oc-
curred at Scott’s Martinsville 
residence and was initially 
ruled as a suicide. However, 
one year later Whitaker’s death 
was ruled a homicide and was 

investigated by the Illinois 
State Police. 

Local charges were not filed 
at that time and the matter was 
referred to the State’s Attor-
neys Appellate Prosecutor’s 
office. As the investigation 
and formal charges were in the 
works, Scott, who had moved 
to Danville, Ind., contacted the 
Hendricks County authorities 
and confessed to the murder. 

SCOTT
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CHARLESTON - Former 
Elite basketball coach Barry 
S. Wolfe cannot withdraw his 

guilty plea to 
four counts of 
felony crim-
inal sexual 
abuse to his 
young female 
players, who 
were only 
teenagers at 

the time the abuse occurred.
Following his guilty plea in 

2018, Wolfe, 55, was sentenced 
to 60 years in the Illinois De-
partment of Corrections, with 
a requirement he must serve 
at least 85 percent of the time 
before being eligible for parole. 
He has been housed at the Gra-
ham Correctional Center since 
the August 2018 sentencing.

Only days after the sentenc-
ing hearing, Wolfe submit-
ted a letter to Coles County 
Circuit Judge Brien O’Brien 
requesting to withdraw the 
guilty pleas and asking for a 
reduction in the sentence. The 
letter claimed Wolfe’s private-
ly hired attorney Edwin Pi-
raino misled him on the possi-
ble sentence. Public defender 
Anthony Ortega represented 
Wolfe for the post sentence 
motions.

The court took up the mo-
tions in a hearing Friday, April 
26.

Wolfe appeared in DOC 
custody and testified he only 
met with Piraino four times 
before entering the guilty 
plea and was not given access 
to the prosecutor’s evidence, 
specifically the video taped 
confession.

According to Wolfe, Pi-
raino was confident the matter 
would not go to trial and de-
scribed O’Brien as lenient.

Wolfe also claimed Piraino 
did not explain the difference 
between consecutive and con-
current sentencing leaving an 
impression a 16-year sentence 
was likely of which he would 
serve approximately 10 years.  

To bolster the defense as-
sertion, Ortega played record-
ings of two jailhouse phone 
conversations Wolfe had with 
his children discussing how 
old each would be after com-
pleting a 10-year sentence. In 
the tapes, Wolfe also discussed 
with his children the choice to 
enter a plea agreement or go to 
trial was a struggle, especially 
because of the cost of hiring 
Piraino.

“I am not guilty and never 
criminally sexually assaulted 
anyone,” Wolfe said Friday 
during his defense attorney’s 
questioning.

Under direct examination, 
Wolfe testified the plea agree-
ment he thought was taking 
place changed moments be-
fore court and Piraino instruct-
ed him to sign, with a warning 
that not doing so created expo-
sure to a sentence of 45 years 

Court denies Wolfe 
sentence reduction    

to life. Wolfe claimed he was 
not allowed to fully read the 
agreement and entered the 
2018 hearing anticipating a 
total of 16 years in prison.

“The only reason I agreed to 
this was so that I could see my 
family,” he sad. “I have never 
sexually assaulted anyone in 
my life.” 

He claimed Piraino’s ac-
tions amounted to a coerced 
guilty plea. 

During cross examination 
by Assistant Coles County 
State’s Attorney Tom Bucher, 
Wolfe claimed no recollection 
of his initial questioning and 
confession video that took 
place at Casey City Hall in the 
fall of 2017. The video, which 
was approximately one hour 
and 15 minutes, was played in 
open court.

Following the video, Wolfe 
adamantly and continually 
evaded Bucher’s questions 
claiming he has no recollec-
tion of the confession and per-
sisted in denying guilt.

Wolfe also testified he 
doesn’t remember the state-
ment of allocution he read at 
the sentencing hearing. Buch-
er pointed out highlights from 
that statement which includ-
ed the defendant praying for 
forgiveness, asserting he was 
not the monster portrayed in 
several of the victim impact 
statements, apologized to his 
wife, children and family along 
with a personal message to the 
victims in which Wolfe stated 
“I will forever believe in you 
no matter what you say or con-
demn me.”

Bucher argued those state-
ments indicate Wolfe fully 
understood the court pro-
ceedings.

Before leaving the witness 
stand, Wolfe compared him-
self to American gangster Al 
Capone. He noted Capone 

was held on a $1 million bond 
compared to the $5 million 
bond for Wolfe. 

“He (Capone) was a mon-
ster. I am not,” said Wolfe.

In closing arguments, Or-
tega claimed timing is every-
thing referencing what he 
described as a last second deal 
that his client did not under-
stand and was coerced into 
accepting. He also pointed to 
the phone conversations as 
proof Wolfe anticipated a sen-
tence of 16 years.

“This is a rare case that has 
evidence of what Wolfe be-
lieved,” said Ortega. “It adds up 
to an involuntary plea and I ask 
the motion be granted.”

Bucher introduced tran-
scripts from the sentencing 
hearing where Wolfe told the 
court he understood the plea 
agreement and other questions 
put to him by O’Brien, includ-
ing an understanding of the 
difference between concurrent 
and consecutive sentencing.   

O’Brien noted the court 
asks numerous questions 
when taking pleas and passing 
sentences to assess a defen-
dant’s mental state and ability 
to comprehend the process.   

“I clearly considered all the 
mitigation and aggravation 
factors,” said O’Brien, adding 
the crimes charged against 
Wolfe are of the most serious-
ness nature. “They are horrific, 
horrendous and what other 
adjectives you can use to de-
scribe these acts.” 

The judge denied the mo-
tions to withdraw the plea and 
to reconsider the sentence.

Ortega indicated Wolfe 
is appealing the rulings and 
O’Brien directed the court 
clerk to file notice of appeal 
with the appellate court and 
appointed an appellate defend-
er to represent Wolfe in the 
appeal.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Hume – Shiloh School 
District is hosting a 50th an-
niversary open house for the 
school 1-4 p.m. May 11.

All graduates, former staff 
and faculty along with cur-
rent employees are invited to 
attend the celebration. 

There is a special welcome 
at 2 p.m. and a dedication and 
photo opportunity at 2:30 
p.m.

Those attending are en-
couraged to bring Shiloh 
memorabilia such as year-
books, uniforms, trophies, 
class rings and anything else 
that is apropos. As part of 
the festivities current stu-
dents participating in FFA, 
FCCLA, student council, 
National Honor Society and 
the music program will be 
available to discuss happen-
ings in those programs with 
alumni. 

Refreshments and com-
memorative T-shirts are also 
part of the program. For in-
formation about ordering a 
T-shirt follow the district’s 
Facebook page at Shiloh 
CUSD #1 or call 217-887-
2364.

Shiloh 50th 
anniversary

WOLFE
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Individuals appearing before 
the bench for the April 15 and 
April 18 criminal and traffic 
calls in Edgar County Circuit 
Court traffic included: 

IN CUSTODY
nJason Ball, no age or ad-

dress provided, appeared in 
custody. He was charged with a 
Class 3 felony failure to register 
as a sex offender. Bond was set 
at $5,000. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for the prelimi-
nary hearing. Ball was remand-
ed to custody pending posting 
of bond.
nNicole J. Boyce, 34, Beech-

er City, appeared in custody. 
She was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic 

battery and a Class A misde-
meanor endangering the life of 
a child. Bond was set at $3,500 
and her bond conditions in-
clude she is to have no contact 
with the apparent victim. She 
told the court she will hire an 
attorney and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel. She was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nDouglas A. Cordell, 40, 

Paris, appeared in custody. 
Cordell was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor resist-
ing a police officer and a Class 
C misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct. The bond hearing 
was held and bond was set at 
$1,500. He told the court he 
will hire an attorney and the 
matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.

Cases moving through Edgar County Circuit Court
nOwen D. Hawkins, 36, 

Paris, appeared in custody, 
waived preliminary hearing 
and pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand on these 
charges: a Class X felony de-
livery of methamphetamine, 
a Class X felony possession of 
methamphetamine, a Class 
X felony methamphetamine 
trafficking and a Class 3 felony 
possession of ammunition by 
a convicted felon. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond. 
nLisa M. Holly, no age or 

address provided, appeared in 
custody and was charged with 
two counts of a Class A mis-
demeanor domestic violence. 
Bond was set at $4,500 and her 
bond conditions include she 
is to have no contact with the 
apparent victims. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.
nHoward P. Kiser, 44, Villa 

Grove, appeared in custody 
and pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
3 felony threatening a public 
official, a Class A misdemean-
or driving under the influence 
of drugs and a Class A misde-
meanor possession of a hy-
podermic syringe. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled and 
he was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nBradley J. Latch, 30, Par-

is, appeared in custody. His 
unresolved Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine, 
Class 4 felony criminal tres-
passing to a residence, Class 
A misdemeanor criminal tres-
passing, Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery, Class A mis-
demeanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia, Class A misde-
meanor theft and Class C mis-
demeanor disorderly conduct 
charges were continued for 
a negotiated plea agreement. 
Latch was remanded to custo-
dy pending posting of bond. 
nScott E. McClarey, 43, 

Paris, appeared in custody, 
waived preliminary hearing 
and pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
2 felony burglary and a Class 
2 felony possession of a sto-
len motor vehicle charges. By 
agreement, bond was reduced 
to $15,000 from the original 
bond of $25,000. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference, and he was re-
manded to custody pending 

posting of bond.
nDawn M. Ordiway, 34, 

Paris, appeared in custody. A 
new public defender was ap-
pointed for her unresolved 
Class X felony delivery of 
methamphetamine, Class X 
felony possession of meth-
amphetamine, Class X felony 
methamphetamine trafficking 
and Class A misdemeanor re-
sisting a police officer charges. 
The matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing. Ordi-
way was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nVance E. Plew, 24, Paris, 

appeared in custody and his 
unresolved charges of a Class 
4 felony domestic battery 
with prior convictions and a 
Class A misdemeanor domes-
tic battery were continued for 
a pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nCody A. Rigdon, Par-

is, appeared in custody. His 
unresolved Class 3 felony 
aggravated battery, Class A 
misdemeanor battery, Class 
A misdemeanor violating an 
order of protection and Class 
A misdemeanor theft charges 
were continued for a pretrial 
conference. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nAndrea Vickery, 27, Stiles-

ville, Ind., appeared in custody, 
waived the preliminary hearing 
and pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine and a Class 4 felo-
ny possession of a controlled 
substance charges. By agree-
ment bond was reduced to 
$2,500 from the original bond 
of $5,000. The matter was con-
tinued for a pretrial conference 
and Vickery was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond.
nJames R. Wallace, 31, Par-

is, appeared in custody. His un-
resolved Class A misdemeanor 
obstruction of identification 
and a Class A misdemeanor re-
sisting a police officer charges 
were continued for a first ap-
pearance with counsel. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nJonathan A. Winn, 28, Par-

is, was in custody and charged 
with a Class X felony predato-
ry criminal sexual assault of a 
child and a Class 2 felony ag-
gravated criminal sexual abuse. 
Bond was set at $60,000 and he 
was ordered to have no contact 
with the apparent victim or the 

victim’s residence. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.

CHARGES
nJonah L. Britton, 24, Gary, 

Ind., was charged and pleaded 
guilty to a Class A misdemean-
or driving on a suspended 
license. He was sentenced to 
one year of conditional dis-
charge, a $300 fine, court costs 
and various state fees. 
nSarah M. Fields, 36, Terre 

Haute, Ind., was charged and 
pleaded guilty to a Class B mis-
demeanor speeding. She was 
sentenced to a $400 fine, court 
costs and various state fees.
nMarcus J. Harris, 34, Au-

rora, was charged and plead-
ed guilty to a Class A misde-
meanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia. He was sen-
tenced to 18 months of con-
ditional discharge, a $750 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees. Harris was also ordered 
to obtain counseling per an 
evaluation.
nRonnie L. Johnson, 34, 

Paris, was charged and plead-
ed guilty to a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a suspend-
ed license. The matter was 
continued for a sentencing 
hearing.
nDylan Poland, 19, Mar-

shall, was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia. The pub-
lic defender was appointed 
and the matter was continued 
for the preliminary hearing.
nSteven D. Tarter, 25, Ran-

toul, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor revoked reg-
istration. His motion to con-
tinue was granted.
nTiffany M. Wilson, 28, 

Paris, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor unin-
sured motor vehicle causing 
bodily harm. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nKaleb D.H. Harper De-

vore, 21, Metcalf, pleaded 
guilty to a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a suspend-
ed license. He was sentenced 
to one year of conditional dis-
charge, a $400 fine, court costs 
and various state fees.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nLaura E. Cogan, 32, De-

catur, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor retail theft 
charge. The matter was contin-
ued for a negotiated plea agree-
ment.
nRobert James Cunning-

ham III, 28, Danville, pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial de-
mand to a Class A misdemean-
or display of a false insurance 
card. He told the court he will 
hire an attorney. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.

OTHER MATTERS
nCandace L. Bell, 39, Paris, 

was sentenced on a petition to 
revoke her probation sentence 
for a Class 2 felony delivery 
of methamphetamine convic-
tion. Bell was resentenced to 
180 days in jail with 90 days to 
be served as electronic home 
monitoring and the remain-
ing 90 days are subject to the 
court’s discretion, 30 months 
of probation, an order to pay 
all previous financial obliga-
tions and an order to complete 
counseling. In another matter, 
Bell learned the state dismissed 
a Class A misdemeanor re-
tail theft charge. The case was 
closed.
nNathan T. Murray, 46, 

Paris, learned the court 
quashed a warrant for his ar-
rest for missing a previous 
court appearance. His Class 4 
felony aggravated driving on 
a revoked license conviction 
was continued for a status re-
view hearing.
nCheyenne Smiley, 23, 

Redmon, learned the court 
imposed a 40-day jail sentence 
with good conduct credit to 
apply attached to her Class 2 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine precursors convic-
tion.
nLori Sowers, 49, Newport, 

Ind., learned the warrant for 
her arrest for missing a pre-
vious court appearance was 
quashed. Her Class 4 felony 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance conviction was contin-
ued for a status review hearing.

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered pre-

pared and issued when the 
following individuals failed to 
answer the court call: Kylee J. 
Beaven, 31, Paris; Richard A. 
Marietta, 27, Paris; and Na-
thaniel B. Nichols, 33, Ridge 
Farm.

COURT

BY GRANT MORGAN
gmorgan@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s 

recently released report on 
Russian interference in the 
2016 election repeated what 
Illinois already knew: that it 

No new news is good news for election officials
suffered the worst election 
data breach of any state in the 
country when Russian agents 
stole the personal informa-
tion of more than 70,000 vot-
ers.

To the Illinois State Board 
of Elections, that is welcome 
news. 

“I’m reassured, because 
there was nothing new in the 
report about what happened 
in 2016,” SBOE spokesman 
Matt Dietrich said. “I knew 
there was potential for Illinois 
to be mentioned, but I didn’t 
think there’d be any revela-
tions about it.”

An indictment of 13 Rus-
sian operatives last summer 
was the first public mention 
of the SBOE website breach. 
A brief recount of the in-
cident is on Page 50 of the 
Mueller report released with 
redactions last week. It details 
intrusionson the administra-
tion of U.S. elections. Rus-
sian hackers accessed voters’ 
names, addresses, birth dates 
and the last four digits of their 
Social Security numbers.

“In one instance in ap-
proximately June 2016, the 
GRU [Russian military in-
telligence] compromised the 
computer network of the Illi-
nois State Board of Elections 
by exploiting a vulnerability 
in the SBOE’s website,” the 
Mueller report reads. 

While the summary of 
the hacking incident is un-
changed from what was 
publicly known, the recap is 
followed by several lines of 
blacked-out redactions. 

“That’s where we would 
have learned something new,” 
Dietrich said of the redac-
tions. “We might have seen ex-
actly how the FBI connected 
Russia with our data breach. 
But it’s still considered an 
open investigation, so the feds 
are not going to let the public 
know their techniques.”

Dietrich said while the 

chief concern was identity 
theft, there has been nothing 
out of the ordinary reported 
to the elections board since 
the incident, suggesting noth-
ing was done with the stolen 
data.

Neither have any local 
jurisdictions reported cy-
bersecurity problems in the 
two election cycles since the 
breach.

Still, with the help of a 
$13.2 million grant from the 
federal government last year, 
the state has taken numerous 
measures to protect voter 
data. 

Those included hiring nine 
cyber navigators to advise 
and assess the risk of county 
election offices, and partner-
ing with the Illinois National 
Guard to immediately send 
a cyber expert to any of the 
state’s 108 local election offic-
es should an incident occur. 

That partnership, which 
cost the SBOE just less than 
$30,000, expired after the 
2018 elections, but Dietrich 
said the board is considering 
doing it again. 

“The risk is going to be 
greater in 2020,” Dietrich 
said. “It’s a presidential elec-
tion, there’s a lot more at 
stake, and there will be a high-
er turnout.” 

According to the current 
state budget, at least half the 
$13.2 million grant, meanwhile, 
must be used to pay for the cy-
ber navigator program and the 
cybersecurity enhancements 
those experts suggest. 

Prior to last November, 
$2 million of that allotment 
was spent to reimburse juris-
dictions that already paid for 
their own cybersecurity im-
provements. 

“We don’t know why Illi-
nois was targeted in 2016,” 
Dietrich said. “The suspicion 
is that they landed on us, and 
because they got in, that’s why 
they were successful.”
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Heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped in any 
way during Carl’s illness and passing, from EMTs, 
ambulance crews, nurses and aides. Dr. Huh and 

Kim and staff at Coleman Cancer Center, Dr. 
Shatagopam, staff at Union Hospital, Lincolnland 

Home Health, Medical Equipment and Hospice, 
LinCare, Pete and Scott of Templeton Funeral 
Home, the pallbearers, Hume and Chrisman 
American Legion Honor Guard and Auxiliary 

members, Pat Rhode and Pastor Troy Warner. 
We also appreciate the many phone calls, visits, 

texts, cards, food and memorials we received. 
We were blessed with your presence.

Sandie Burns and children and families:
Erin and Robert Dunn, Carla and Michael Philpott, Jody 

Burns, Jenni and Tim Purcell, Kim Adams, Tim Brimner, Thad 
and Cathy Brimner, Cale and Mallory Armstrong, Tammie 
Burns, Ronnie and Chilo Reed and Rich and Angela Reed.

The Family of 

Carl W. Burns
08/20/1946 - 03/31/2019

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.
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Howard Tyler - Sales Manager
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Virginia CutrightThe family of

would like to thank the staff and nurses 
at Paris Healthcare & Hospice for caring 

for mother during her 3 1/2 year stay there. 
Also those who sent cards & donated to 

the Grandview Methodist Church

Most of us have experience ‘itchy’ eyes at one 
time or another.  It’s important to know the 
cause in order to properly solve the problem.  

The most common cause of itchy eyes is ocular allergies 
which might be seasonal or environmental.  There are many 
types of eyedrops both over-the-counter and prescription 
that can give significant relief.  Dry Eye is also often a cause 
for itching.  They might itch or burn along with fluctuat-
ing vision with blinking.  Again, treatment with an eyedrop 
might be beneficial.  Blepharitis, inflammation of the eye-
lids, is another possible cause which can often be relieved 
with improved lid hygiene or medical treatment.  Another 
common cause is irritation due to contact lens use.  Proper 
wear and care is very important.  The most important thing 
to remember about ocular itching though is DO NOT RUB.  
No mater what the cause rubbing your eyes often makes 
the itching worse and can even cause damage to the eye.  If 
you have the overwhelming sensation to rub try using a cool 
wash cloth over closed eyelids for relief and remember to 
follow up with your favorite eye care professional!

EYES
On Itchy Eyes

By Aaron Rhoads, O.D.

Chittick Family Vision Center
Committed to your total vision health

Aaron Rhoads, O.D., Optometrist
112 S. Main Street, Box 95  Paris, IL

(217) 465-6461

DALE PEEBLES
Dale Allen Peebles, 62, of 

Paris, passed away at 2:54 
a.m. Tuesday, April 23, 2019, 

in the emer-
gency room 
of Horizon 
Health Paris 
Community 
Hospital. He 
was a former 
e m p l o y e e 
of Midwest 

Truck & Body and had also 
worked for Security Carriers.

A service celebrating his life 
was 1 p.m. Friday, April 26, 
at Templeton Funeral Home. 
Burial followed in Forsythe 
Cemetery. Visitation was from 
noon until the service time Fri-
day at the funeral home.

Mr. Peebles was born Feb. 
4, 1957, at Paris, the son of the 
late Harold “Peeler” Peebles Sr. 
and the late Genevieve Martin 
Peebles.

Survivors include his lov-
ing companion of 34 years, 
Teresa Thomas of Paris; five 
sons, D.J. (Matt) Johnson and 
Brent Peebles both of Mat-

toon, Jerry Thomas (Debbie 
McGilvrey), Jeff Thomas and 
Robert (Lacy) Gosnell, all 
of Paris; a brother, Gordon 
(Suzanne) Peebles of Terre 
Haute, Ind.; a sister, Maggie 
(Craig) Borach of Paris; four 
granddaughters, Kendra and 
Macie Thomas and Bailey and 
Tenley Gosnell; a great-grand-
son, Ronan Hunter; several 
aunts and uncles including 
Tom and Vernie Tillman and 
Lynn Martin; a niece, sever-
al nephews, great-nieces and 
great-nephews, and cousins; 
and his faithful pug, Tig. 

He was preceded in death 
by a brother, Harold “Hound” 
Peebles.

Mr. Peebles was a loyal 
Chicago Cubs and Chicago 
Bears fan and enjoyed going 
to casinos. He especially loved 
spending time with his grand-
daughters and great-grandson. 
He will be remembered for his 
smile, friendliness and jokes 
and will be sadly and dearly 
missed.

Online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

SIDNEY MCCLINTOCK
Sidney Sorelle McClin-

tock, 83, of Paris, passed away 
at 5:31 p.m. Wednesday, April 

17, 2019, in 
the emer-
gency room 
of Horizon 
Health Paris 
Community 
Hospital. She 
was a devot-
ed home-

maker.
A service celebrating her 

life is 2 p.m. Monday, April 29, 
at Templeton Funeral Home. 
Burial follows in Edgar Cem-
etery. Visitation is from 1 p.m. 
until the service time Monday 
at the funeral home.

Mrs. McClintock was born 
March 4, 1936, in Fouke, 
Ark., the daughter of the late 
Byron and Othello Smith, née 

Smith. She married Robert L. 
McClintock Aug. 30, 1957, 
at Indianapolis, Ind., and he 
survives.

Other survivors include 
two sons, Timothy (Dian-
na) McClintock and Michael 
McClintock both of Paris; a 
sister, Bobbye (Harley) Soper 
of Beaumont, Texas; as well as 
several nieces and nephews. 
She was preceded in death by 
two sisters, Mildred Bivens 
and Gwen Upp.

Mrs. McClintock will be 
remembered for her sweet 
and pleasant disposition, her 
talent as a cook and her loving 
and selfless care to her family.

Memorial donations may 
be made to a charity of the 
donor’s choice.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

PEEBLES

MCCLINTOCK

GLADYS MARTIN
Gladys Olene Martin, 89, 

of Indianapolis, Ind., and 
formerly of Paris and Venice, 

Fla., passed 
away Sun-
day, April 
21, 2019, at 
Forum at the 
Crossing in 
Indianapolis.  

A grave-
side service 

is 10:30 a.m. Monday, April 
29, at Edgar Cemetery, with 
the Rev. Jonathan Blake offi-
ciating. Templeton Funeral 
Home is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Memorial donations may 
be made to a hospice provider 
of the donor’s choice.

Additional information 
and online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

MARTIN

LIBBY LYCAN 
CASEY – Libby Dawn Da-

vis Lycan, 53, of Danville, and 
formerly of Westfield, passed 

away at 5:55 
p.m. Wednes-
day, April 24, 
2019, at her 
home. 

A memo-
rial service is 
6 p.m. Mon-
day, April 29, 

at Markwell Funeral Home, 
with the Rev. Gene Ellis offi-
ciating. Burial in Maple Hill 
Cemetery at Westfield is at a 
later date. Visitation is from 
5 p.m. until the service time 
Monday at the funeral home. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.   

LYCAN

FREDERICK HERRINGTON
MARSHALL – Frederick 

William Herrington, 83, of 
Marshall, passed away April 

17, 2019, at 
the Burnsides 
Community 
Care Center. 

A service 
was 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, 
April 24, at 
Pearce Fu-
neral Home, 
with Pastor 
Mike Pringle 
of f ic iat ing. 

Military graveside rites ac-
companied burial in the Liv-
ingston Cemetery. Visitation 
was from noon until the ser-
vice time Wednesday at the 
funeral home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Dunlap Meth-
odist Church. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

HERRINGTON

SUE FELTNER
CASEY – Cornelia Sue 

Strange Feltner, 75, of Ca-
sey, passed away at 1:21 a.m.  

T h u r s d a y , 
April 25, 
2019, at Sar-
ah Bush Lin-
coln Health 
Center, Mat-
toon.   

A memo-
rial service 

is 6 p.m. Wednesday, May 1, 
at Markwell Funeral Home, 
with the Rev. Gene Southard 
officiating. Burial in the Felt-
ner Cemetery, rural Greenup, 
is at a later date. Visitation is 
from 5 p.m. until the service 
Wednesday at the funeral 
home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Casey VFW Aux-
iliary or Casey Food Pantry.

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. m a r k w e l l f u n e r a l -
home.com.  

FELTNER

JENNIFER DONHAM
MARSHALL – Jennifer 

L. Donham, 31, of Terre 
Haute, Ind., passed away 

S a t u r d a y , 
April 20, 
2019, at her 
home.

A service 
h o n o r i n g 
her life is 4 
p.m. today, 
April 27, at 

Pearce Funeral Home, with 
Pastor Joe Irwin officiating. 
Burial is in the South Vigo 
Black Cemetery. Visitation 
is from 2 p.m. until the ser-
vice time today at the funer-
al home.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

DONHAM

JANICE CRAFT
Janice Faye Craft, 69, of 

Paris, passed away at 5:30 
a.m. Tuesday, April 23, 2019, 

at Paris 
Health Care 
Center.   

There was 
a prayer ser-
vice for her 
7 p.m. Thurs-
day, April 25, 

at Stewart and Carroll Fu-
neral Home. Visitation was 
from 5 p.m. until the prayer 
service Thursday at the fu-
neral home.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Humane So-
ciety.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
stewartandcarrollfuneral-
home.com.CRAFT

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHICAGO – The Illinois 
Housing Development Au-
thority (IHDA) is winding 
down the Illinois Hardest 
Hit program, a federal-
ly funded initiative aiding 
those facing foreclosure to 
stay in their homes. 

Homeowners who are 
struggling to pay their mort-
gages due to unemployment, 
underemployment or finan-
cial hardship are encouraged 
to apply for up to $35,000 
in mortgage payment assis-
tance before the program 
closes on April 30. 

Interested homeowners 
can apply online for free at 
www.illinoishardesthit.org 
and will be automatically 
linked with a local housing 
agency that will answer ques-
tions, prescreen for eligibil-
ity and assist homeowners 
in preparing the application 
and assembling the required 

supporting documentation.
“The Hardest Hit program 

leverages federal dollars to 
keep families, seniors and 
persons with disabilities 
from becoming homeless,” 
said Governor J.B. Pritzker. 
“I encourage homeowners 
struggling to make their 
mortgage payments to act 
now and apply before the 
deadline to ensure they re-
ceive assistance and can stay 
in their homes.”

Originally launched in 
September 2011, the Hard-
est Hit program provides 
up to $35,000 in forgivable 
assistance to homeowners 
who have experienced a 
15% reduction in income 
due to a qualifying financial 
hardship. Hardships include 
unemployment or under-
employment, decrease or 
loss of business income, loss 
of income due to disabili-
ty or health-related event, 
or the death or divorce of a 

spouse or titleholder of the 
house. The program rein-
states delinquent mortgages 
by paying all mortgage ar-
rearage, fees and penalties, 
and makes loan payments on 
behalf of the borrower for up 
to 12 months. The assistance 
lets eligible homeowners 
stay in their home while they 
work to regain employment 
and financial stability. As of 
April 2019, 20,147 Illinois 
families have received mort-
gage payment assistance 
through the program. 

“Not only do foreclosures 
impact families, but they 
impact the entire neigh-
borhood. I supported the 
creation and funding of the 
Hardest Hit Fund because 
I believe that we still have 
work to do to address prob-
lems in the housing market 
and to bring stability back 
to our communities,” U.S. 
Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL) 
said. “I encourage anyone 

Hardest Hit program application deadline announced
who is currently struggling 
to make their mortgage pay-
ments to apply before the 
deadline.”

“While many states were 
recovering quickly from the 
housing crisis, Illinois was 
lagging behind,” said IHDA 
Executive Director Audra 
Hamernik. “As the admin-
istrator of the Hardest Hit 
program, I am proud to re-
port IHDA has assisted over 
20,100 homeowners across 
101 of the 102 counties in 
Illinois since the program 
originated in 2011.” 

Free applications for the 
program are available on-
line through IHDA's Illinois 
Hardest Hit website until 
April 30, 2019: www.illinois-
hardesthit.org.



CAMDEN, S.C. — With the 
arrival of spring and the advance 
of summer, American life shifts 

toward the 
porch — at least 
for those lucky 
enough to have a 
sheltered outdoor 
space, preferably 
attached to the 
front or back of 
one’s home.

That all people 
seem to love a 
porch and the 
conversations and 

activities that transpire there, it’s 
a wonder that anyone ever both-
ered to build a dwelling without 
one. Architects, hang your heads.

But then, perhaps it isn’t the 
fault of designers or builders that 
American porches have come 
and gone from favor after their 
initial popularization in the 19th 
century, depending upon cultural 
developments and climate. In 
their earliest days, long before 
air-conditioning, porches provid-
ed relief from summer heat. But 
porches couldn’t compete with 
electrically cooled air, and people 
went back inside.

With them went the more-
open, neighborly ways of commu-
nicating — and what went on be-
hind closed doors, well, nobody 
knew. Today, as social media and 
associated technologies have en-
hanced the availability of private 
spaces, we’ve also become further 
removed from community. 
Porches, to the extent they invite 
human communion, may be less 
appealing to rising generations 
who prefer texting to talking.

Ear plugs keep out noise but 
also others’ efforts to commu-
nicate. A cellphone, or rather a 
hand-held computer, may link us 
virtually to the great big world, 
but it conveys to everyone that 
you’re not open for business.

As a porch-dweller since birth, 
I’m partial to screened porches, 

largely because of the ravenous 
insects of my native lands — 
Florida and South Carolina. In 
Florida, we lived on a large lake 
opposite what was then “Cypress 
Gardens.” The name derived from 
the cypress trees that lined the 
lakefront, providing porches of 
sorts for water moccasins that 
liked to spool around the cypress 
knees protruding from the shore’s 
sandy bottom. Almost daily 
storms thundered across Lake 
Eloise as a dark gray curtain of 
drenched fury. At certain times of 
the year, about April through No-
vember, another kind of curtain 
crossed the lake like a dark, dense 
veil — millions upon millions of 
“blind” mosquitoes (aka aquatic 
midges) that painted our white 
house black before dropping (like 
flies?) in fluffy heaps of faintly 
scented decay.

It was even stranger than it 
sounds. Although blind mos-
quitoes don’t bite, suck blood or 
carry disease, their monstrous 
numbers made screens a neces-
sity.

During summers, most of 
which I spent with my mother’s 
family in South Carolina, we’d 
gather in the dark, sticky stillness 
of my grandparents’ front porch 
to hear my grandfather tell ghost 
stories that chilled children’s 
bones while my grandmother 
shelled lima beans just picked 
from their farm or churned ice 
cream made with peaches freshly 
plucked. From this scene repeated 
on porches across the South, you 
learned everything you needed to 
know about family, conversation, 
stories, our connection to nature, 
food and love.

I’m more acutely appreciative 
of porches this season as ours 
is being rebuilt just when I’m 
yearning to take up residence 
there. Apparently, unbeknownst 
to us, it was about to collapse after 
holding tight for almost 200 years, 
supported by ax-hewn beams 

held in place with long, wood-
carved nails.

Our porch, beneath which 
Union Army Gen. William 
Sherman is alleged to have parked 
his horses during the torrential 
rains that, legend has it, saved our 
little town from being torched, is 
typical of the era. Freestanding 
columns support the roof a few 
feet in front of the porch itself. 
Like many historic houses here, a 
metal-pipe frame runs the length 
and height of the porch for vines 
to grow, usually wisteria. When 
soaked by rain or a garden hose, 
the fragrant wall becomes a 
cooling filter that reduces porch 
temperatures by at least 10 de-
grees. Genius.

The origins of the American 
porch apparently aren’t settled, 
but one theory is that it, like the 
vast waterway systems of the 
South that made the rice fields 
possible, the American porch 
was brought here by Africans and 
Haitians. It was they who built the 
first “shotgun houses,” typically a 
narrow residence with one room 
feeding into the next without hall-
ways, a back door, and front door 
to which a porch was attached. 
With both doors open, air could 
pass through and cool the entire 
house, and the porch afforded 
access to community, as well as 
relief from the heat.

Other theories include that 
porches were brought to Amer-
ica by Europeans who created 
porticos and other outdoor shade 
structures that evolved and be-
came part of houses. But the fact 
that porches are nearly ubiquitous 
throughout the South — as are 
the traditions of storytelling and 
Southern literature — suggests 
that we may have slaves and their 
descendants to thank for the best 
room in the house.

(Kathleen Parker is a politically 
conservative-leaning columnist for 
The Washington Post. Email her at 
kparker@washpost.com.)
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From the looks of 
things, the fine print 
of Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s 

most 
important 
legis-
lative 
priorities 
should 
start 
becoming 
public 
not long 
after state 
legis-
lators 

return from spring break 
on April 30.

Legislators, the 
governor’s office and 
stakeholders have been 
negotiating the nuts and 
bolts of numerous items 
for weeks and they’re 
just about finished. So, 
we’ll apparently start 
to see specific language 
pop out in public for 
things like the legal-
ization of cannabis and 
sports betting.

The statutory lan-
guage for the gover-
nor’s graduated income 
tax, which will set the 
various tax rates, will 
also likely be unveiled 
around that time.

We could maybe even 
see parts of the infra-
structure bill by early 
May, and possibly some 
language for a new 
graduated tax on video 
gaming.

Those unveilings will 
all be followed by a 
couple of weeks of hear-
ings in both chambers 
and then floor votes will 
commence.

There are actually five 
scheduled post-break 
session weeks ending 
on the final deadline of 
May 31, which is for-
tuitous for the Pritzker 
administration because 
they’re going to need 
every possible day they 
can get.

Everything has a long 
way to go before any 
of this is a done deal. 
Successful negotiations 
don’t automatically 
guarantee majorities 
in both chambers. And 
some negotiations are 
still not finished.

Nobody yet knows for 
sure how the infrastruc-
ture bill will be funded, 

Senate 
week in 
review

It’s time to open our eyes to the positive changes in Paris and look to the future 
“Coming together is a beginning; 

keeping together is progress; working 
together is success.”

—Edward Everett Hale

Many Paris citizens expressed sur-
prise this past week when the Paris 
City Council announced a Hampton 
Inn will be constructed on Route 1 
just south of Paris.

For those who have been labor-
ing serveral years to bring a hotel to 
Paris, the announcement was worth 
plenty of celebration. For those who 
not only expressed surprise but 
negatively questioned whether the 
72-room hotel could stay in business, 
it’s apparent they need to take a good 
look at our community.

Yes, Paris is different than it was 40 
years when the community’s baby 
boomers were teenagers or young 
adults. The community lost hundreds 

of jobs with the loss or reduction of 
the railroad, Zenith, Illinois Cereal 
Mills/Cargill, Unarco and Midwest 
Manufacturing. The result was a loss 
of retail, restaurants and housing. 
Suddenly, Paris didn’t seem the best 
place to live anymore.

But that has changed, friends and 
neighbors. There are plenty of good 
paying jobs with benefits, a growing 
healthcare industry and a new high 
school. Ask people in the former 
industrial communities located in 
Ohio, Michigan, Pennsylvania and 
Wisconsin. We guarantee they would 
gladly welcome the industry and 
changes this community has experi-
enced in the past five years.

It’s time we started looking at 
what’s good about our community 
— and the best is yet to come. The 
same people who worked diligently 
on bringing the hotel to Paris are 
working to attract affordable single 
family homes here. They are reaching 
out to our Edgar and Clark County 
students to prepare them for careers 
and work.

Our community is much more than 
vehicle and garage break-ins, drugs 
and whatever else those on social 
media want to gripe about. For those 
wishing to open their eyes, there are 
positive things happening here. 

No, our community will never 
look like it did when many of us were 
growing up — and while that is sad, 
we welcome the change.

We’ve already seen what people 
working together can do. We’re look-
ing forward to what comes next.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

It’s good to be in Paris

Can J.B. 
get his 
priorities 
approved?

We’re coming to the season for porch talk
YOUR VIEW

We welcome letters to the editor and guest columns. When submitting  a letter, please 
include the writer’s name, address and phone number for verification purposes and 
limit it to 500 words. Columnists should demonstrate authority and knowledge of the 
topic (preferably of state and local interest) and make information-backed arguments. 
We reserve the right to edit letters or to not publish certain letters or guest columns. 

HAVE YOUR SAY

 BY MAIL/IN PERSON: 
The Prairie Press
Attn: Letters to the Editor
101 N. Central Ave.
Paris, IL 61944

BY EMAIL:  
nzeman@prairiepress.net
BY FAX: 217-921-3309
QUESTIONS? Call 217-921-3216

ECSSAA
offers thanks 
for support
Editor, The Prairie Press:

As dedicated servants to the Edgar County 
community, we would like to take just a mo-
ment to thank the community for entrusting 
us to care for your emergency medical needs 
for the last 15 years.   

The staff of ECSSA has tirelessly worked to 
provide the best possible care for our com-
munity around the clock, with many of you 
becoming like family to us. We have proudly 
supported our local organizations and events, 
our local schools and athletics and numerous 
businesses and industries throughout our 
community. 

We have educated hundreds of first 
responders and EMTs over the last 10 years 
that are active in the community as well, 
and we know they will continue to provide 
excellent care when called. We have devel-
oped relationships with the local emergency 
response departments that have served our 
community well. Most importantly, we have 
built friendships in this community that will 
last a lifetime.   

Although ECSSA will cease our Illinois op-
erations on June 1, we are happy to announce 
that we will focus our attention to expand-
ing our Indiana operations with our sister 
company, Illiana EMS, in Vermillion County, 
Indiana. As any responsible employer would 
do, we have ensured that employment oppor-
tunities exist for our employees of our Paris 
location that choose to remain a part of our 
EMS family and no jobs will be lost.  Nearly 
all of our employees will be transitioning to 
Illiana EMS and will continue to provide 
outstanding patient care to the citizens of 
Vermillion County, a few are joining our 
family in permanently relocating to Vermil-
lion County.  

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank 
you to the community for your support over 
the years and to those that have reached out 
to us over the last week.  Your support has not 
gone unnoticed.  

With that being said, we’d like to wish 
Horizon Health the best with their new 
endeavor and we will continue pray for a 
smooth transition and continuance of excel-
lent emergency care for this community.  

Sincerely,
Nicole and Eric Shaughnessy

Edgar County Special Service Area Ambulance

A number of pieces of legislation recently 
passed the Illinois Senate, including a bill to 
prevent Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, a 

measure to help fund pedi-
atric cancer awareness and a 
measure aimed at ensuring 
Illinois schools receive prop-
erty tax money committed 
to them.

Also, as severe weather 
season ramps up, the Illinois 
Emergency Management 
Agency (IEMA) has 
announced steps to help 
residents recover from any 
disaster and a coalition of Il-

linois agencies unveiled measures to preserve 
monarch butterflies.

A bill aimed at preventing Sudden Infant 
Death Syndrome puts stricter requirements 
in place following the initial investigation 
where a child died suddenly and unexpect-
edly. An unsafe sleep environment is often 
a large contributor to infant deaths and is 
labeled as Sudden Infant Death Syndrome 
(SIDS)

Supporters of the bill say that often, even in 
situations where there are unsafe factors pres-
ent at the scene where the infant passed, the 
death is often ruled as SIDS without further 
investigation. In situations like this, valuable 
information that could help prevent infant 
deaths in the future isn’t being captured.

Senate Bill 1568 requires coroners to con-
duct an autopsy following the investigation 
as well as list any environmental factors that 
may have contributed to the child’s death. 
The bill also requires the Department of Pub-
lic Health to publish current data it receives 
from coroner reports so the public has access 
to reporting concerning SIDS.

Illinois resident Ashley Lamps inspired 
this legislation and now runs a foundation 
that advocates for SIDS awareness and the 
use of safe sleep practices. To learn more or 
to help, visit the Aden Lamps Foundation 
website.

Senate Bill 1568 now heads to the House 
of Representatives for consideration.

In an effort to increase funding for pe-
diatric cancer research, the Illinois Senate RICH
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CLOSURES:  Monday, May 27—Clinics closed. EZ Care (Paris) open 
                                                   9am to 7pm. 

Opening in May!
The Yellow Block Mercantile

Home Decor
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1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 
Marshall, Illinois 62441
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for example, which is pretty 
darned important. Infra-
structure costs real money 
and that money has to come 
from somewhere.

Some legislators are 
pushing for more property 
tax relief from the gov-
ernor’s income tax plan, 
which, if they’re successful, 
would mean less money for 
state programs or higher 
rates than the governor 
originally proposed, or both.

And, as I write this, big 
decisions still need to be 
made about cannabis and 
sports betting legalization.

This is not a light load, 
particularly since the gov-
ernor’s office, and not leg-
islative staff, appears to be 
drafting the final versions of 

their bills and the governor’s 
staff is not exactly brim-
ming with extra people just 
waiting around for assign-
ments. I think Pritzker’s staff 
is probably the smallest one 
I’ve ever seen. 

There’s also this thing 
called the budget that still 
must be worked out. Pritz-
ker’s budget proposal seeks 
to plug some big fiscal holes 
by using revenues from 
cannabis, sports betting, the 
new tax on video gaming 
and a bunch of other things 
that aren’t easy to pass. And 
that’s just the revenue side. 
There will be disagreements 
over spending as well.

Not that Pritzker’s fellow 
Democrats (or the Republi-
cans) have anything serious 
to counter the governor’s 
proposals with, except on 
the edges. There are no real 

competing ideas out there, 
so the task at hand is con-
vincing members of his own 
party to just grit hard and 
vote for these bills. 

The governor’s budget 
also proposes stuff like phas-
ing out the private school 
tuition tax credit program, 
which has strong support 
among some Catholic, Jew-
ish and other legislators.

He would also impose 
a tax on disposable plas-
tic shopping bags, which 
has the potential to anger 
millions of Illinoisans every 
week for the grand revenue 
total of a mere $20 million 
a year. And he wants to 
pick yet another fight with 
the powerful Illinois Retail 
Merchants Association over 
how much sales tax money 
that retailers can keep as 
payment for collecting the 

sales tax.
Not to mention the Sen-

ate may be combining some 
energy-related bills into an 
omnibus package.

And the House is work-
ing on a massive ethics and 
sexual harassment proposal.  

And don’t forget the 
hundreds and hundreds of 
bills that were passed during 
the first few months of the 
spring session and are now 
awaiting committee hearings 
and floor votes in the oppo-
site chambers.

This could turn out to 
be the busiest and most 
consequential final month of 
session I’ve ever seen. 

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitol-
fax@gmail.com.)

RIGHTER
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Bill 946 passed April 11 that 
authorizes the Illinois De-
partment of Human Services 
(IDHS) to issue a decal for 
pediatric cancer awareness.

The decals have an original 
issuance fee of $25, with $10 
to the awareness fund and 
$15 to the Secretary of State 
Special License Plate Fund. 
The renewal fee is $25 with 
$23 to the fund and $2 to 
the Secretary of State Special 
License Plate Fund.

The legislation was 
inspired by a Jersey Coun-
ty family’s struggle with 
pediatric cancer. Jonny Wade 
was diagnosed at age seven 
and passed away in 2015 after 
bravely battling the disease 
for nearly a year. His family 
has continued to advocate 
for further research in his 
memory.

Senate Bill 946 is currently 
in the House of Represen-
tatives for further consider-
ation.

Legislation to ensure 
Illinois schools receive all of 
the property tax money com-
mitted to them through the 
tax extension process passed 
out of the Illinois Senate on 
April 12.

Senate Bill 1043 seeks to 
address the concern that 
school districts, as well 
as all other taxing bodies, 
are losing funding due to 
refunds issued by coun-
ty treasurer’s offices for 
Certificates of Errors and 
appeal adjustments, both of 
which are out of the control 
of the taxing district. 

The reduction in a taxing 
district’s expected levy 
revenue is a result of the 
cancellations and abatements 
administered by the state and 
county offices. These adjust-
ments, made after a taxing 
body’s levy is approved and 
the tax bills are sent, are pre-
venting taxing districts, such 
as schools, from receiving 
100 percent of their publicly 
approved levy extensions.

The bill is currently in the 

House of Representatives for 
further consideration.

This week on Earth Day, a 
coalition of Illinois agencies 
revealed plans and unveiled 
a new pollinator habitat near 
the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture building at the 
Illinois State Fairgrounds. 
The purpose is to preserve 
monarch butterflies.

Also, a groundbreaking 
ceremony was held for a new 
pollinator habitat at the fair-
grounds. Monarch butterflies 
are important because they 
help pollinate plants that 
produce fruit and important 
food we consume.

For more details on the 
Illinois Monarch Project, visit 
www.ilagformonarchs.org.

April is Recovery Pre-
paredness Month, and IEMA 
has released a helpful guide 
on how residents can be pre-
pared to quickly and efficient-
ly recover from disasters.

Here IEMA’s five tips:
nGet Organized. Secure 

and organize financial and 
critical personal, household 

and medical information. 
Having these items in a safe 
place can expedite insurance 
claims and other emergency 
expenses. 
nSavings. Saving is the 

best financial defense against 
disasters. A little bit at a time 
can go a long way. A rainy day 
fund can help invest in the 
family’s safety. 
nInsurance. Obtain 

property (homeowners 
or renters), health and life 
insurance.  
nInventory. Make an in-

ventory of possessions using 
photographs and/or videos. 
nCommunication. The 

family may not be togeth-
er when a disaster strikes. 
Develop a Family Commu-
nication Plan outlining how 
family members will contact 
one another when a disaster 
strikes. 

 (Senator Dale Righter 
(R-Mattoon) represents the 
55th District in the Illinois 
Senate. Part of his district in-
cludes Kansas and Grandview 
townships in Edgar County.)

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?
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Hospitality, LLC.
Efforts by the city, PED-

CO and the Paris Chamber of 
Commerce over the past sev-
eral years have attempted to 
locate a hotel developer for the 
city. Several feasibility studies 
were completed for potential 
projects, but did not attract at-
tention within the hospitality 
industry.

Hotels, especially by a major 
franchise, generally depend on 
highway traffic for successful 
operation. Paris’ location away 
from the interstate highway 
system discouraged attention 
to the city’s efforts.

Recently contact was re-
newed with Horve Hospitali-
ty Management Inc. through 
the efforts of First Mid Bank, 
which had worked with the 
Horve family on previous de-
velopments. PEDCO board 
president Bob Colvin credited 
contacts with the First Mid 
system by Spencer Russell 
from the Paris First Mid Bank 
staff with the opportunity to 
talk to Horve, who has devel-
oped a number of hotel proj-
ects in recent years. He cur-
rently operates four hotels and 
hospitality centers in Decatur, 
Forsythe and Mt. Zion.

Horve met with officials of 
local industry, such as North 
American Lighting, plus Par-
is Community Hospital and 
other businesses that attract 
overnight visitors. One was Jill 
Mattingly whose Bloomfield 

HOTEL
FROM PAGE 1A

BID
FROM PAGE 1A

take.
He continued to express 

concern the bid proposal re-
quirement of only three am-
bulances is insufficient for 
emergency response. Horizon 
Health has two ambulances 
that are used mostly to transfer 
patients from Paris Communi-
ty Hospital to other facilities. 
A third ambulance is on order. 
ECSSAA has five ambulances.

“Our concern is 911 calls 
– not transfers. That’s not our 
business,” said Farnham.

He added both bids met 
the specifications as set by the 
county board, but there are 
some things he wants included 
in the contract to be worked 
out after awarding the bid. His 
first issue is making it clear pa-
tients have the say, where appli-
cable, of where they are trans-
ported for treatment.

“It is what is best for the pa-
tient not what is best for the 
hospital or ECSSAA,” said 
Farnham.

Another priority is estab-
lishing an ambulance board to 
provide oversight of the am-
bulance service, and Farnham 
wants response time as part of 
the contract.

“If it is not being met, we 
need a way to address that,” he 
said.

That observation raised an 
issue with board member John 
Chittick.

“If we have no tax money in 
this, we have no leverage in the 
contract,” said Chittick. “The 
only thing we can do is default 
the contract, and I don’t think 
we want to go through this 
again.”

Board member Derrick Lo-
renzen disagreed the county 
lacks leverage. He said the con-
tract for the special service area 
can impose fines if response 
times are not met as stipulated 
in the agreement. 

The likelihood of putting the 
ECSSAA out of business and 
ending employment for more 

instead of taking an issue to 
trial.

“My advice to my clients 
will be to consider negotia-
tion,” said Smith. “Ameren 
has always indicated a will-
ingness to talk. My advice 
is to work out something 
agreeable before going to a 
jury trial.”

He explained any of the 
landowners failing to reach 
a settlement with Ameren 
on the right of way issue 
will be taken into individual 
eminent domain trials with 
juries deciding the amount 

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

A third ambulance for the 
Horizon Health Emergency 
Medical Services (HHEMS) 
is expected to arrive in Paris 
May 7 as Horizon leadership 
prepares for a seamless tran-
sition as the new operator for 
the Special Service Area No. 1 
Ambulance District.

Horizon Health was award-
ed the ambulance bid Monday, 
April 22, by the Edgar County 
Board.

Horizon Health Chief Fi-
nancial Officer and vice-pres-
ident of finance Marty Adams 
emphasized the decision to 
seek the ambulance service 
contract is in line with Hori-
zon’s vision.

“Philosophically, we are 
moving forward with our 
vision — “To meet the ev-
er-changing healthcare needs 
of our communities,” Adams 
said, noting Horizon’s outreach 
beyond Edgar County.

In addition to the third am-
bulance — which joins the two 
paramedic ambulances already 
in service by HHEMS — a 
paramedic vehicle is expected 
to arrive anytime for use by the 
supervisor on duty, according 
to critical care manager Saman-
tha McCarty. That vehicle will 
include paramedic equipment 
in addition to what the ambu-
lances carry. 

Horizon Health President 
and CEO Oliver Smith said the 
bid specifications provided by 

the county also required two 
paramedic level ambulances 
available 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, 365 days a year. 

“That means we will have 
butts in the seats ready to go 
within two minutes 24 hours a 
day,” McCarty said. 

Smith said Horizon Health 
officials approached the am-
bulance bidding as it does all 
bidding. “This was a business 
decision for us. We are excited 
to move forward and serve our 
communities,” he noted.

Change is problematic for 
some, Smith noted, and the 
present ambulance service 
providers have earned the trust 
of people. “It’s just a matter of 
time until we earn that trust, 
too,” he said.

There is a sentiment the 
hospital had this (ambulance) 
service and could not facili-
tate it in the past, Adams ex-
plained.  “There have been 
significant improvements in 
the services offered at Hori-
zon Health that have been 
the direct result of significant 
financial and operational im-
provements.  We have already 
seen this trend with our cur-
rent EMS service,” he said.

Horizon Health is a com-
pletely different set up than 
when the hospital operated 
the ambulance service before, 
Adams said. “This is an entirely 
different set up, rules and reg-
ulations.” Administration of 
Horizon Health is no longer 
through an outside company 

but by local residents — many 
of which are Edgar County 
area natives, he said.

Horizon Health will oper-
ating the ambulance service 
without accepting any tax dol-
lars from the Special Service 
Area No. 1 Ambulance Dis-
trict, Adams noted, saving tax-
payers $1.96 million over the 
five years of the contract. “We 
are absolutely confident we can 
do it,” he said.

It is likely the third ambu-
lance will be used for transfers, 
McCarty said.

One of the concerns ex-
pressed by some residents of 
the seven townships of the 
special services ambulance 
district is whether some of the 
paramedics working for the 
HHEMS — some of whom 
are Charleston firefighters — 
are familiar enough with Edgar 
County.

“I believe it speaks volumes 
that there are people with el-
evated skill sets that want to 
work here — and make the 
drive to do it,” Adams said. 

McCarty said training is 
underway for all HHEMS per-
sonnel along with police, dep-
uties and other first responders 
on the 911 mapping system. 
“Edgar County’s 911 grid and 
Coles County’s grid are the 
same,” she said. 

McCarty said meetings have 
also been held with Paris Fire 
Chief Brian Gates as well as 
other first responders. “We’re 
proud to be working collabo-

rately with all the first respond-
ers,” she said. “We respect 
them and the work they do to 
protect our citizens.”

McCarty said of the 25 team 
members now employed by 
HHEMS, 18 are paramedics, 
four are pre-hospital registered 
nurses, six are flight paramed-
ic/flight nurses, seven are full-
time firefighter paramedics, 
seven are basic emergency 
medical technicians and four 
are currently enrolled in a 
paramedic course or nursing 
school.

“That’s a combined 
250-years of experience,” Mc-
Carty said. 

McCarty said HHEMS will 
be hiring additional personnel. 
The jobs have been posted and 
all are welcome to apply. Ad-
ams emphasized in addition 
to competitive pay, Horizon 
Health offers full benefits. 

Marketing manager Erin 
Frank said Horizon Health 
wants to answer the commu-
nity concerns and questions 
about the upcoming changes. 
On Friday at www.myhorizon.
org/services/emergencyser-
vices/emsambulance, answers 
to questions concerning the 
ambulance contract were post-
ed, Frank said.

In addition, Horizon Health 
leadership is planning a com-
munity forum at 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 14, in confer-
ence room A. “We want to hear 
concerns and questions,” Frank 
said.

than 20 people disturbed 
board member Dan Bruner. 
Eric Shaughnessy stated at 
a previous meeting not get-
ting the contract is the end 
of the business as it cannot 
function without the tax 
funds providing basic sup-
port. 

“I disagree with ending a 
business,” said Bruner, not-
ing he pays less than $23 
in taxes each year to help 
underwrite the ambulance 
service – an amount he con-
sidered reasonable.

Chittick and Farnham 
also disliked the idea of tak-
ing action that will result in 
the loss of a business.

Voigt replied to Bruner’s 
assertion that $23 is a rea-
sonable tax by noting that 
is not a uniform amount 
across all property own-
ers and accepting Horizon 
Health’s bid results in a tax 
savings of $1.9 million over 
the five-year contract.

When the vote came 
Bruner, Chittick and Phil 
Ludington voted against ac-
cepting the Horizon Health 
bid. Farnham, Lorenzen 
and Andy Patrick voted in 
favor. Voigt was compelled 
to cast the deciding vote 
and Horizon Health is now 
responsible for ambulance 
response in the special ser-
vice area starting June 1. 

After the vote, Voigt 
asked the ambulance com-
mittee to begin talking with 
the Horizon Health admin-
istration and Edgar County 
State’s Attorney Mark Isaf to 
create a workable contract 
as soon as possible.

Chittick asked to be re-
lieved of the ambulance 
committee responsibilities 
again asserting without 
the county providing tax 
money there is no method 
to assure Horizon Health’s 
compliance with the con-
tract terms.

Farnham, Lorenzen and 
Patrick were asked to han-
dle the contract talks.

HHEMS preparing for future

Ned Jenison/The Prairie Press

Hotel developer Steve Horve of Forsythe, at right, describes 
the features and amenities of a new 72-unit Hampton Inn Ho-
tel, which will be located on South Main Street, just north of 
the Horizon Health EZ Care walk-in clinic. Horve and his son 
Jake, center, who will manage construction of the four-story 
building, made the presentation at this week’s Paris City 
Council meeting after successful negotiation of a Develop-
ment Incentive Agreement with the city, approved by the 
council at the start of the meeting. Paris Mayor Craig Smith, 
left, welcomed the development as a significant step toward 
future economic growth of the community. Groundbreaking 
on the 2.1-acre site is expected later this spring. Hampton 
Inn is the largest of the Hilton hotels franchise brands.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHRISMAN – The an-
nual Chrisman Spring Fling 
returns to the town square 
business district May 3 and 
4.

Activities include garage 
sales all over town May 3 
and May 4. The time of the 
sales are set by the individu-
al households.

Visitors to town May 
5 can prepare for a day of 
visiting garage sales with a 
hearty pancake breakfast by 
the Chrisman Area Com-
munity Club served at the 

Chrisman Spring Fling 
American Legion Post. Ser-
vice of the pancakes and sau-
sage meal starts at 7 a.m. and 
continues until supplies are 
exhausted, which is generally 
around 10 a.m.

The Chrisman Public Li-
brary is sponsoring a plant and 
bake sale 8 a.m.-noon May 5 in 
the city park across from the 
library. Flowers on Main from 
Georgetown will set up in the 
park gazebo with hanging bas-
kets and other flowers, with 
sales benefitting the library.

Library supporters are sup-
plying a variety of baked treats 
and sales help fund the library.

Barn venue north of Paris 
for weddings and other fam-
ily events looks for hospital-
ity housing most weekends 
of the year. She was abso-
lutely delighted to welcome 
the new hotel project.

The hotel’s location ben-
efits from all necessary 
utilities already extended 
to the property. Some con-
struction benefits also result 
from the city’s Enterprise 
Zone designation, and its 
location in the Jasper Street 
Tax Increment Finance Re-
development Project Area.

Other assistance will 
include construction of 
a storm water retention 
pond by the city on PED-
CO-owned property on the 
east side of Marshall Street, 
to keep rain runoff away 
from the state highway.

Horve recalled having 
been contacted three years 
ago by Steve Blair of Feutz 
Contractors, who had 
worked on other hotel proj-
ects with the family. At the 
time other commitments 
held his attention, but he 
was familiar with the city 
through family connections.

His initial start in the 
construction business was 
developing high-end resi-
dential properties in the De-
catur area. The family later 
moved into hotel construc-
tion. The Paris project will 
be the 22nd hotel Horve has 
developed personally, while 
also assisting other develop-
ers with hotel construction.

BY NED JENISON
njenison@mac.com 

Paris retired a Chief of Po-
lice, appointed a new one, ad-
opted a budget for the coming 
year, and took other steps to 
wind up its four years of oper-
ation at the Monday, April 22, 
city council session.

Highlight of the meeting 
was the announcement of a 
new Hampton Inn hotel de-
velopment for the city. But in 
other respects it was a meeting 
to wrap up the past administra-
tion and pave the way for the 
next, starting May 1. The first 
meeting of the new city coun-
cil is Monday, May 8.

Paris Police Chief Mike 
Henness will end a 30-year 
career with the Paris Police 
Department as an officer and 
more recently as chief.

“I thank the citizens of Paris 
for supporting the department 
over these years,” Henness said 
as Mayor Craig Smith present-
ed a replica of the official city 
police badge designating Hen-
ness a retired chief of police.

Later in the meeting the 
council officially appointed 
Eric Brown the new city police 
chief effective in May.

Following a public hear-
ing in advance of the regular 
meeting, the council adopted 
the fiscal 2020 city budget 
ending April 30, 2020. In total, 
the document allows for dis-
cretionary spending of up to 
$14,620,108 while anticipat-
ing revenues of $12,647,380. 

Smith emphasized, “The 
city only spends money that 
it receives. We budget big, but 
spend as good fiscal stewards,” 
of public funds. The budget 
covers projects and expenses 
that may or may not be ap-
proved, but need to be listed as 
possibilities.

Available income from lo-
cal taxes and state allocations 
also includes some $600,000 
in the Downtown TIF District 
account, and $900,000 in the 
Jasper Street TIF District ac-
count, the mayor noted.

To prepare for the new city 
year starting May 1, the council 
also approved compensation 
schedules for all city employ-
ees not covered by a union 
agreement, and continued 
the regular meeting schedule 
as 5:30 p.m. on the second 
and fourth Mondays of each 
month, with an agenda meet-
ing the previous Wednesday at 
4 p.m.

A city ordinance adopted 
several years ago calling for an 
annual increase in monthly 
water rates was abated, or can-
celed for next year by the coun-
cil. This has generally been 
the case in recent years when 
income from the water/sewer 
billing was sufficient to cover 
the expenses of the city utility.

Looking ahead, the council 

approved the annual Amer-
ican Legion Memorial Day 
ceremony for 11 a.m. Monday, 
May 27, and the annual Shrine 
weekend June 7-9 with a pa-
rade Saturday afternoon, June 
8.

Appointments to various 
city boards and committees 
for members whose terms 
expire the end of April were 
approved. New terms from 
May 1, 2019, to May 1, 2022, 
include (except as otherwise 
noted):
nBoard of Fire and Police 

Commissioners – Cynthia 
Belt. 
nLibrary Board – Karen 

Earlywine, George Griffin, 
Cherie Lehman.
nPark Board – Melinda 

Young, Jody Thierl, Tom Tut-
tle.
nPlanning Commission – 

Ned Jenison, Donna Garver.
nHistoric Preservation – 

Ned Jenison, Bob Colvin.
nTax Increment Economic 

Development – George Grif-
fin, to 2024.
nLaker Stadium Board – 

Michael Martin, Nick Hutch-
ings.
nParis Center for Fine Arts 

– Sue Casey, Michael Step, An-
gela Griffin.
nWater Safety Officer – 

Don Humphrey to May 1, 
2021.
nThe council authorized 

the Board of Fire and Police 
Commissioners to hire anoth-
er police officer.

In other housekeeping ac-
tion, the council approved 
an estimate from Cassity’s 
Garage to rebuild a police 
car transmission for $3,683; 
approved an old invoice of 
$700 from Fire Apparatus for 
annual fire pump testing; and 
a proposal from Vadas Auto 
Parts for a four-post lift jack 
for the street department cost-
ing $2,631.

Commissioner Jerry Bran-
son reminded the public the 
city-sponsored Spring Clean-
Up takes place this weekend 
with the street department col-
lection area at the North High 
Street garage area open to city 
residents from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

At the opening of the reg-
ular meeting, Smith present-
ed several proclamations for 
upcoming events. Beta Sigma 
Phi Week was designated for 
the week of April 29 as mem-
bers of the four local chapters 
gathered. The service sorority 
will hold a Founders Day ban-
quet Tuesday, April 30.

The annual Letter Carriers’ 
National Food Day drive is 
Saturday, May 11. Non-per-
ishable food items may be left 
by residential mailboxes, or 
taken to the Paris Post Office. 
All contributions benefit the 
local Compassionate Food 
Pantry.

City council closes 
term with full agenda

CARE’s main goal with 
the drug take back is to get 
opioids and other prescrip-
tion medicines away from 
potential use by addicts.

Pharmacist Steve Bene-
fiel helped with the event 
by removing the caps on 
the bottles and dumping 
the contents into paper 
bags for incineration.

Benefiel said the event 
was going well. He brought 
about 100 pounds of old 
medication from his Pear-
man Pharmacy, and the 
jail had a large stockpile of 
medicine retrieved from a 
drop box at the front of the 
building where people can 
leave unwanted medica-
tion at any time.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Randy Bedwell of Data Management Shredding operates a 
truck size-shredder Earth Day Monday, April 22, in front of 
Prospect Bank. The bank sponsored a community shred day 
providing people an opportunity to dispose of unneeded doc-
uments in a confidential and environmentally friendly way.

The public also responded.
“We’ve probably had about 

10 pound dropped off,” Bene-
fiel said shortly before noon.

He and Deputy Brice Strat-
ton emptied the pills from 
the bottles and blister packs 
into paper bags, and Sheriff 
Jeff Wood operated a special 
incinerator with a powered 
air supply that is designed 
specifically for destroying 
medicine. CARE helped the 
sheriff ’s department acquire 
the device

Powered incineration is 
considered the most envi-
ronmentally responsible way 
to dispose of old medicine. 
Trashing it into a landfill can 
result in the chemicals leach-
ing into the groundwater, and 
the practice of flushing the 
pills down a toilet eventually 
impacts surface streams and 
rivers.  

of damages due.
In hindsight, Smith said 

the due process argument 
challenging the ICC and the 
Illinois statute was the right 
course given the circumstances 
and law as it existed at the time. 
The local landowners must 
now accede to Ameren’s use 
of their property but their ex-
perience resulted in changing 
Illinois law.

“There should have been 
a notice requirement,” said 
Smith. “That has been rectified 
by Senator (Chapin) Rose and 
the other senators. Some good 
has come out of this, because 
this will never happen again to 
another landowner.”
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Pal-Hut 
defeats 
Titans
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yaho.com

KANSAS — A big 
fourth inning by Pales-
tine-Hutsonville spelled 
defeat for the Tri-County 
baseball team as they fell 
to the Tigers 17-1 Monday, 
April 22.

After getting their first 
two wins of the 2019 base-
ball season Wednesday, 
April 17, the Tri-County 
Titans hoped to make it 
three in a row on Monday 
hosting the Hutsonville/
Palestine Tigers in an 
LOVC Southeast Division 
contest in Kansas.  

The two teams faced off 
April 5 in Hutsonville with 
the Tigers taking a 7-6 win 
in eight innings. The Titans 
were hoping even the sea-
son series.

The visiting Tigers got 
the bats going as the wind 
was blowing out in Kan-
sas. With a five run fourth 
inning, the Tigers never 
looked back taking a 17-1 
win.

After both teams strand-
ed the bases loaded in the 
first inning. 

The Tigers got on the 
board in the top of the sec-
ond as Kegan Cooper hit a 
single to score Ryder Law-
horn to give Pal-Hut a 1-0 
lead.  The Tigers added to 
that lead in the top of the 
third with two runs as Evan 
Newlin reached base on a 
Titan throwing error scor-
ing Brennen Burkett and 
Jess Newlin on the play in-
creasing the lead to 3-0.

The Titans battled back 
in the bottom of the frame 
scoring one run. Kenzal 
Lloyd singled to left field 
scoring Mitch Pollock to 
cut the deficit to 3-1. 

The Tigers broke the 
game open with five runs in 
the top of the fourth with 
the big blow being a three-
run home run to right field 
by Burkett scoring giving 
Pal-Hut an 8-1 lead.

After the Tigers scored 
two runs in the fifth and 
sixth innings, the visitors 
poured it on in the top of 
the seventh with seven 
more runs including an-
other three run home run 
to give the visitors the 17-1 
lead.

Titan Mitch Pollock 
finished 2 for 3 with a sto-
len base and a run scored 
while Kenzal Lloyd was 2 
for 3 with an RBI.  The duo 
of Lucas Bosch and Jacob 
Knofsky both went 1 for 3 
and Caleb Ard picked up a 
stolen base.

Ard went two-thirds of 
an inning in relief giving up 
two hits and five runs — all 
earned — while walking 
three and striking out two.  
Jack Armstrong took the 
loss, pitching three innings 
and giving up four hits and 
three runs — none of them 
earned — while walking 
three and striking out three.  
Greg Reese went two and 
one-third innings in relief 
giving up two hits and two 
runs  — both earned — 
while walking six and strik-
ing out one.  Carson Logan 
threw 21 pitches without 
recording an out giving 
up four runs — all earned 
— while walking four. An-
thony Jones went the final 
inning in relief giving up 
two hits and three runs — 
all earned — while walking 
two and striking out two.

Congratulations Congratulations 
to the Paris Lady Tigers

for setting a new school 
record for wins! 22-1!

Visit our                         page

Tigers move above .500
Paris takes down Red Hill Salukis 11-1 to pick up fourth consecutive win; now 12-11 overall

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

While the Lady Tigers 
were busy making history on 
the softball diamond Friday 
night, the Tiger baseball team 
moved their record back over 
the .500 mark with an 11-1 
win over Little Illini Confer-
ance foe Red Hill.

The Tigers has now won 
four games in a row, and im-
prove to 12-11 overall and 3-2 
in the Little Illini Conference. 
Red Hill falls to 3-10 overall 
and 1-6 in the LIC.

The Tigers jumped out to 
a quick 4-0 lead after one in-
ning of play as Mason Hutch-
ings drove the third pitch of 
the game over the right field-
er’s head for a stand-up triple. 
Jude Sullivan smashed a dou-
ble to right field to plate the 

first run. Caleb Gates reached 
on an infield single to put run-
ners at the corners with no-
body out. Sullivan scored on a 
double steal as Gates was safe 
at second base. Brock Minor 
was hit by a pitch, then Blayne 
Roberts walked. Ball four got 
away from the catcher allow-
ing Gates to score the third 
run. JT Johnson then singled 
to left to bring in Minor.

In the second inning 
Hutchings was hit by a pitch 
to lead things off. Sullivan 
then launched a towering 
two-run home run over the 
scoreboard in right field to 
make it 6-0 and the rout was 
on. Sullivan led the 12-hit 
attack for the Tigers with a 
two-run homer, a double, and 
a single. He had five RBI’s on 
the day. Hutchings had a tri-

ple and a single; Johnson had 
a pair of singles, Gates, Mi-
nor, Karson Martin, Connor 
Gore, and Hudson Hollis all 
had singles in the game. Hol-
lis added two runs batted in.

Not only did he have a 
great day at the plate, Sullivan 
also picked up the victory on 
the mound. He tossed two in-
nings of no-hit ball, allowing 
a walk and striking out two. 
Martin pitched a perfect third 
inning and he struck out two. 
Mitchell Worrell also worked 
just one inning, allowing a 
run on two hits, he walked 
two and struck out one. Bryan 
Kohlmeyer struck out one in 
his only inning or work, and 
Garrett King did the same.

Paris is hosting Oakwood 
today in a single game sched-
uled to get underway at 10 

a.m. Monday the Tigers will 
travel to Newton for an LIC 
matchup with the Eagles. 
Tuesday Paris will host the 
Charleston Trojans, then host 
Georgetown-Ridge Farm 
Thursday. They will travel to 
Okaw Valley for a non-con-
ference matchup Saturday, 
May 4.

PARIS 12, CASEY-WESTFIELD 2
The Paris Tiger baseball 

team won its third game in 
a row over the visiting Ca-
sey-Westfield Warriors Mon-
day afternoon, April 22, by 
the score of 12-2 in five in-
nings.

With the victory, the Tigers 
even their overall record at 
11-11 on the season, and im-
prove to 2-2 in the Little Illini 
Conference. Casey falls to 11-

8(1-3 in LIC). 
The three-game Tiger win 

streak is the longest of the 
season.

Things started out a little 
rocky for the Tigers as they 
gave up two unearned runs 
with two outs in the top of the 
first inning. 

The Paris team answered 
immediately in their half of 
the first. 

Mason Hutchings walked 
to lead off the game before 
Caleb Gates singled to left, 
and Brock Minor walked to 
load the bases. Down 0-2 in 
the count, JT Johnson hit a 
line drive that carried over the 
left fielder’s head for a bases 
clearing triple to give the Ti-
gers an early 3-2 lead.  

Paris took advantage of 
See TIGERS, Page 10A

Tigers 
drop 
matches 
BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas86@gmail.com

The Paris Tiger tennis 
team dropped consecutive 
matches this past week to 
Casey-Westfield and Teu-
topolis. 

The Tigers entered 
their match with Little 
Illini Conference foe Ca-
sey-Westfield hoping to 
improve on their confer-
ence record, but fell 6-3 
Monday afternoon, April 
22, on a busy day at the 
Paris Sports Complex.

The Warriors set the Ti-
gers back to 1-3 in the LIC, 
thanks in part to returning 
their entire team from last 
year. 

Paris Head Coach Stefan 
Aydt recognized the differ-
ence. 

“They were much im-
proved, so we had much 
more competitive match-
es than last year when we 
swept them 9-0,” Aydt 
said. “Every match in sin-
gles had at least one set 
that was 6-3 or closer and 
a lot of the games went to 
deuce, so the players were 
very evenly matched.”

At No.1 singles, Na-
than Minnis played well 
but had trouble winning 
points once his opponent 
got to the net, leading to 
a 6-2, 6-3 loss. At the No. 
2 singles, Ethan Graham 
started out strong, win-
ning the first set 6-3. After 
that, Cochonour of Casey 
did a much better job of 
returning Graham’s hard-
hit groundstrokes, leading 
to some great points in 
the second and third sets, 
which both went Casey’s 
way for a 3-6, 6-4, 6-3 win. 

No. 3 singles player 
Caleb Lawson hit a lot of 
good angles, but his op-
ponent always had a reply, 
winning 6-3, 6-2. 

Sean Blair played a mar-
athon at the fifth spot, with 
lots of long games. He 
struggled with consistency 
in the first set, falling 6-1, 
but came back strong to 
take the second set 6-2. He 
wasn’t able to pull out the 
third set.  

The Tigers were able 
to get two wins in singles. 
Tanner Clark picked up a 

LADY TIGERS ESTABLISH NEW SCHOOL RECORD

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

The Lady Tigers 13-2 victory over Red Hill Friday, April 26. improved theParis team’s overall record to 22-1, setting aa new school 
record for wins in a single season.  The previous record of 21 wins on a single season was set in 2007.  The Lady Tigers will return 
to action and play for theLittle Illini Conference title Monday, April 29, at Newton.

The winningest team ever
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

The 2019 Paris Lady Tigers softball 
team is officially the winningest team 
in school history.

Following a one-day delay due to 
rain, the Paris Lady Tigers hosted the 
Red Hill Lady Salukis in a Little Illini 
Conference matchup on Friday night, 
and came away with a record-setting 
13-2 victory.

The win gives the Lady Tigers a 22-1 
record on the season, and perfect 5-0 
mark in the LIC. Red Hill falls to 8-9 
(2-5 in LIC)

This game — smack-dab in the 
middle of the LIC schedule — had a 
little more significance than any other 
on the docket this season. If the Lady 
Tigers took care of business, the 2019 
team would find themselves alone at 
the top of the record book for wins in 
a season. 

Mission accomplished.
With the record squarely in their 

sights, the Lady Tigers wasted little 
time in making sure Friday would be a 
night of celebration. They scored three 
runs in the first inning, eight in the 
second and one each in the third and 
fourth innings to cruise to the victory.

Kaitlyn Mathews and Brooklyn 
Westerfield started things off for the 
Tigers with consecutive singles in the 
bottom of the first. Aubrey Sanders 
reached on an error which allowed 
Mathews to score the first run. The 
second run came across on a fielder’s 

choice with the third run scoring on an 
RBI single by Whitney Todd.

Paris put the game out of reach in 
the second inning as Kelsie Dosch led 
off with a double, advancing to third on 
a sacrifice bunt, then scored on a single 
by Mathews. Infield singles by Wester-
field and Sanders loaded the bases with 
just one out. Sydney Fox laid down a 
sacrifice bunt, then Katrina Strow fol-

lowed suit to make the score 6-1. Ken-
dall Mathews singled with two outs to 
plate another run, then Dosch knocked 
her second hit of the inning to drive in 
another run. Carlei Sapp was hit by a 
pitch to bring in the 10th run.Wester-
field singled to make the score 11-1.

Coach Jeremy Clodfelder was elated 
at his teams’ performance — and also 

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Kaitlyn Mathews slides into second base under the glove of the Red Hill defender 
during Friday’s game at Paris High School.

See RECORD, Page 10A See TENNIS, Page 10A
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Eagle Ridge Memberships 
Single Walk                      $ 900.00       Single w/Cart     $1600.00 
Couple Walk                    $1000.00      Couple w/Cart    $2000.00                 
Family Walk                     $1100.00      Family w/Cart    $2200.00      
Trail Fee $600.00              JR Golf Membership (7-High School Senior) $200.00
Storage Fee $75.00        Club Rental $10.00
Daily Fees   9 Holes              9 Holes              18 Holes             18 Holes 
                  w/ Cart                                           w/ Cart
Monday    $ 9.00              $15.00  $13.00  $23.00
Tuesday – Thursday  $10.00              $17.00  $15.00  $29.00
Tuesday & Thursday Twilight $10.00              $14.00  $15.00  $20.00
(After 3pm)
Friday – Sunday   $15.00              $22.00  $20.00  $34.00
Saturday & Sunday Twilight $10.00              $15.00  $15.00  $25.00
(After 3pm)

Kids 7-14   $7.00              $7.00                  $14.00  $14.00 
(With paying adult)
Eagle Combo Packages Cards
10 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart $ 275.00             CDGA System: $30 
20 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart  $ 525.00
30 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart           $ 750.00

**Upcoming Outing**
1st Annual Chrisman Cardinals golf outing - Saturday, May 18. Lunch at 11:30, tee time 12:30. 

$60 per player. Contact Lane Good at lagood23@gmail.com or sign up in the pro shop.
928 Clinton Road, Paris, IL 61944 • www.eagleridgeparis.com  • 217-463-3434

Eagle Ridge Golf Course Rates2019

Hours 
Monday-Friday
8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday
7 a.m.-8 p.m.

OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials

Breaded Tenderloin   $3.25

309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL  • (217) 465-5812

Chicken Salad, Chips & Drink   $5.50

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK:
Apricot

more walks by the Casey 
pitchers in the second inning 
as Zach Farnham led off with 
a walk, then advanced on a 
sacrifice bunt by Karson Mar-
tin. Jude Sullivan drew a two-
out walk, then Gates delivered 

a double to the wall in center 
field to clear the bases. Minor 
singled on a fly ball that was 
lost in the sun to score Gates 
all the way from second and 
increase the lead to 6-2. 

An error, a walk and an 
single loaded the bases in the 
bottom of the fourth inning 
with two outs for the Tigers. 
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also their accomplishment in 
achieving the school record. 

“I’m so happy for our play-
ers, coaches, families and fans 
on the setting of the record,” 
Clodfelder said. “I’m really 
proud of our team today. We 
really played pretty well in all 
facets of the game. We hit the 
ball with authority and played 
great with our short game.”

Hitting the ball with au-
thority is nothing new for 
the Lady Tigers — and Fri-
day was no exception. Paris 
pounded out 15 hits in the 
gametaking advantage of the 
high winds on the Illinois 
prairie and errors by Red Hill.

Dosch led the way with 
a double and two singles in 
three plate appearances. She 
also drove in one run. WCIA 
Channel 3 Athlete of the 
Week Kaitlyn Mathews con-
tinued her torrid season with 
a three-for-three performance 
of her own. The junior also 
drove in a pair of runs on the 
day. Westerfield was the third 
Tiger to collect three hits on 
the day to go along with one 
RBI. Strow had a triple, a 
single and drove in one run. 
Sanders, Fox, Todd, and Ken-
dall Mathews each singled, 
with Fox and Mathews driv-
ing in a pair of runs each.

Lady Tiger pitcher Karley 
Moore scattered seven hits in 
five innings of work to pick up 
her 10th win of the season. 
The freshman hurler allowed 
two runs — one earned — 
walking five and sriking out 
two.

Monday’s game at Newton 
will be a big one for the  Lady 
Tigers as they travel to New-

ton. The game will likely de-
cide the champion of the Little 
Illini Conference. First pitch is 
scheduled for 4:30 p.m. 

On Wednesday, May 1, 
the Lady Tigers will travel to 
Charleston to face the Lady 
Trojans in a game that could 
possibly be the first of two 
between IHSA Class 3A op-
ponents in the first round of 
regional play later in May.

PARIS 12, PARKE-HERITAGE 0
ROCKVILLE, Ind. — For 

the second consecutive game 
— and the third time in their 
last four —  the Paris Lady Ti-
gers shut out their opponent.

This time, the Parke-Her-
itage Lady Wolves were the 
victims as they fell to the Lady 
Tigers 12-0 in five innings on 
Tuesday afternoon.

With the victory, the Lady 
Tigers tied the school record 
for most wins in a season. 
Their record sits at 21-1 on 
the year,. They are 4-0 in the 
Little Illini Conference.

Paris got off of the bus after 
the short trip across the state 
line and came out swinging. 
The first seven batters reached 
either by walk or hit, and the 
Lady Tigers hung seven runs 
on the scoreboard before the 
first out was recorded. 

Kaitlyn Mathews and 
Brooklyn Westerfield singled, 
then Aubrey Sanders walked 
to load the bases. Sydney 
Fox singled to center to plate 
the first run of the contest. 
Katrina Strow singled on a 
bunt, then Whitney Todd 
drew a bases-loaded walk to 
force in the third run. Kend-
all Mathews cleared the bases 
with a triple down the right 
field line. She scored on a 
sacrifice fly by Kelsie Dosch. 

When the dust had settled, 
the Lady Tigers held a 7-0 
lead after a half inning of play.

That would be plenty of run 
support for Kaitlyn Mathews 
as the junior hurler went five 
innings in earning her eighth 
win of the season. She al-
lowed just two hits on the 
day, did not walk a batter and 
struck out four.

Paris freshman  Kendall 
Mathews did all she could 
offensively to help her sister 
out, as she was three-for-three 
at the plate. She had a single, 
double and a triple and drove 
in four runs on the day. West-
erfield and Sanders had two 
hits each with Sanders driv-
ing in one run. Fox, Strow 
and Todd each had a single 
and a pair of RBIs. Kaitlyn 
Mathews and Karley Moore 
had a single each to round out 
the offense for Paris.

PARIS 3, CASEY-WESTFIELD 0
The Lady Tigers picked up 

a tough win Monday, April 
22, when they downed LIC 
conference foe Casey-West-
field, 3-0. It was the second 
straight year the Lady Tigers 
defeated the perennial softball 
powerhouse.

The win moves the Paris 
mark to 4-0 in the Little Illi-
ni Conference. Casey falls to 
15-8 overall and 2-2 in the 
LIC. 

Ask any coach at nearly any 
level of ball, and they will tell 
you that pitching and defense 
will win games and champi-
onships. Coach Jeremy Clod-
felder benefitted from the 
best of both on Monday. 

“Karley Moore did a great 
job in going the distance and 
our defense was outstanding 
behind her,” Clodfelder said. 

The freshman hurler went 
all seven innings in the circle, 
scattering five hits and strik-
ing out six.

After leaving two base run-
ners on in the bottom of the 
first inning, the Lady Tigers 
were not about to let the same 
thing happen in the second. 
Katrina Strow led off the sec-
ond inning by reaching on 
the first of two errors by the 
Lady Warriors. After stealing 
second base, Strow came in to 
score on a double off the bat 
of Kelsie Dosch to give the 
Tigers the 1-0 lead.

Sydney Fox drew a one-
out walk in the bottom of the 
third inning, then advanced 
on a single by Aubrey Sand-
ers. Both runners advanced 
on a fielder’s choice. Kend-
all Mathews smacked a hard 
grounder to third the third 
baseman misplayed, allowing 
Fox to score the second run of 
the game.

In the bottom of the fifth 
inning, Sanders provided an 
insurance run as she launched 
her team-leading sixth home 
run of the season over the 
center field fence to give the 
Tigers a 3-0 lead. Moore al-
lowed just two baserunners 
over the final four innings of 
the game to earn her ninth 
win of the season. 

Sanders led the way offen-
sively for the Lady Tigers with 
a solo home run and a single. 
Kaitlyn Mathews had a double 
and a single, Dosch had an RBI 
double  and Fox added a single. 

The Lady Tigers will travel 
to Newton on Monday in a 
showdown between the top 
two teams in the LIC. The 
Lady Eagles enter play with 
a 14-3 record overall, and are 
3-0 in the conference. 

a win at No. 4, using good 
placement to force errors in a 
6-3, 6-2 win. 

Chase Hays picked up the 
other singles win on the day 
in a 6-3, 6-2 win. 

Hays and Clark picked up 
the doubles win as well, this 
time by doing a good job of 
getting their opponents out of 
position in a 6-4, 4-6, 6-2 win.

“Casey has several aggres-
sive net players and did a 
good job of spreading them 
out between their doubles 
teams,” Aydt said. 

Minnis and Lawson had 
trouble getting control of 
points because of the hard, 
low shots that Cochonour/
Huisinga were hitting, getting 
swept 6-3. 

The duo Blair and Graham 
suffered a setback in the first 
set but managed to take the 
second set. Casey forced a tie-
break and took the match 6-1, 
7-6 (4). 

TEUTOPOLIS 6, PARIS 3
A day after playing Casey, 

Paris was unable to fend off 
the visiting Teutopolis Wood-
en Shoes in a rain out makeup 
game, getting a few rare wins 
against the traditional state 
qualifying squad. 

“Teutopolis is always one 
of the top teams in this part 
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of the state.” Aydt said. 
“Last year, five of their six 
varsity players qualified 
for state and three of those 
players are back this year. 
Their No.1 singles (Moss-
man) finished 9th at state 
in singles and they also had 
a doubles team in the top 
24, so we knew going in it 
would be a tough night.”

The Tigers gained wins 
in two singles matches. 
Ethan Graham played a 
close first set, but lost 6-3. 
He did a good job of being 
patient and forcing errors 
to come back and win in 
the second 7-5. After fall-
ing behind in the third, 
he fought off a total of six 
match points, eventually 
forcing a tiebreaker which 
he won 7-3 to pick up a win 
against a very strong player. 
Chase Hays picked up the 
other singles win on the 
night 6-2, 6-1. 

Clark and Hays were a 
strong pairing once again, 
winning quickly at No. 3 
doubles 6-2, 6-0. 

Lawson and Minnus 
jumped out to an early 4-0 
lead in No.1 doubles, and 
held on to win the first set 
6-2 before the Shoes took 
the second set win 6-0. 
Teutopolis won the tie-
breaker 7-5. T-town also 
won at No.2 doubles in 3 
sets. 

Sophomore Garrett King 
launched his first career home 
run over the left centerfield 
fence for a grand slam to make 
it 11-2.

Besides King’s home run, 
Gates collected three hits 
and a pair of RBI’s. Johnson 
drove in three with his triple; 
Minor plated two with a pair 
of singles, and Sullivan and 

Martin each had a single and 
an RBI.

Gates was dominant on 
the mound as he went four 
innings. He allowed two un-
earned runs on three hits. 
He struck out six in his 59 
pitch performance. Sullivan 
pitched the fifth inning allow-
ing just one hit while striking 
out two.

No sure bets yet for 
legalized gambling

BY GRANT MORGAN
gmorgan@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – With 
five plans being considered, 
it’s anyone guess what le-
galized sports gambling will 
look like in Illinois if the Leg-
islature approves a bill this 
spring.

One element of several of 
those plans might not yet be a 
safe bet. The wisdom of hav-
ing a $10 million one-time 
licensing fee was questioned 
during a second hearing on 
sports gambling by the House 
Revenue and Finance sub-
committee on Thursday in 
Chicago.

Testimony from the hear-
ings will be used to reconcile 
the plans proposed in Rep. 
Michael Zalewski’s (D-River-
side) holder bill, House Bill 
3308.

The proposed licensing 
fee would be paid by sports 
betting operators, such as 
casinos, race tracks or online 
platforms.

“If the licensing fee is too 
high, it’s going to prohib-
it people from entering the 
market,” said Robert David-
man, a marketing profession-
al who has helped launch 
several online gaming busi-
nesses in New Jersey, widely 
considered to have the most 
comprehensive sports betting 
system of any state. 

Davidman said fees that 
other states are considering, 
$100,000 in Indiana and 
$45,000 in Iowa, are better. 

Pennsylvania, where the fee 
is $10 million, has not sold all 
of its available licenses, Da-
vidman said. 

In his proposed fiscal year 
2020 budget, Gov. J.B. Pritz-
ker uses the sale of 20 licenses 
as a source of more than $200 
million in new revenue. 

A safer bet among the pro-
posals might be the allowance 
of mobile betting.

“Mobile sports wagering 
is not only the future, it’s the 
now,” said Jake Williams of 
iDEA Growth, a not-for-prof-
it sports betting association. 

He said mobile betting ac-

counts for roughly 80 percent 
of New Jersey sports wagers. 

Zalewski, who is the sub-
committee chairman, agreed.

“We’ve become aware that 
states that don’t have a mobile 
piece don’t fare very well,” he 
said.

That is bad news for one 
of the state’s proposed plans, 
which would have sports bet-
ting overseen by the Illinois 
Lottery without any online 
component. 

Then, there is the question 
of which sports to include. 

Larry Lyons, athletics di-
rector at Illinois State Univer-
sity, spoke on behalf of most 
of the state’s 13 schools with 
Division I athletics. 

“We are in agreement that 
we oppose legalized gambling 
on college sports,” he said, 
because it brings bettors too 
close to young athletes who 
are still maturing.

But others said there still 
would be illegal gambling on 
college sports if they are not 
included in the bill.

One emerging sport that 
could be included is electron-
ic gaming, or eSports compe-
titions for games like DOTA 
II, League of Legends and 
Fortnite. 

Bob Greenlee of eSports 
company Tusk Strategies ar-
gued that eSports are more 
popular and professional than 
many people think. 

Arguably the nation’s best 
Fortnite player, Illinois resi-
dent “Ninja” Blevins, made as 
much as $10 million in spon-
sorships last year. 

A 2018 League of Legends 
tournament, meanwhile, at-
tracted 205 million live view-
ers, compared to just more 
than 100 million viewers of 
the Super Bowl that year. 

“eSports is a real thing,” said 
Margo McDermed (R-Moke-
na), adding that she learned 
about it recently while on 
Netflix.  

“I hadn’t really considered 
it as something Illinois should 
include in our future gaming, 
but perhaps we should,” she 
said. 

Greenlee said a company 
analysis puts state tax revenue 
from eSports betting alone at 
$18 million a year.

Mobile betting odds 
are looking good
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Your One-Stop
LIQUOR STORE

(217) 463-5010
601 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL  61944

We also have....
Lottery, Video Gaming, Groceries and Great Wine  Selection

MON-TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI-SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

**Watch for our in-store specials!**

for all your beer, wine & liquor needs.

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

CHRISMAN
AMERICAN LEGION

POST #477

WIN BIG AT

BINGO
Every Saturday
at 6:30 p.m.

Doors Open
at 5:00 p.m.

Tiki - $4,200
Tripple B - $275
Orange - $31
Green - $3,887
Purple - $8,908
$500 Jackpot

Jackpots continue to grow!

Meal Provided
FREE of Charge
124 N. Illinois Street  • Chrisman, IL  61924

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Special!

$10YOUR
CHOICE!

Wiper Blade

SAVE 
When you buy 2

TRICO Onyx™ Wiper Blades
Premium Beam

Premier office space 
on the square
Complete with furniture.  

Contact 
Tom Hebermehl at 808-1203

Premier office space 
on the square

BY ANDREW SELIGMAN 
AP Sports Writer

LAKE FOREST, Ill. (AP) 
— The Chicago Bears ad-
dressed one of their biggest 
needs with their first pick in 
the draft, taking Iowa State 
running back David Mont-
gomery in the third round 
after trading up with the New 
England Patriots on Friday 
night.

Chicago moved up 14 
spots to grab Montgomery 
at No. 73 overall, making him 
the first Cyclones player draft-
ed since 2014. The 5-foot-10, 
222-pound Montgomery ran 
for 2,925 yards and 26 touch-
downs in three seasons. He 
had 1,216 yards rushing and 
13 TDs as a junior.

Chicago also got a sixth-
round pick (205), while New 
England got the No. 87 pick 
and a fifth-rounder (162) this 
year as well as a fourth-round 
selection in 2020.

The Bears had a long wait 
with no picks in the first two 
rounds. They came into the 
draft in a far different spot af-
ter winning the NFC North 
at 12-4 in coach Matt Nagy’s 
first season. The Monsters of 

the Midway ended a string of 
four straight last-place finish-
es and made the playoffs for 
just the second time since the 
2006 team’s Super Bowl run.

They sent their first-round 
pick this year to Oakland in 
the blockbuster deal for All-
Pro edge rusher Khalil Mack 
just before the start of last 
season. And they dealt their 
second-rounder to New En-
gland, when they traded up to 
get receiver Anthony Miller in 
the second round last year.

That the Bears went with 

a running back was hardly a 
surprise. They had an open-
ing after they traded Jordan 
Howard to Philadelphia last 
month, parting with a player 
who didn’t fit in a system fa-
voring pass-catchers out of 
the backfield.

Howard set career lows 
in yards rushing (935) and 
attempts (250) in his third 

season. But he still had more 
combined carries than the 
running backs currently on 
Chicago’s roster — Tarik Co-
hen, Mike Davis, Taquan Miz-
zell Sr. and Ryan Nall. Even 
with receiver Cordarrelle Pat-
terson expected to get some 
carries, there still was room 
for another running back.

Chicago also has one 
pick each in the fourth and 
sixth rounds, plus two sev-
enth-rounders.

The Bears might look for 
help at tight end and the de-
fensive backfield not to men-
tion kicker, where they have a 
major hole. Chicago let Cody 
Parkey go after one rough 
season that ended with a dou-
ble-doink miss off the upright 
and crossbar on a potential 
winning field goal at the end 
of the wild-card loss to Phil-
adelphia at Soldier Field. The 
Bears have three kickers with 
no experience — Redford 
Jones, Chris Blewitt and El-
liott Fry.

NFL teams are loading up the trenches
BY BARRY WILNER
AP Pro Football Writer

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) 
— NFL teams showed some 
preference for quarterbacks, 
as always, and an infatua-
tion with players who pro-
tect them and disrupt them 
during the first round of the 
draft.

Maybe for the next two 
rounds they will go after the 
speed demons and running 
backs who, in many cases, 
fell through the cracks as the 
trenches were filled with the 
behemoths who work there.

In all, 12 defensive line-
men and five on offense were 
chosen Thursday night after 
Oklahoma quarterback Kyler 
Murray went to Arizona and 
became the second consecu-
tive Heisman Trophy winner 
from his school taken atop 
the proceedings, following 
Baker Mayfield to Cleveland 
in 2018. Two more QBs 
went: Duke’s Daniel Jones to 
the Giants at No. 6, a bit of 
a surprise, and Ohio State’s 
Dwayne Haskins at 15, where 
the Redskins sat patiently and 
saw him fall into their arms.

Add in three linebackers 
and two tight ends and the 
theme of opening night be-
comes clear.

“We’re building our team 
and we need building blocks,” 
said Raiders coach Jon Grud-
en, who took one of those 
mammoth blocks in Clemson 
defensive end Clelin Ferrell at 
No. 4. “We had some in place. 

But we needed these guys to 
come in and inherit that re-
sponsibility.”

There are two more block-
ers remaining, Oklahoma 
guard Cody Ford and Florida 
tackle Jawaan Taylor. They are 
among five players invited to 
the draft who didn’t go yet 
but almost surely will Friday 
night.

Also remaining on the 
board after receiving much 
higher projections are Mis-
souri quarterback Drew Lock, 
Mississippi wide receiver DK 
Metcalf, and LSU cornerback 
Greedy Williams.

Metcalf is fast, strong and 
powerfully built, with many 
evaluating him as the best 
wideout in this crop. At one 
point, Williams was regarded 
as the top cornerback avail-
able. Lock falling out of the 
opening round, given his po-
sition and the near-obsession 
with filling it with a high pick, 
was unexpected.

Ford and Taylor have start-
er potential for 2019 regard-
less of where they land.

Others still on the board 
who had first-round grades 
from some clubs include 
Washington cornerback By-
ron Murphy; Mississippi re-
ceiver A.J. Brown; Delaware 
safety Nasir Adderley; Ohio 
State WR Parris Campbell; 
Alabama TE Irv Smith; and 
Texas A&amp;M center Erik 
McCoy.

Further emphasis on de-
fense shouldn’t be a stunner. 

This is one of the deepest 
drafts for that side of the ball 
in recent memory.

“Football is the ultimate 
team game, and we’ve got 
to build this roster to be as 
strong as we can at every 
area,” Green Bay GM Brian 
Gutekunst said. “We’re going 
to try to take the best players 
available that we can (going 
forward). If there’s more de-
fensive players that fall our 
way, we certainly have room 
for them.”

Atlanta had room for two 
likely starters in front of QB 
Matt Ryan: Boston College 
guard Chris Lindstrom at 14 
and, after dealing back into 
the opening round, Washing-
ton tackle Kaleb McGary at 
31.

More hulks.
Ryan was sacked 42 times 

and took 108 hits, a career 
high.

“We were focused on of-
fensive line,” general manager 
Thomas Dimitroff said. “We 
need to protect Matt.”

Speed and elusiveness 
wasn’t ignored in Round 1, of 
course. Start at the top with 
Murray, who can run with 
anybody in this crop.

Arizona defied NFL cus-
tom and at least temporarily 
created a quarterback quan-
dary by selecting Murray to 
start proceedings in a wet and 
wild selection show.

As thousands of fans with-
stood rain that began just 
about when Commissioner 

Roger Goodell spoke Mur-
ray’s name, the Cardinals 
spent a second straight high 
pick on a signal caller. Arizona 
moved up from 15th overall 
to 10th in 2018 to grab Josh 
Rosen.

NFL teams simply don’t do 
that, but with a new coach in 
college-trained Kliff Kings-
bury, the Cardinals made the 
bold move. At least until they 
likely move Rosen elsewhere 
in a trade.

“I’ve known Josh since 
high school, so me and him 
are cool,” said Murray, who 
turned down the Oakland A’s 
to stick with football. “We got 
along really well, so I’ve al-
ways been fond of him. But us 
being teammates now, I can’t 
control anything but going in 
there and working hard.”

Murray was one of only 
three Big 12 players taken, 
along with teammate Marquis 
Brown, a wideout headed for 
Baltimore, and TCU defen-
sive end — what did you ex-
pect from this draft? — L.J. 
Collier. The Pac-12 also had 
only three, while the SEC 
scored nine, the ACC had 
eight, and the Big 10 had sev-
en.

Ohio State edge rusher 
Nick Bosa went second to San 
Francisco as expected. The 
49ers have used a first-round 
selection on four defensive 
linemen in the past five drafts.

Bosa’s older brother, Joey, 
plays for the Chargers and was 
the 2016 Defensive Rookie 

of the Year. Their father also 
played in the NFL.

“Good genes, man,” Bosa 
said with a laugh. “It was just 
excitement all around. My 
brother wanted me to go high-
er than he did (third overall), 
so just for my dream to come 
true and my family to be there 
to watch, it was pretty great.”

Across the Bay, Oakland 

had three selections: Fer-
rell, Alabama’s Josh Jacobs, 
the lone running back to go 
Thursday, and Mississippi 
State safety Johnathan Abram.

The Giants also went three 
times, getting Jones, Clemson 
DT Dexter Lawrence and, 
after trading back in for the 
30th spot, cornerback DeAn-
dre Baker of Georgia.

Bears get running back in draft

Special to The Prairie Press

Iowa State running back David Montgomery (32) runs against 
Texas during the second half of an NCAA college football game, 
Saturday, Nov. 17, 2018, in Austin, Texas. Montgomery was draft-
ed by the Chicago Bears in the third round of the NFL draft. 

Colts draft for defense
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) 

— Indianapolis Colts gen-
eral manager Chris Ballard 
followed the pattern through 
the first two days of the NFL 
draft.

First, he moved back to get 
more picks. Then he invested 
heavily in the defense. And 
finally, he gave quarterback 
Andrew Luck some help.

After trading away Indy’s 
first-round pick on Thursday, 
Ballard took cornerback Rock 
Ya-Sin, pass-rushing lineback-
er Ben Banogu and receiver 
Parris Campbell with his 

three second-round picks and 
closed out Day 2 by taking 
linebacker Bobby Okereke in 
the third round.

But it wasn’t just the way 
Ballard drafted that seemed 
so familiar; it was who he 
took and what they sounded 
like, too.

“I only played football in 
high school for two years so 
I was slightly under recruited, 
I feel like,” Ya-Sin said. “I just 
believed in myself. I felt like I 
had the talent, I had the work 
ethic and I had great coaches 
that were pushing me.”
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Our local banks are all about community.
We thank you for your 

support of the organizations 
that serve the needs of 

people in our communities.

First Farmers Bank & Trust

Longview Bank & Trust

First Mid Bank & Trust Prospect Bank

First Neighbor Bank

Serving the Wabash Valley
For 20 years!

1002 S. 6th Street  • Marshall, IL

618-553-4328

COOKING FOR 1 OR 2     
FREE CLASS!
 MAY 1 @ 1:30 
PARIS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Call the library to reserve your seat!
217-463-3950

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Some things are almost on 
schedule but others are held up 
in making some long delayed 
improvements at the Edgar 
County Airport.

County board member Der-
rick Lorenzen discussed air-
port projects during the April 
22 Edgar County Board study 
session.

A project to expand the west 
side of the apron and to relo-
cate the fuel depot with larger 
tanks is ready to start when 
the weather is suitable for con-
struction work. The project 
also includes the installation of 
a card reader so fuel sales can 

Second airport expansion 
project must now be rebid

HENNESS RETIRES

Ned Jenison/The Prairie Press

Paris Police Chief Mike Henness is congratulated and thanked 
by Mayor Craig Smith as Henness retires from 30 years service 
with the Paris Police Department.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Shiloh Fourth grade students 
visited Enerstar Friday, April 26, 
to learn about electricity safety.  

EnerStar employees did a 
Live Line Demo showing stu-
dents what happens to different 

objects when they touch power 
lines.

Paris resident Delmar Bell, 
who was seriously injured in an 
electric line accident, shared his 
story with the students to help 
them understand the dangers of 
electricity and the importance 

Special to The Prairie Press

Shiloh fourth grade students took a field trip to EnerStar Electric Cooperative Friday, April 26, 
where they watched a live line demonstration and learned about the dangers of being around 
live electric lines.

Shiloh fourth grade visits EnerStar

occur at any time with a credit 
or debit card, even when the 
airport office is closed.

While some work can get 
started, Lorenzen informed 
the other board members the 
Illinois Department of Trans-
portation (IDOT) anticipates 
staggered progress rather than 
continuous movement from 
start to finish.

“There have been some de-
lays on the tank,” said Loren-
zen. “It has to be American 
steel.”

Another project IDOT of-
ficials wanted to complete at 
the airport this construction 
season is resurfacing the paral-
lel taxiway and expanding the 
apron to the east. Bids for that 
project came in higher than 
anticipated and talks between 
IDOT and the bidders failed 
to reach resolution.

“The airport second phase 
will not happen this year,” said 
Lorenzen. “It has to be rebid.”

Board member Andy Pat-
rick discussed another main-
tenance issue. He is unhappy 
with the current vendor doing 
maintenance on the court-
house elevator and wants to 
move the work to a different 
company.

One of the issues is the cur-
rent vendor is not especially in-
terested in maintenance work 
and claims parts are no longer 
available. Another company 
has told Patrick parts are avail-
able and it is possible to keep 
the old elevator in service. 

Patrick said the present ven-
dor insists the county is bound 
by a contract, but that may not 
be the case.

“The current contract was 
signed in 1990,” said Patrick. “It 
requires service on a monthly 
basis, and there cannot be any 
alteration without both parties 
agreeing.”

The monthly service, Patrick 
said, at some point got changed 
to quarterly inspections, high-
er charges were implemented 
and the company that signed 
the contract was purchased 
by another firm. To the best 
of Patrick’s knowledge, the 
county board never agreed to 
the quarterly inspections and 
the higher fees were imposed 
without any discussion.

“The state’s attorney says we 
have no contract at this point,” 
said Patrick, “I’ve found anoth-
er company willing to provide 
monthly inspections for less 
money.”

of using safety precautions. 
 The EnerStar linemen 

took time to visit with stu-
dents and demonstrated 
how they use the bucket 
truck and how they climb 
electric poles to make re-
pairs.   
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BLACKBERRY DUMPLINGS  

3 cups fresh blackberries
¼ cup of white sugar
2 cups of water
¼ teaspoon of nutmeg

Dumpling batter :
1 ¼ cups of all purpose flour
¼ cup of sugar
1 ½ teaspoons of baking powder
½ teaspoon of salt
¾ cup of milk

Combine the blackberries with the 
water, nutmeg and ¼ cup of sugar in 
a sauce pan and bring to a boil. Turn 
down the heat to a medium boil and 
cover the pan.

In a bowl blend the flour with ¼ 

cup of sugar, 1 ½ teaspoons of baking 
powder and ½ teaspoon of salt. Mix 
milk into the dry ingredients with a 
spoon.

Drop spoonfuls of the mixture into 
the blackberry mixture.

Cover and cook five to seven min-
utes or until dumplings are cooked.

BY DANNY BRISENO
dnl.briseno@gmail.com

Ask a man who was the best cook 
in his life, and he will likely name his 
mother. When many men eat they 
are instantantly comparing the food 
in their mouths to the delicious of-
ferings their mothers made while 
growing up. 

Mothers across America have 
been serving up family meals since 
their arrival in the New World. Deli-
cious meals like homemade chicken 
and noodles and fried chicken fresh 
from the cast iron fryer are Mid-
western mainstays, with fathers and 
children sliding chairs up to the table 
and trying to be the first to get a bite 
of Mom’s homemade cooking.

My family was no different. Mom 
worked 40-plus hours a week and 
still made sure that my father, my 
two brothers, my two sisters and 
I had a home cooked meal every 
night. Some of our favorites were 
ham and beans with cornbread and 
flour dumplings as well as beef and 
noodles made with leftover pot roast 
and Mom’s homemade flour noo-
dles. 

There was one part of the meal we 
were always excited about, when we 
were fortunate enough to get it, and 
that was dessert. In days past, dessert 
was saved until the end of the meal, 
but in today’s world desserts are of-
ten eaten first or by themselves. 

With so many desserts to choose 
from, one type always comes to 
mind, and that is fruit dumplings. 
There are a wide variety of fruit 
dumplings and all of them have their 
own tastes and bring their own of-
ferings to the world. There are peach 
dumplings, apple dumplings and, my 
personal favorite, blackberry dump-
lings, to name a few. 

Peach dumplings are the combi-
nation of delicate and delicious fresh 
sliced peaches stewed in butter, sugar 
and hot water and covered with dol-
lops of dumpling batter and cooked 
until lightly browned. Once the 
cooking process is finished, dish up 
the peach dumplings and top them 
with some fine vanilla ice cream to 
make the dessert complete.  

The apple dumpling may be the 
most famous fruit dumpling of all 
time. It is found at almost every state 
or county fair across the country. 

The smell of apple dumplings cook-

Following a car from Point 
A to Point B can be easy, a 
no-brainer. The key word is 

can, because 
the chore 
can also be 
complicated 
and chal-
lenging.

My good 
friend 
Benton and 
I accepted a 
job to scrape 
paint chips 

off a front porch one summer 
morning. Another friend 
named Terry had hired us. He 
was too busy to scrape that 
day, but if we accomplished 
the task, he could paint it the 
next day.  

The porch was attached 
to a nice house in the east 
edge of Paris. Benton and I 
started early, worked hard and 
finished before noon. When 
Terry drove by to check our 
progress, he was surprised we 
were done and were packing 
up.

“Nice job, guys,” he said. 
“You hustled. I like that. Any 
plans for lunch?”

“None at all,” we replied.
“Well, I’ll tell you what. Just 

follow us,” he pointed to him-
self and his wife in the front 
seat of a white Chrysler mini-
van. “We’ll buy your lunch at 
Tuscany’s. Just follow us.”

That was a nice gesture. 
Tuscany’s was a nice restaurant 
in the north edge of town and 
we were hungry.

“I reckon so,” Benton agreed.
Terry quickly led us to Main 

Street and turned north. We 
encountered a fair amount 
of traffic, but managed to tail 
the van just like detectives do 
in the movies. We kept our 
eyes on the white Chrysler 
minivan.  Yet somewhere out 
in the north edge of Paris we 
became separated, mainly due 
to a couple of semis in front of 
us who momentarily blocked 
our vision. It wasn’t considered 
a problem, though, because we 
certainly knew the location of 
Tuscany’s.

Upon arrival, we turned 
right directly into a circular 
drive that led around the 
restaurant.

“There they are,” Benton 
pointed toward the exit. Sure 
enough, a white Chrysler min-
ivan was leaving the Tuscany’s 
lot and turning toward the 
highway. We quickly surmised 
a change in plans.  The lot was 
quite full. Terry had apparently 
decided to find an alternate 
lunch site where there weren’t 
so many people.  

Keeping our eyes focused 
on the van, we completely 
ignored Terry’s van, which 
had pulled into a vacant 
parking spot. The van we were 
following turned north on 
Route One and headed toward 
Chrisman.

“Terry must be planning 
a change of restaurants,” I 
remarked. “We must be going 
to eat at that restaurant in 
Chrisman. There’ll be a lesser 
crowd.”

We followed the white 
van for 13 miles, leisurely all 
the way to Chrisman. To our 
surprise, it didn’t turn toward 
a restaurant, but eastward 
into a residential driveway. A 
petite elderly lady carrying a 
large purse and shopping bag 
walked from the van toward 

Minivan 
switcheroo

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
CODGER

Assuming the editor of this 
non-fake newspaper, allowed 
last week’s column on the 
crapper to 
slip by (and, 
once again, 
escaped 
lynching 
by fleeing a 
raging mob 
of Puritans); 
readers 
took note 
of my intent 
to write a 
column on clichés.

The cliché, as readers are 
keenly aware, is an opinion, 
or phrase that betrays a lack of 
original thought. But, reality 
being what it is, the curse will 
never be eradicated. In its 
defense, however, one might 
argue that some people abhor 
a vacuum. 

News organizations deserve 
some of the blame for clichés. 
For example, it has become 
quite common in the ranks of 
journalists (and immensely 
irritating) to insert raised 
eyebrows into a story. It means 
surprise or disapproval.

For example: “Sammy, ‘the 
Fish,’ Esposito raised eyebrows 
when he garroted Joey ‘the Rat’ 
Moretti with a fishing line.” Or, 
“Estella Smith raised eyebrows 
when she took an ax to her cat,” 
or “President Donald Trump 
raised eyebrows when he de-
cided to send Nancy Pelosi on 
a one-way trip to the moon.”

The cliché senior citizen rais-
es my hackles. It is a politically 
correct term for someone who 
is old. The problem, other than 
being idiotic, is that nobody is 
fooled by the euphemism. The 
dunderhead who originated it 
should be drawn and quar-
tered.

I am deaf in one ear, and 
event horizon in the other, 
which allows me to evade my 
wife’s efforts to get my atten-
tion. Her recourse is to increase 
the decibel level akin to a jet 
engine. As you might imagine, 
that takes a heavy toll on vocal 
cords.

People are not permitted to 
be deaf these days, especially, 
in the eyes of the arbitrators 
of political correctness. When 
it comes to the point where I 
cannot hear a bagpiper playing 
in my truck, I will still be classi-
fied as hearing impaired.

One can only imagine how 
infuriating it must be to a blind 
person to, in the interest of po-
litical correctness, be told he is 
visually impaired. Fortunately, 
blind people are not permitted 
to own machine guns.

Coaches are quite proficient 
in terms of clichés. Sports 
writers compound the damage 
by, inevitably, quoting them. If 
his team loses an out-of-town 
basketball game, the coach, in-
variably, says, “We didn’t come 
here to play.”  

If not to play, why show up? 
Another popular cliché with 

basketball coaches is, “We 
didn’t play to win.” If that was 
the coach’s objective, it should 
not set well with fans, students, 
parents, school administrators 
and taxpayers. Sports writers 
who let coaches get by with 
that excuse should be fired.

Enriching students has been 
the rage in academic circles. 
According to the definition of 
the terms enriching, enriched, 
and enrichment, “make 
something more rewarding, 

A haze of 
clichés

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER
LOOK

Perfect fruit dumplings
Danny Briseno/The Prairie Press 

For many people, their mother always remains as their favorite cook. Danny Briseno pays tribute to his mother’s cooking with 
framed recipes cards in her handwriting and her rolling pin hanging in his kitchen.  

See CODGER, Page 2B

People flying across the 
country for Easter probably 
landed 40 minutes off sched-
ule. Those flying from New 
York to San Francisco arrived 
40 minutes early, but returning 
travelers touched down 40 
minutes behind schedule. Like 
a farmer, travelers can blame it 
on the weather. 

It’s the same effect causing 
our cold wet spring. Climate is 
the long-term average weather, 
and we may be experiencing a 
new normal because of chang-
es in the jet stream, which 
drives our daily weather.

 The jet stream is a moving 
channel of air about six miles 
above the Earth blowing 140 
miles per hour west to east. 
It’s only a couple miles thick 

and 200 miles wide. Similar 
to an ocean current the jet is a 
moving stream of air flowing 
like a river through the upper 
atmosphere.

Winds blow from high to 
low pressure. Differences in 
pressure are due to variance 
in temperature and humidity. 
Warm, wet tropical air is the 
lowest pressure where cold, dry 
air has high pressure. Where 
warm tropical air meets cold 
polar air in the middle latitudes 
it forms a turbulent boundary 
because the two air masses 
don’t mix. The fast moving 
channel of air drags weather 
systems across the country.

 The winds in a jet stream 
are caused by differences in 
temperature between tropic 

and polar air. For thousands 
of years, we had no direct 
experience with the upper 

atmosphere. 
It wasn’t 
until 1920 
that Japanese 
meteorologist 
Wasaburo 
Ooishi dis-
covered the 
jet stream.

Ooishi did 
his research 
in Japan and 
published 

between 1926 and 1944 in Es-
peranto. Esperanto was a failed 
attempt at a universal language 
so U.S. scientists never read his 
work. 

Lack of awareness was a 

hindrance to the American 
military during World War II. 
The first high-altitude aircraft 
were created for the war with 
the B-29 designed as a high-al-
titude bomber. 

Early missions ran out 
of fuel fighting headwinds 
trying to fly west to Japan. 
The B-29 dropped bombs 
from 31,000 feet, but the jet 
stream scattered them and 
the bombs sometimes missed 
the intended targets by miles. 
The first atom bomb dropped 
from 20,000 feet instead of the 
upper atmosphere to avoid the 
jet stream.

Japan’s military used knowl-
edge of the upper atmosphere 
to design project Fu-Go. They 
used cheap helium balloons 

to carry incendiary bombs 
floating along in the jet stream. 
It took three days to cross from 
Japan to the western United 
States. 

A total of 9,000 balloons 
were released and 400 of those 
actually reached the U.S. where 
the payload was released. It was 
impossible to strike specific tar-
gets and the objective of Fu-Go 
was to cause terror. One family 
on a picnic in Washington 
was killed. They are the only 
casualties on the U.S. mainland 
by any attack during the war. 
The federal government, with 
media support, suppressed the 
news.

 Today, meteorologists mon-
itor the jet stream to predict 
the weather. The jet stream can 

speed systems across or slow 
them down and leave a storm 
lingering. Pilots have a detailed 
knowledge of these air cur-
rents. Flying east to west they 
stay above or below the jet to 
save fuel and avoid turbulence. 
When they fly west to east they 
put the wind at their back to 
gain speed and save fuel.

Air near the equator has a 
constant temperature with 
the days always 12 hours long. 
Near the poles day length 
changes from 24 hours long 
in the summer to no sun at 
all in winter. The greater the 
difference in temperature the 
stronger the jet stream.

Climate change is causing 
the jet stream to flow along 

The changing jet stream and our new normal weather

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

See REYNOLDS, Page 2B

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B

ing lingers through the air for what 
seems to be blocks, if not miles. Get-
ting closer, the smell becomes more 
prominent as it starts to tantalize the 
taste buds and make the mouth water. 

Apple dumplings differ from 
peach dumplings in one distinct way. 
Peach dumplings have the dumpling 
dough on top of them, but the ap-
ple dumpling has the fruit wrapped 
in the dough and it bakes inside the 
pastry shell. Apple dumplings may 
be topped with some ice cream, or 
my favorite is a so delicious caramel 
sauce.

I did not know blackberry dump-
lings existed until just a few short 
years ago, and it quickly became my 
favorite type of fruit dumpling. The 
sweet succulent blackberries picked 
at just the right time combined with 
a sweet dumpling dough creates a 
flavor dance in the mouth. This fruit 

dumpling differs from the previous 
two as it is not wrapped in or topped 
by the dumpling dough. The fresh 
blackberries are combined with the 
dough creating a mixture of dough 
covered fruit.   A well prepared black-
berry dumpling is sure to prompt re-
quests for second helpings. 

Mothers have been cooking home-
made meals for their families on a 
daily basis since the arrival of peo-
ple in America. Recipes developed 
throughout the time and many moth-
ers tweeked and changed them to 
their liking. Some recipes have even 
gone to the grave with our loved ones. 

Desserts have always been the 
exciting part of the meal to children 
and adults alike. One thing remains 
constant and that is a home cooked 
meal brings a family together unlike 
any other thing on this planet. From 

PEACH DUMPLING  

2 cups of hot water
1 cup of sugar
1 tablespoon of butter
2 cups of sliced and peeled               

         peaches
1 cup of flour
2 teaspoons of baking powder
½ teaspoon of salt
 1 cup of milk

Stir water, sugar and butter 

together in a pot over medium-high 
heat until sugar dissolves and the 
mixture has a syrupy texture, 5 to 
10 minutes. Add peaches to syrup; 
bring to a boil.

 Whisk flour, baking powder and 
salt together in a bowl. Stir milk into 
flour mixture until a stiff batter forms.

Drop batter by large spoonfuls 
into boiling peach syrup; cover the 
pot with a lid, reduce heat to medi-
um, and cook until dumplings are 
set, about 20 minutes

MOM’S COOKING IS ALWAYS THE BEST

See DUMPLINGS, Page 2B
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the back door of her house. 
She paid no attention to us, 
totally unaware that we 
had been pursuing her.

Naturally, when we 
returned to Paris, sheepish 
and red-faced, Terry and 
his wife were stunned that 
we had driven a round trip 
of 26 miles. They were only 
glad to share our misad-
venture with people in the 
surrounding tables.  

Everyone laughed and 
kidded us about our lack of 
knowledge of local geogra-
phy. All we did in defense 
was lay blame on traffic that 
obscured our vision when 
Terry’s van turned into a 
parking space.  

The lunch was tasty that 
day, but Benton and I have 
never shaken the teasing. 
Our mishap has been told 
to new listeners many 
times. The narration has 
never been about our dumb 
luck, but always about our 
obvious stupidity. 

(Allen “Big Al” Engle-
bright is a retired schoolteach-
er and storyteller. Contact 
him at The Prairie Press, 101 
N. Main, Paris, Ill., 61944.)

Special to The Prairie Press

Winners of the annual James Jones Essay contest at Marshall High School were recently an-
nounced. Left to right, English teacher Amy Gard; Olivia Standerfer, honorable mention; Clinton 
Oberlee, honorable mention; Daniel Berlin, third place; Will Daugherty, first place; and Alyson 
Thompson, Marshall Public Library Director, who made the presentations. Second place winner 
Isaac Wood was unavailable for the photo.

Special to The Prairie Press

Members of an area St. Mary-of-the-Woods College alumni club met recently. Left to right, Lisa Ellis, 
Dorothy Carole Yaw, Deb Lary, Cathy Taylor, Sara Moore,  Sarah Mahady and Catherine Saunders.

St. Mary-of-the-Woods club meets
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods College Alumni Club 
of East Central Illinois and 
West Central Indiana had a 
spring meeting 5:30 p.m. April 
18 at Jocko’s Restaurant, Dan-
ville.

Five members and two 
guests from Saint Mary-of-

the-Woods College were pres-
ent.  

Catherine Saunders intro-
duced the college’s new direc-
tor of alumni relations, Sarah 
Mahady.  

Business for the club was 
a discussion of possibly giv-
ing a scholarship for a Woods 
ring to a deserving junior and 
in the future, participating as 

a club in one of the college’s 
overseas trips. A delicious 
meal and social evening were 
enjoyed by all, and the club 
meets again in late Summer.

Graduates of Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods College wanting 
more information about the 
alumni club may contact Deb 
Lary at 217-918-1061 or Car-
ole Yaw at 217-269-2470.

Special to The Prairie Press

Jackie Joines, 2019 Eastern Illinois University Outstanding 
Graduate Alumna, receives her award from Bill Minnis, Dean of 
the Lumpkin College of Business and Technology. 

Joines is a 2019 Outstanding Alumnus
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHARLESTON – The 
Graduate School and the 
Graduate Alumni Adviso-
ry Board at Eastern Illinois 
University recently honored 
Jacqueline Joines with a 2019 
Outstanding Graduate Alum-
ni Award. 

Established in 2005, the 
Outstanding Graduate 
Alumni Award recognizes 
exceptional professional and 
personal achievement by an 
EIU alumnus of a graduate 
program.

Alumni are nominated 
by graduate programs and 
the selections are reviewed 
and chosen by the Gradu-

ate Alumni Advisory Board. 
Joines was nominated by the 
graduate program in technol-
ogy. She earned a bachelor’s 
degree in career and organi-
zational studies in 1988 and a 
master of science in technolo-
gy in 1996 from EIU.  

Joines currently serves as 
the Executive Director of 
College Advancement for 
Lake Land College at Mat-
toon. She and her husband 
Mike reside in Brocton, IL. 

A total of 10 alumni were 
honored at the dinner and 
awards ceremony at the 
Doudna Fine Arts Center 
on EIU’s campus. a club in 
one of the college’s overseas 
trips. 

Jones essay winners announced

honorable mention winners 
Olivia Standerfer and Clinton 
Oberlee. Each winner also re-
ceived a certificate.  

More information about 
the James Jones Literary So-
ciety or “The Valentine” essay 
contest, is available at www.
jamesjonesliterarysociety.org

These advertisements are in support of the PCOFA season are provided by Steve and Faye Eitel
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810 N. 2nd St.
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Tenderized 
 Pork Tenderloin
Great on the grill!

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MARSHALL – Each year, 
the James Jones Literary Soci-
ety, an international organiza-
tion, sponsors a contest for se-
niors at Marshall High School. 
Students write an essay about 
the short story “The Valen-

tine” by Marshall’s Handy 
Colony founder James Jones.

Diane Reed of Robinson 
served as the contest chair-
person and judge. Contest 
winners are: Will Daughtery, 
first place, $75; Isaac Wood, 
second place, $50; Daniel 
Berlin, third place, $25; and 

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 05/01:
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 05/03:
Spring Fling
Italian beef,
hashbrown
casserole &

choice of salad

Thur 05/02:
Crumb coated 
chicken breast
baked potato,
green beans 

& roll

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

Saturday, May 04 - Taco Salad and
Sandwiches, Salads and Soup 

Always
Homemade!

May 3 Evening Menu:
Chicken & Noodles, Mashed Potatoes,

 Green Beans, Roll, Drink & Dessert, $12

Dinner served from 5:30-7:30 
with The Coon Holler Kids

 providing entertainment from 6-8pm. 

Spring Fling Weekend

APPLE DUMPLING 

3 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon salt
1 cup shortening
1/3 cup cold water
8 medium tart apples, 

peeled and cored
8 teaspoons butter
9 teaspoons cinnamon-

sugar, divided

Sauce:
1-1/2 cups packed brown 

sugar
1 cup water
1/2 cup butter, cubed

In a large bowl, combine 
flour and salt; cut in shorten-
ing until crumbly. Gradually 
add water, tossing with a fork 
until dough forms a ball. Divide 
into eight portions. Cover and 
refrigerate at least 30 minutes 
or until easy to handle.

Preheat oven to 350 
degrees. Roll each portion of 
dough between two lightly 
floured sheets of waxed paper 

into a 7-in. square. Place an 
apple on each square. Place 
1 teaspoon butter and 1 
teaspoon cinnamon-sugar in 
the center of each apple.

Gently bring up corners 
of pastry to each center, 
trimming any excess; pinch 
edges to seal. If desired, cut 
out apple leaves and stems 
from dough scraps; attach to 
dumplings with water. Place 
in a greased 13x9-in. baking 
dish. Sprinkle with remaining 
cinnamon-sugar. 

In a large saucepan, com-
bine sauce ingredients. Bring 
just to a boil, stirring until 
blended. Pour over dumplings.

Bake 50-55 minutes or until 
apples are tender and pastry 
is golden brown, basting 
occasionally with sauce. Serve 
warm.

now until the end of time, 

DUMPLINGS
FROM PAGE 2B

food will be an interna-
tional language and the 
desserts are the icing on 
the cake.

meaningful, or substantial.” 
I must confess to being 
enriched.

A lying politician admits 
he misspoke. In the nuclear 
age, if a president is blamed 
for starting World War III, 
he will say he pushed the 
wrong button.

Like I said, you know, 
this column has been about 
clichés.

(Harry Reynolds is a 
retired editor and columnist 
from the Mattoon Journal 
Gazette and Charleston 
Time-Courier. He now writes 
columns for the fun of it, in 
which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. Email 
him at reynoldsharry1943@
gmail.com)
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Due to the city’s safety concerns with our east alley, we have been forced to discontinue our drive-up service for an indefinite 
period of time. Customers needing drive-up service may use our south alley and either call us or honk and we will come out to 

you. We are looking into video type of door bell to alert us of your presence.

	  
116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL
(217) 465-8455

   Steve Benefiel R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

Pearman’s offers

FREE DELIVERY
     6 days a week!

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A large boulder with a 
bronze plaque placed on the 
Edgar County Courthouse 
lawn in 1921 is shining like 
it’s brand new.

Workers from Adams Me-
morial removed the bronze 
plaques from the stone ap-
proximately three weeks ago 
to begin the process of clean-
ing and restoring the tablets 
listing the names of Revolu-
tionary War veterans buried 
in Edgar County. One of the 
tablets was created in 1921 
and the second tablet dates 
from 1974 when additional 
research confirmed more 
veterans than were named 
on the original marker.

“It was in really bad shape,” 
Robert Stammer of Adams 
Memorials said about the 
1921 bronze. 

Refurbishing the bronze 
involved using a mild acid 
to dissolve a decades old pa-
tina to uncover the original 
surface. Other restoration 
techniques included apply-
ing three successive layers 
of paint and buffing off each 
layer as part of the cleaning 
process. A sandblaster with a 
tiny tip was used to clean the 
area between letters and the 
interiors of letters.

Stammer said workers 
were careful during buffing 
to make sure the lettering 
and other elements of the 
marker were not distorted. 
He noted some rounding of 
the letter edges did occur but 
not so much as to be notice-
able or to make the informa-
tion hard to read.

Cleaning revealed some 
surface pitting in the older 

BY DANNY BRISENO
dnl.briseno@gmail.com

Since the release of the first motion 
picture, children everywhere have 
dreamed about being the star up on 
the big screen. 

They bug their parents about go-
ing to see the latest, greatest release 
starring their heros and impersonate 
them while playing with their neigh-
borhood friends. Most grow up and 
their stardom on the big screen fades 
into treasured dreams and wishes 
from their childhood. However there 
are a few who go on to become the big-
screen idol.

Newman is the type of town that 
travelers stop in to get gas, a bite to eat 
or just to stretch their legs. They don’t 
expect someone famous to have come 
from the quaint prairie town. The 
birth of James Richard Gammon on 
April 20, 1940, proved again that great 
things do come from small town USA.

Gammon was born at Newman 
to musician Donald Gammon and 
small town farm girl Doris Latimer. 
Not much is known about Gammon’s 
childhood except it was less than a 
smooth ride. His parent’s marriage 
was one of turmoil that ended in di-
vorce, and Gammon bounced from 
home to home eventually finding him-
self in Orlando, Fla. 

While in his mid-teens, Gammon 
found work as a cameraman and di-
rector for Orlando television station 
WFOL-TV. He liked the job but his 
dreams were in Hollywood. In his 
early twenties, Gammon left the job 
at WFOL-TV, packed his belongings 
and headed for the hills in Hollywood. 

His acting dream came true in 1966. 
Gammon was cast as Deputy Virgil 

Bramley in NBC’s western series “The 
Road West.” Although that role only 
lasted a season, it jump started Gam-
mon’s career. 

The 1970s were good to Gammon. 
One of his biggest contributions in 
that decade was helping found Los 
Angeles’ famed Met Theatre. He per-
formed at the theater for a few years 
until a representative from the Repub-
lic Theatre saw him and cast him for a 
new role in 1978. 

Gammon accepted the role as 
Weston in Sam Shepard’s “Curse of 
the Starving Class,” which resulted in 
a strong, life-long friendship between 
Shepard and Gammon.

The Newman native went on to 
play Broadway and was nominated 
for a Tony for his role as Dodge in the 
revival of Sam Shepard’s play “Buried 
Child.” A solid theatrical career is good 

but it takes a movie career to bring 
widespread public recognition. 

Gammon and his whiskey-soaked 
voice combined with his tough as nails 
attitude landed many roles in big films 
like “Cool Hand Luke,” “Urban Cow-
boy,” “Wyatt Earp” and “Appaloosa,” 
but it was in his role as Coach Lou 
Brown in “Major League” and “Major 
League II” that he is best known by the 
public. The character of Lou Brown 
was one of those roles that seemed 
written specifically with an actor in 
mind. 

Gammon also went on to play a no-
table role on television’s “Nash Bridg-
es” as Don Johnson’s father, Nick. 

Gammon returned to the theater 
late in his career when Shepard cast 
his long time friend in the debut 
of his play “The Late Henry Moss.” 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

Things were not looking 
good for the music festival. 
A month out, the organizers 
had lost their permit and were 
scrambling to find another 
location. In the scramble, the 
organizers couldn’t get every-
thing ready in time. When 
the festival-goers poured in, 
there weren’t enough toilets or 
medical facilities, and there cer-
tainly wasn’t enough food or 
water. To top it off, the festival 
grounds were hot, humid, rainy 
and muddy.

No, this wasn’t Fyre Festival. 
This was the original Wood-
stock Music and Art Fair in 
August 1969. And although 
it’s become America’s most 
iconic music festival, “It prob-
ably should’ve been a disaster,” 
says Joel Makower, author of 
“Woodstock: The Oral Histo-
ry.” “The fact that it came off as 
well as it did is a minor miracle.”

Woodstock didn’t boast the 
same kind of star-studded line-
up appearing at major festivals 
today — though some of those 
acts later became legendary. 
Many of the major commer-
cial groups of that particular 
time period really were not at 
Woodstock, said James Perone, 
author of “Woodstock: An En-
cyclopedia of the Music and 
Art Fair.”

The whole event was chaotic 
from beginning to end. Pro-
moters were so overwhelmed 
by the half a million attendees 
they simply stopped check-
ing tickets. The roads around 
Bethel, New York, backed up 
for miles, making some of the 
musical acts late. 

Richie Havens, who wasn’t 
scheduled to open the festi-
val, ended up having to play 
its first three hours because so 
many people were running late. 
When he ran out of songs to 
play, he famously improvised 
one called “Freedom.”

“The conditions were sub-
optimal to say the least,” Ma-
kower said. “There were electri-
cal wires going under the mud 
and the ground was vibrating.” 
The stage wasn’t well-protect-
ed from the rain, and, “Ev-
eryone was praying that [the 
light towers] weren’t going to 
fall because they just weren’t 
well-tethered. And so the con-
ditions for the acts to play were 
challenging.”

Not everyone thought they 
were able to meet the chal-
lenge. The Grateful Dead con-
sidered Woodstock one of the 
band’s worst sets ever, Makow-
er said. The Who’s lead singer 
Roger Daltrey has said that 
playing Woodstock was a mis-
erable experience.

 In addition to hours in traf-
fic, and several more hours 
backstage, Daltrey said there 
wasn’t any food backstage that 
wasn’t laced with LSD, and 
he accidentally dosed himself 
when he made a cup of tea be-
fore he went onstage.

So why is Woodstock re-
membered as the greatest rock 
concert ever? For starters, “it 
was definitely the launchpad 
for a number of acts,” Makow-
er said. This was especially true 
if the acts were featured in the 
Woodstock documentary that 
Warner Brothers released sev-
eral months after the festival. 
“A lot of people really lived 
Woodstock through the mov-
ie,” Makower says. “And so 
the movie influenced, I think, 
more people than the actual 
event.”

Carlos Santana’s band 
wasn’t very well-known be-
fore it played Woodstock 

Sometimes I get into 
trouble by keeping up an 
argument that was settled a 
long time 
ago. It may 
be just 
reliving 
the past 
too much 
and saying, 
“What if 
some-
thing 
different 
had hap-
pened?”

An example is watching 
a baseball game and an um-
pire makes a bad call that 
was proven by a replay on 
television. I refer to when I 
think the Cardinals would 
have beaten the Cubs if that 
call had gone the other way. 
The thing is you can’t go 
back after a call is made and 
replay the game because 
all circumstances would be 
different. 

Rosie says, after I keep 
complaining, “Quit beating 
a dead horse.” That was 
straight from the horse’s 
mouth with Rosie being the 
one with the clearer head. 

I got to thinking about 
related terms and all the 
implications they could 
entail. The term probably 
originated in the 1630s 
to express something had 
ceased to be useful and 
should be left alone. 

I knew I wasn’t looking 
a gift horse in the mouth 
because the outcome of the 
game was not favorable to 
my thinking. Even if I could 
look at that horse’s mouth 
and teeth I might find him 
to be so old he does me no 
good. 

The point being that 
expression really says, “Be 
glad you have something 
given to you and use it best 
you can.” I am not knowl-
edgeable anyway to know 
how old that horse was and 
he would have probably 
bitten me, hey maybe, that’s 
what really happened. 

Maybe I could try chang-
ing horses in midstream in 
my argument with Rosie. 
Alas, even Abe Lincoln 
does not agree with me 
because he used that phrase 
during the Civil War when 
he said how dangerous 
changing horses in mid-
stream was. 

Beating a 
dead horse 

See STANLEY, Page 4B

See MARKER, Page 4B

Woodstock: 
an iconic 
disaster

See WOODSTOCK, Page 9B

Parisian marker gets a facelift

Special to The Prairie Press

Newman native James Gammon poses for a photo while dressed as his most well known character Coach Lou Brown of the 
Cleveland Indians in the movie “Major League.”

Amerian Revolution historical marker is refurbished and all set for another century

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

Movie star’s Newman roots

Special to The Prairie Press

Gammon’s long time friend Sam Shepard stands outside the Met Theatre in Los 
Angeles recalling how James Gammon from Newman was his go-to actor.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press 

Nathaniel White of Adams Memorials blasts nearly a century of grime from a historical marker 
on the Edgar County Courthouse lawn. The stone and a bronze marker were set in 1921 by the 
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) commemorating Revolutionary War soldiers buried 
in Edgar County. The local DAR chapter and the Edgar County Historical Society led the effort to 
raise funds for cleaning the stone and restoration of the bronze markers. 

JAMES GAMMON’S ACTING DREAMS CAME TRUE

See GANNON, Page 4B
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Another aspect is I would 
have an awful time checking 
that horse’s mouth in mid-
stream. If that was possible, 
I may have just found out 
he was an old nag anyway. 

Maybe it is the equivalent 
of me receiving a gift of a 
car without looking under 
the hood. I might find the 
engine missing or in such 
bad repair it would cost a 
fortune to fix it. 

Since I am talking about 
nags and nagging, I had 
better not suggest to Rosie 
I would ever criticize that 
old umpire because she 
gets tired of all the barnyard 
logic I use. It would only 
tempt her to kick up a fuss 
about non-compliance of 
being quiet. 

She is wise enough, 
however, to know it is 
dangerous to watch a ball 
game with me and know 
what other kinds of things 
I could beef about. Rosie 
says I am not henpecked 
because of the way I go 
ahead and write these 
articles the way I do. 

I must quit beating this 
dead horse and besides I 
don’t know enough about 
the other horse to know if 
he is truly gifted or not. If 
we dwell on negatives too 
much, it is hard to see the 
positives of life. 

We may have to look at 
people we disagree with 
and try to understand 
their point of view and 
accept them as members 
of the human race – even 
if it is an umpire. That 
umpire was looking at the 
situation with another 
point of view. 

In real life, we must find 
some kind of peace with 
those we disagree with 
and actually help each 
other. Maybe that is con-
sidered crossing the aisle 
or stream while working 
together instead of each 
one of us beating their 
own dead horse.

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at rstanley1937@
hotmail.com.) 

River fire fueled the birth of the EPA

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

Fires were nothing out of 
the ordinary on Cleveland’s 
Cuyahoga River in the 1960s. 
The city was still a manu-
facturing hub and the river, 
which empties into Lake Erie, 
had long been a dumping 
place for sewage and industri-
al waste.

But on June 22, 1969, a 
spark flared from the train 
tracks down to the river be-
low, igniting industrial debris 
floating on the surface of the 
water. Flames spread across 
the river, in some places reach-
ing five stories high.

And though it only took 
about 20 minutes to extin-
guish the blaze, the not-so-un-
usual river fire helped create 
an environmental revolution. 
Though it initially caught the 
attention of few Cleveland 
residents, the Cuyahoga Riv-
er Fire stoked the rest of the 
nation’s awareness of the envi-
ronmental and health threats 
of river pollution — and fu-
eled a growing movement that 
culminated in the creation of 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency.

Cleveland had staked its 
claim as an industrial center 
in the 19th century, when the 
Civil War turned the then-
small city into a manufacturing 
powerhouse. As factories and 
the local population grew, sew-
age and industrial remnants 
poured into the river. But, in 
line with the era’s lax attitudes 
toward the environment, no-
body much cared. 

Soon, the river was filthy. 
“Yellowish-black rings of oil 
circled on its surface like grease 
in soup,” recalled František 
Vlček, a Czech immigrant, of 
his first view of the river in the 
1880s. “The water was yellow-
ish, thick, full of clay, stinking 
of oil and sewage. Piles of rot-
ting wood were heaped on 
either bank of the river, and it 
was all dirty and neglected….I 
was disappointed by this view 
of an American river.” 

At the time, according to the 

Property and Environment 
Research Center, Cleveland 
sourced its drinking water from 
Lake Erie and used the river as 
a sewer. “So municipal author-
ities left the Cuyahoga River 
alone — allowing firms along 
its banks to discharge into it at 
will,” they write. 

The waste those firms did 
discharge turned the river 
muddy and filled it with oil, 
solvents and other industrial 
products. Between 1868 and 
1952, it burned nine times. 
The 1952 fire racked up $1.5 
million in damage. But by 
most, occasional fires and pol-
lution were seen as the cost of 
industry — a price no one was 
willing to dispute. 

When fire broke out on the 
river again in 1969, it seemed 
like business as usual. “Most 
Clevelanders seemed not to 
care a great deal,” write en-
vironmental historians Da-
vid Stradling and Richard 
Stradling. “Far too many prob-
lems plagued the city for resi-
dents to get hung up on a little 
fire…The ’69 fire didn’t rep-
resent the culmination of an 
abusive relationship between 
a city and its environment. It 
was simply another sad chap-
ter in the long story of a terri-
bly polluted river.” 

But attitudes toward the en-
vironment had changed since 
the last river fire. In the years 
before the fire, Rachel Car-
son published “Silent Spring,” 
which became a bestseller 
and opened the eyes of many 
Americans to the danger of 
DDT and other pesticides. 
Congress had begun passing 
laws to boost air quality and 
protect endangered species. 
And a growing counterculture 
had begun to embrace sustain-
ability as people experimented 
with back-to-the-land subsis-
tence farming and communal 
living. 

Another factor was at play: 
an enormous oil spill in Santa 
Barbara, California that sent 
3 million gallons of oil into 
the Pacific Ocean. Suddenly, 
people’s televisions and news-
papers featured images of 
oil-slicked birds and dead dol-
phins. Outraged and shocked, 
citizens mobilized to clean up 
beaches and lobby oil compa-
nies not to pollute.

“Never in my long life-
time have I ever seen such 
an aroused populace at the 
grassroots level,” said Thomas 
Storke, a Santa Barbara news 
editor. “The oil pollution has 
done something I have never 
seen before in Santa Barbara 
— it has united citizens of all 
political persuasions in a truly 
nonpartisan cause.” 

Those same citizens soon 
opened their copies of Time 
Magazine to see a story on 
the Cuyahoga fire, along with 
a photo of the 1952 fire. The 
conditions it described, which 
included a river that oozes 
rather than flows, caught read-
ers’ attention. (As the Nation-
al Parks Services notes, many 
bought that issue of Time be-
cause it featured an exposé on 
the Chappaquiddick scandal.)

Soon, cries for regulation of 
water pollution became a roar. 
A grand jury investigation of 
the causes of the fire followed, 
as did coalition efforts to clean 
up the Great Lakes. It even 
inspired plans for a national 
environmental “teach-in” — 
an event that would become 
the first Earth Day. In early 
1970, President Richard Nixon 
called for sweeping environ-
mental reform. He created a 
council on environmental re-
form which, shortly afterward, 
was consolidated into the En-
vironmental Protection Agen-
cy. In 1972, Congress overrode 
Nixon’s veto to pass the Clean 
Water Act, which created na-
tional water quality standards.  

Though the Cuyahoga Riv-
er fire did not directly lead to 
the formation of the EPA, it 
was an important landmark 
for a burgeoning environmen-
tal movement. Today, the river 
is no longer stagnant or filthy. 
Public and private efforts have 
diverted sewage and cleaned 
up its banks. According to 
the National Parks Service, 
the river still has unhealthy 
amounts of sewage in some 
areas. But in March 2019, the 
Ohio EPA announced that its 
fish are now safe to eat. 

Whether or not the river 
ever overcomes the remainder 
of its environmental challeng-
es, the memory of the 1969 
fire will continue to mobilize 
those intent on protecting the 
natural world. 

When Cleveland’s 
Cuyahoga river 
burned, the nation 
noticed

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Robert Stammer checks the placement of the restored bronze 
plaque listing American Revolutionary soldiers buried in Edgar 
County. Adams Memorials was hired to restore the metal work 
and clean the stone. The local Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion and the Edgar County Historical Society paid for the work.
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812-232-7456 / 812-466-9992
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New
Furniture 
Arrivals 
Daily!

Now Taking Consignments

Furniture Sale

BECOME A PARIS CHAMBER MEMBER
Chamber membership is not exclusive 

to businesses only!
You can join as an individual or family.

The cost is only $33 per year for individuals 
or families.

Please call or stop by the Chamber office for a 
membership application. (217) 465-4179

We are located at 105 N. Central, Paris

The benefits are:
• You will receive a weekly Chamber newsletter, 
which includes a calendar of events and other 
important information.

• Some insurance agencies offer discounts on your 
premiums if you are a member.

• You have access to our membership directory 
through our website.

111 Elm Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-2411
www.jacksoncars.com

335 S. 3rd Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-3564
www.jacksoncars.com
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Shepard’s star studded cast 
included greats like Nick 
Nolte, Sean Penn, Cheech 
Marin and  Woody Harrel-
son. 

After the show ran its time 
in San Francisco many of the 
famed actors asked Shepard, 
“Who is this Jim Gammon 
guy? Where did he come 
from?” To Gammon, this 
just solidified his place in 

the theater and on the big 
screen.

Unfortunately, Gammon 
ran into the dreaded dis-
ease of cancer and on July 
16, 2010, at the age of 70 
succumbed to adrenal gland 
and liver cancer in Costa 
Mesa Calif. After his pass-
ing, Sam Shepard said about 
Gammon, “This was a guy 
who could act circles around 
most other actors, and he 
never pretended to be other 
than a working kind of actor.”

tablet, but Stammer said the 
pitting is a result of the orig-
inal casting technique and 
nothing can be done about 
it. The final step was applying 
10 coats of a finish sealer that 
includes an ultra-violet pro-
tection agent. The sealer was 
also applied to the back of the 
metal tablets placed against 
the stone as a moisture bar-
rier.

Before the tablets were 
put back in place Monday, 
April 22, the stone was power 
washed and cleaned of nearly 
a century’s accumulation of 
dirt and pollutants.

This marker dedicated to 
the Revolutionary War sol-
diers was a creation of the 
local chapter of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolu-
tion, and Paris resident Patti 
McHenry, who is a D.A.R. 
member, worked to raise 
money for the restoration. 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society assisted with the proj-
ect. 

Fundraising was successful 
enough to restore the Rev-

olutionary War marker and 
another stone on the north-
west corner of the courthouse 
lawn for Abraham Lincoln.

Stammer said the Lincoln 
monument presented special 
challenges because the table 
is attached to the stone in 

such a way that it cannot be 
removed. All of the cleaning 
work was done on site.

“We will use a real light 
abrasive and a sand blaster 
because I don’t want to spill 
chemicals on the ground,” 
Stammer said.
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Paris and Edgar County residents 
will join Americans from 50 states as 
they gather for the annual National 
Day of Prayer Thursday, May 2.

The Paris Ministerial Fellowship 
will once again host a breakfast at 
8 a.m. Thursday at Tuscany Restau-
rant. 

There is no cost for the break-
fast buffet, according to Pastor Jack 
Hoffman of the Cornerstone Bap-
tist Church, but those planning to 
attend are asked to RSVP by text 
or voice mail no later than April 30 
to 217-712-0304 or by email to Jil-
landjack1971@gmail.com. Hoffman 
serves as the chairman of the break-
fast.

The free breakfast is made possi-
ble by the gifts to and through the 
Paris Ministerial Fellowship, Hoff-
man explained. 

There will be a free will offering 
collected to help defray the costs of 
the event, he said.

Following breakfast, Hoffman 
said a new minister in the Paris com-
munity as well as from gifted soloist 
Wesley Gray, who lives in a nearby 
community, will offer a brief pro-
gram.

“We will attempt to conclude by 9 
a.m.,” Hoffman said.

In 2018, an estimated 50,000 
gatherings across all 50 states were 
held on the National Day of Prayer. 
More than 1 million people from 38 
countries viewed the broadcast of 
the National Observance. 

This year’s theme for the Nation-
al Day of Prayer is “Love One An-
other.” The theme comes from the 
words of Jesus in John 13:34, “Love 
one another. Just as I have loved 
you.”

While the National Day of Prayer 
has occurred since1952, 31 years 
ago, President Ronald Reagan 
signed a law designating it as always 
being the first Thursday of May.

Ronnie Floyd is the president 
of the National Day of Prayer Task 
Force, which mobilizes Americans 
to participate in prayer gatherings 
on the day of the observance. 

Floyed is the senior pastor of the 
megachurch Cross Church in north-
west Arkansas.

“We tend to forget that Jesus 
didn’t say we would be known by 
our creeds or by our knowledge or 
how much we know about the Bible 
— he said we would be known only 

by our love,” Floyd said when reveal-
ing the 2019 theme. “And love has 
been painfully absent in America in 
so many ways.”

Thursday evening, May 2, Floyd 
will lead the national observance, 
which will be held at 6:30 p.m. in 
the National Statuary Hall of the 
U.S. Capitol. 

In attendance will be a few mem-
bers of Congress as well as hundreds 
of American faith leaders. 

The national observance will 
bring together a multiethnic, 
cross-denominational coalition of 
participants. 

Among these are the Revs. Samuel 
Rodriguez, Anthony B. Thompson 
and Julio Arriola, a missionary to 
Mexico. 

Thompson is pastor of the Holy 
Trinity Reformed Episcopal Church 
of Charleston. He is the author of 
“Called to Forgive” an upcoming 
book scheduled for release June 4 
about the 2015 Charleston shooting 
at the Emanuel AME Church. His 
wife, Myra Thompson, was one of 
the nine people who were killed at 
the church shooting.

Andrew Brunson — who last 
year was released from prison after 
spending two years in a Turkish jail 
for his faith — and his wife Norine 
also will participate in the event.

 Others participating are Jay and 
Diane Strack, the founder of Stu-
dent Leadership University. Diane 
Strack is the co-founder of National 
Women’s Prayer Movement. 
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Methodist court stands firm
Judicial Council upholds Traditional Plan banning LGBTQ clergy and forbiding same-sex marriage
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHICAGO — The United 
Methodist Church’s top court 
has upheld much of the Tra-
ditional Plan approved earlier 
this year, continuing the glob-
al denomination’s ban on the 
ordination and marriage of its 
LGBTQ members.

Approved by delegates to a 
special session of the United 
Methodist Church’s General 
Conference in February, the 
Traditional Plan strengthens 
language in the denomina-
tion’s Book of Discipline that 
bars LGBTQ clergy and for-
bids same-sex marriage.

That rulebook currently 
states, “the practice of ho-
mosexuality is incompatible 

with Christian teaching,” and 
that, “self-avowed practicing 
homosexuals,” cannot be or-
dained as ministers, appoint-
ed to serve or be married in 
the church.

The Traditional Plan, as 
upheld by a Judicial Council 
decision announced Friday,  
April 26, defines a self-avowed 
practicing homosexual as a 
person who is, “living in a 
same-sex marriage, domes-
tic partnership or civil union 
or is a person who publicly 
states she or he is a practicing 
homosexual.”

The plan also bars bishops 
from consecrating, ordain-
ing or commissioning self-
avowed practicing homosex-
uals even if they have been 

elected or approved by the 
appropriate church body. It 
prohibits those church bod-
ies from approving or recom-
mending them as candidates, 
as well.

And it strengthens current 
complaint procedures and 
penalties in the Book of Dis-
cipline. A clergy member who 
performs a same-sex wedding 
will face a minimum one-year 
suspension without pay for 
the first offense and a loss of 
credentials for the second.

The new rules will take ef-
fect in January 2020.

The Judicial Council re-
viewed the Traditional Plan 
during its spring meeting, 
which ran Tuesday, April 23, 
to Friday in Evanston.

The court ruled seven of 
the 17 petitions that made 
up the Traditional Plan — in-
cluding four amended during 
the special session — were 
unconstitutional and will not 
be added with the others to 
the Book of Discipline.

This is the third time the 
Judicial Council has ruled on 
the constitutionality of the 
petitions that made up the 
Traditional Plan.

Delegates to the special 
session had passed a motion 
made by the Rev. Timothy 
Bruster requesting a declara-
tory decision by the court on 
the, “constitutionality, mean-
ing, application and effect,” of 
the Traditional Plan.

Bruster is a delegate from 

the Central Texas Conference 
and the first clergy alternate 
for Judicial Council, though 
he recused himself from the 
spring meeting.

In a brief to the court, 
Bruster argued the plan 
should be considered as a 
whole, pointing to a previous 
case where the Judicial Coun-
cil rejected an entire plan to 
reorganize the UMC because 
parts of the plan were uncon-
stitutional.

But the Judicial Council 
ruled on each petition in the 
Traditional Plan separately 
and largely upheld its earlier 
decisions, ruling only on the 
constitutionality of the peti-
tions.

“The petitions held uncon-

stitutional have no effect on 
the petitions declared consti-
tutional. The constitutional 
petitions are not dependent 
on the unconstitutional peti-
tions and can survive without 
the unconstitutional peti-
tions,” it said in its decision.

The Judicial Council did 
limit implementation of the 
entire Traditional Plan.

A petition that would have 
allowed the denomination’s 
Board of Ministry to investi-
gate whether or not a candi-
date for ordination is a prac-
ticing homosexual, including 
a review of a candidate’s social 
media posts, was ruled un-
constitutional.

So was a petition that 

Prayer 
personal, 
powerful

The authentic Christian 
life is fortified by the inner 
work of the Holy Spirit of 

God and 
exhibited 
through 
spiritual 
disci-
plines.  

The 
results of 
turning 
the other 
cheek or 
living by 
the Gold-

en Rule become obvious 
to others who live in close 
proximity to the believer. 
Loving the unlovable and 
forgiving the transgressor 
also reflects the light of 
Christ to a dark world.    

Still, there are some 
disciplines that do not 
necessarily attract atten-
tion, and one of them is 
the discipline of prayer. In 
fact, if practiced correctly, 
prayer is more a private 
matter than a public one.  

Jesus, the devout inter-
cessor, taught his disciples 
how to pray; yet chided re-
ligious leaders concerning 
their public prayers, which 
were nothing more than 
displays of oration. Instead 
of standing on a street 
corner and praying loudly 
so that everyone around 
could see their supposed 
piety and hear their elo-
quent monologue, Jesus 
proposed those hypocrites 
go into an inner room in 
their houses and shut the 
door when they prayed.  

He urged them to pray 
in seclusion and for God 
to hear and openly answer 
their prayers. He taught 
prayer isn’t to impress peo-
ple, but to implore God.

When we honestly 
evaluate ourselves, we are 
reminded that we are no 
more than mere children 
before our omniscient 
Father. We cannot con 
God by flashy deeds or 
supposed virtues; rather 
we need to reveal to our 
Father God what’s hap-
pening in our life and how 
much we need his help.  

It has been said that 
prayer changes things, 
and while that is correct 
because God does change 
things, the truth is prayer 
actually changes us. The 
more we pray and seek, 
the more we begin to 
want God’s will done and 
not ours (like what Jesus 
prayed).  

As we come to the 
end of ourselves, prayer 
becomes more of seeking 
God’s favor and guidance 
and less of a wish list for 
our happiness. We under-
stand that we cannot see 
the end from the begin-
ning; therefore, we really 
don’t always know what 
is best but God does.  So 
we embrace the idea thy 
kingdom come, thy will be 
done. 

God knows far better 
what we really need, what 

JACK
HOFFMAN
PASTOR’S  
PERSPECTIVE

See HOFFMAN, Page 6B

Churches 
moving 
beyond
criticism

See METHODISTS, Page 6B

NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST IS THURSDAY

Special to The Prairie Press

The National Day of Prayer will be observed at the annual prayer breakfast at 8 a.m. Thursday, May 2, at Tuscany Restaurant, 
in Paris. Paris and Edgar County residents are invited to attend the free breakfast but are asked to RSVP by text or voicemail 
to Pastor Jack Hoffman at 217-712-3040 no later than April 30.

‘Love One Another’ is theme

Special to The Prairie Press

The theme for the 2019 National Day of Prayer is ‘Love One Another,” based on 
John 13: 34. The Paris Ministerial Fellowship is hosting the annual  prayer break-
fast at 8 a.m. Thursday, May 2, at Tuscany.

LOVE ONE ANOTHER.  
JUST AS I HAVE  

LOVED YOU.”
JOHN 13:34

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

When Andy and Tina 
Plank discovered their son 
Sam had killed himself, 
one of their first calls was 
to the minister of their 
church.

As soon as he got the 
news, J.C. Austin dropped 
everything and met them 
at the hospital.

Newly installed as se-
nior pastor at First Pres-
byterian Church of Beth-
lehem, Pa.,  Austin had 
only been working there 
for a few months, a relative 
newcomer who had ar-
rived in the wake of a bitter 
internal feud over doctrine 
and practice that split the 
congregation.

Now he had to step in 
to bring comfort to a fam-
ily at the worst moment of 
their lives.

In the midst of the shock 
and pain that often attends 
such unexpected deaths, 
it’s crucial that clergy and 
congregants reach out to 
those left behind,  offering 
a message of grace and 
hope rather than one of 
rejection and condemna-
tion, Austin said.

“The church has to be 
right in the middle of of-
fering pastoral care to 
those impacted,” he said.

Offering pastoral care 
included helping the 
Planks tell the story of 
their son’s life and death.

A freshman at Kutztown 
University who had only 
been in college for a week, 
Sam Plank was 18 when he 
died. His story didn’t have 
to be public: Many aren’t. 
But his parents decided al-
most as soon as the tragedy 
occurred to talk candidly 
about how their son died.

“Part of my healing jour-
ney,” said Tina Plank, “is 
getting this story out there 
so that perhaps we can 
save another family.”

Numerous faith tra-
ditions have a history of 
criticizing suicide as a sin 
— and one that leads to 
damnation.

But some faith leaders 
are now working not only 
to offer those facing de-
spair help in addressing the 
root causes of suicide  but 
to remove the stigma that 
keeps so many suffering 
families quiet after the 
death of a loved one.

The fact is that across 
America, the suicide rate is 
on the rise, contributing to 
a drop in life expectancy.   
For Americans aged 10-
34, it’s the second-leading 
cause of death, a silent epi-
demic that has now begun 
to get sustained attention. 
And a survey of Protestant 
churchgoers found that 1 
in 3 had a family member 

See SUICIDE, Page 6B

Congregations 
seek ways to care 
following suicides
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NO CLOSING 
COSTS

= equals =

MONEY SAVED!

Make a splash using the equity
in your home

to finance your dreams!

*Subject to credit approval. Additional requirements may apply. Closing costs are various expenses or outside fees 
incurred when a borrower closes a new loan. These expenses/ fees may include the cost of a mortgage title policy or 
search, charges for preparation and recording of mortgage or security documents, appraisal fees, application fees,  

credit report charges and other similar real estate related expenses.

Now through April - No Closing Costs* 
APPLY ONLINE at BANKPROSPECT.COM

National Day of Prayer
Thursday May 2nd

In commemoration of the National Day of Prayer 
(NDP)...You are invited to the annual NDP break-
fast, sponsored by the churches of the Paris 
Ministerial Fellowship, to be held at Tuscany 
Restaurant on the lake in Paris, Il. Thursday May 
2nd at 8 am until 9 am.   The free hot full course 
breakfast will feature good food, great fellowship, 
music, guest soloist Wesley Gray, short program 
and short moving video.  There is no cost for you 
to attend; those wishing may contribute to the 
meal through offering.   
Church groups, care giving organizations, busi-
nesses, professionals and individuals please re-
serve seating for this event - RSVP by April 30 at 
5 p.m. to jillandjack1971@gmail.com or by text/
answering machine at 217-712-0304 with the 
number who will be attending with you.  

See you there.

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED - Last seating at 1:30 p.m.

Lincoln Trail Family 
         Restaurant

Mother’s Day Brunch Buffet
Celebrate the special women in your life with us!

Sunday, May 12, 2019
FEATURING

Pecan French Toast, Breakfast Quiche, Smoked Sausage 
& Bacon, Prime Rib, Roasted Duck, Stuffed Pork Loin, 

Fingerling Potatoes, Fresh Green Beans, Buttered Carrots, 
Scalloped Potatoes, Mushrooms Diane, Plus More!

217-826-8831

You can’t outsource 
the wind.

Good American jobs, harvesting an 
American resource.

The Harvest Ridge Wind Farm will create approximately 
250 construction jobs and 8–10 permanent jobs 
when the project is operational.

HOFFMAN
FROM PAGE 5B

really will produce happiness 
or joy in our lives. His way is 

the right way. His way is the 
best way. His way is the way 
of ultimate happiness and 
peace. 

Did I say that his way 
would always be quickly 
recognizable or easy on our 
nerves? No. But his way will 
always end in good results 
bringing glory to his name. 
Christian’s believe God is 
good all the time and all the 
time God is good.  

We should pray without 
ceasing. No gaps, no months 
off or years away without 
communicating with Dad 
back home. 

Pray regularly. Pray when 

driving a car, pray when 
walking down the street, pray 
upon awakening and pray 
before going to sleep. 

Pray for food, pray for 
family, pray for sick loved 
ones, pray for others and pray 
for America. 

Don’t cease for in due 
season those who pray reap 
the requests they seek, if they 
keep praying.    

(Jack Hoffman is the senior 
pastor at Cornerstone Baptist 
Church in Paris. Email him at 
jillandjack1971@gmail.com. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provid-
ed by the Paris Ministerial 
Fellowship.)

METHODISTS
FROM PAGE 5B

would have required candi-
dates to certify to a bishop 
their willingness to comply 
with the Book of Discipline 
in its entirety, including but 
not limited to all ordination 
requirements.  The court 
ruled that such an open-end-
ed and unconstitutionally 
vague certification require-
ment violated the principle 
of legality, which ensures all 
individuals and entities are 
equally bound by Church law.

In a separate ruling Fri-
day, the Judicial Council up-
held an exit plan that allows 
churches to leave the denom-
ination with their property 
over decisions made at the 
special session.

February’s special session 
was called after the last qua-
drennial General Conference 
meeting in 2016 to consid-
er several plans to move the 
United Methodist Church 

forward despite its divisions.
But the plan approved by 

the General Conference and 
the rulings Friday by the Ju-
dicial Council are unlikely 
to end debates over the in-
clusion of LGBTQ United 
Methodists in the denomina-
tion, which date back to the 
1970s, when language about 
sexuality was added to the 
Book of Discipline.

Some opponents of the 
Traditional Plan already had 
indicated they don’t plan to 
follow the new rules, and 
United Methodists on all 
sides have said they are open 
to the possibility of launch-
ing a new Methodist move-
ment.

In response to the court’s 
decision, Reconciling Minis-
tries Network, a movement 
advocating for the full in-
clusion of LGBTQ United 
Methodists in the church, 
released a statement that 
read in part: “The outcome 
is not surprising and does 

not change our plan to con-
tinue to resist the decisions 
of GC2019; continue to live 
into Biblical Obedience; 
show up at General Confer-
ence 2020; and remain open 
to new possibilities for our 
Church.”

Meantime, supporters of 
the Traditional Plan were 
pleased by the decision.

Mark Tooley, president of 
the conservative IRD, said 
in an email to Religion News 
Service that it, “confirms that 
United Methodism will con-
tinue to globalize and move 
in a more traditionalist and 
orthodox direction.”

“This ruling should also 
alert adamant dissenters 
that the church’s teaching on 
marriage will not change and 
that the time has come for 
creating new more liberal de-
nominations that will accom-
modate their views. Tradi-
tionalists are willing to assist 
in this process on generous 
terms,” Tooley said.

All across Africa, members 
of the UMC Africa Initia-
tive, an unofficial advocacy 
group, had been praying for 
the court, said Jerry Kulah, 
a delegate from the Liberia 
Conference and general co-
ordinator of the UMC Africa 
Initiative. United Methodists 
in Africa generally are viewed 
as more conservative than 
those in North America.

“Confident in the power 
of prayer and believing that 
God has answered our prayer 
by the decisions of the Judi-
cial Council today. we give 
God all the glory,” Kulah said.

The General Conference 
will meet again next year in 
Minneapolis.

In her concurrence, Judi-
cial Council member Beth 
Capen noted, “Presumably 
these matters will end up be-
fore the Council again in one 
form or another.”

“Hopefully, General Con-
ference will be proactive in 
reconciling these problems.”

SUICIDE
FROM PAGE 5B

or friend who had committed 
suicide.

Even with access to multi-
ple secular agencies that step 
in when there’s a crisis, it’s 
still often local clergy who are 
called to work with a family in 
the first throes of shock and 
grief.

Sam, a former tour guide at 
Hellertown, Pa.’s Lost River 
Caverns who had a profound 
love for nature, died on March 
5, 2018.

As soon as they got the 
news, Andy Plank said, 
members of their fellowship 
gathering, known as a Koi-
nonia group, sprang into ac-
tion.   “They were there that 
night and day, helping us get 
through it, organizing places 
for people to stay, praying and 
holding on to us.”

A year later, he still recalls 
the details of that dark time 
with gratitude, including all 
the people who volunteered 
help with the reception – and 
helped them find a funeral 
home. 

Andy Plank  also credits the 
family’s former congregation, 
Pluckemin Presbyterian in 

New Jersey,  with rallying to 
their side.

A group for those grappling 
with anxiety or depression 
was already in the works at 
First Presbyterian when Sam 
died, according to Tina Plank. 
In the months that followed 
his death, the congregation 
also instituted a gathering for 
congregants who were griev-
ing.

Sam’s grandmother, El-
len Plank,  also turned to her 
church —  First Presbyteri-
an Church in West Chester, 
Pa. — to help her grieve his 
death.

“If it wasn’t for this church, 
I probably wouldn’t be sitting 
here,” she said.  “They were 
such a comfort.”

After a few months, she 
approached the church’s asso-
ciate pastor, Caroline Cupp, 
and asked: How can we talk 
about teen suicide here?

After giving it careful 
thought, the staff arranged 
two meetings with mental 
health professionals, many of 
whom happen to be members 
of the church. 

One was oriented toward 
adults, many of them parents 
and grandparents.  The other 
was focused on young peo-
ple closer to Sam’s age, with 
the aim of assisting them to 
recognize signs of depres-
sion and how to reach out to 
adults.

The church also has volun-
teer Stephen ministers avail-
able for those who have suf-
fered a loss.

“As a society, we don’t do 
enough to address this issue 
openly,” said Cupp, a former 
hospital chaplain. She noted 
there’s a lot of evidence that 
suicide is contagious, both 

in communities and in fami-
lies, and faith groups can help 
stem that.

“Mental health needs to be 
talked about all the time,” she 
said.

On the other hand, she 
said, it’s their pastoral respon-
sibility to respect the wishes 
of family members. “So, if a 
family says we don’t want this 
spoken about, or doesn’t au-
thorize it, we can’t talk about 
it. Our first allegiance is to re-
spect the choices of that par-
ticular family.”

While faith can be pro-
tective, it can, if handled the 
wrong way, said Cupp, be a 
negative factor in those with 
suicidal thoughts.

There’s still often a stigma 
in talking about mental illness 
in faith groups.

“Churches, as well as 
schools and other organiza-
tions, really can help reduce 
the stigma” associated with 
open conversation about sui-
cide, said Tracy Burke, a psy-
chologist and member of First 
Presbyterian.

In the Jewish tradition, 
said Rabbi Lawrence Troster 
of West Chester’s Kesher Is-
rael synagogue, a suicide is 
handled like any other death, 
with no differences in burial 
or mourning practices.

“If you see (the underlying 
cause) as an illness, rather 
than putting in a special cat-
egory, it helps a lot,” he said.

At a time of profound loss, 
he said, it’s not appropriate 
to offer facile explanations or 
theological discussions.

“One’s presence is the most 
important thing,” he said.

During mental and physical 
illness, Troster added, “God 
is there with us, to give us 

strength and love.”
According to the Suicide 

Prevention Resource Center, 
religious organizations offer a 
logical arena for efforts at ad-
dressing and preventing it.

“Spiritual beliefs and prac-
tices tend to help people ex-
perience greater hope and 
meaning in their lives. Faith 
communities can also provide 
opportunities for developing 
positive relationships with 
others and can be an import-
ant source of support during 
difficult times,” according to 
the center’s website.

In the sermon he preached 
at Sam Plank’s packed memo-
rial service,  now available on 
the church website, Austin de-
scribed the feelings prompted 
by clinical depression and 
urged listeners affected by it 
to seek him or others out for 
help.

“Sam’s family wants you to 
know the truth because that 
is a gift that Sam can still give 
by having his story told. Don’t 
refuse Sam’s last gift,” he said.

The sermon itself was so 
widely distributed, said Ellen 
Plank, that eventually Austin 
was asked to turn it into a col-
umn for USA Today.

“What is God doing in 
the midst of all this?” Austin 
asked his listeners at the ser-
vice. “First, God’s heart was 
the first one to break when 
Sam died. And second, God 
has already made sure that ill-
ness and death do not get the 
last word in Sam’s story. God 
has already made sure that 
this is not the ending to Sam’s 
good beginning;  that Sam’s 
story does not end with grief, 
but with grace; not in dark-
ness, but in the brightness of 
God’s light.”

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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HUME – It seems incongruous stu-
dents attending a small school in the 
heart of farm country are not aware of 
the plant cycle or how food gets to the 
table.  

“We are in a food desert here,” said 
Terry Sullivan, Shiloh’s curriculum 
and technology director.

Food desert is a term more com-
monly associated with urban areas, but 
Sullivan explained the Shiloh district 
meets the United States Department 
of Agriculture’s definition of a food 
desert because of the high poverty rate 
in the district and the lack of access to 
fresh produce.

That information combined with 
participation in the Rural Schools Col-
laborative, which is an effort to keep 
rural schools viable, led to one of those 
a-ha moments for school officials. One 
of the goals for the Rural School Col-
laborative is placing an emphasis on 
teaching science and technology. 

Sullivan said talks with Shiloh third 
grade teachers Kristina Milburn and 
Katie Stouffer developed the idea of 
Farm-to-Table as a way of teaching 
the science of biology and nutrition 
to students. They started the program 
in January and do weekly lessons fo-
cusing on how Farm-to-Table fits into 
daily life. 

Milburn said one of the first applica-
tions was a math lesson.

“They (students) had to figure the 
area and perimeter of a garden,” Mil-
burn said. 

Other lessons have explored plant 
science of how temperature, weath-
er and light influences germination, 
growth and productivity of plants. 

“We talked a lot about cold crops 
and warm crops,” said Sullivan.

To illustrate how plants grow, onion 
and garlic were potted in Milburn’s 
classroom and Stouffer has radishes 
growing in her room. The onion and 
garlic are producing spindly plants be-
cause the classroom light is not ideal for 
growing and that also is a lesson for the 
students.

Another germination and growing 
experience is currently under way in 
the Shiloh greenhouse. Some of the 
Edgar County Master Gardeners visit-
ed and helped the children plant mari-
gold and zinnia seeds, which are just 
now sprouting. A future project has 
the third grade students helping the 
pre-school children start some flower 
seeds.

Milburn said everything about the 
Farm-to-Table lessons has been a learn-
ing experience for the children.

“Many of them didn’t understand 
what fresh produce is,” said Milburn. 
“The whole idea of growing vegetables 
and eating fresh from the garden is a 
new idea for some of them.”

Student Kaylyn Key said her family 
does not have a home garden, but that 
may change. 

“Me and my mom are going to build 
one,” she said, adding their discussion 
about creating a garden started before 
the Farm-to-Table lessons at school. 

Key did not know exactly what they 
will grow in the garden, but she likes 
fresh vegetables and her favorite is as-
paragus.  She said her mother uses fresh 
vegetables in cooking family meals.

Creating the garden depends on 
conditions improving.

“I’ve learned the temperature it has 
to be for the soil,” said Key.

Classmate Kayden Johnson does 
not have a home garden but the family 
does have an apple tree. She said her fa-
ther is talking with her about making a 
garden this year, and the one thing she 
definitely wants to plant is tomatoes.

Student Jerry Knifley does not have 
a vegetable garden but his home does 
have flowers growing there. He was 
excited about the idea of planting an 
onion in the classroom and hoped it 
would grow big enough to make onion 
rings. 

Milburn said the students have a 
natural curiosity about how the world 
works and are receptive to the infor-
mation presented in the Farm-to-Ta-
ble lessons. She added they especially 
enjoy it when community members 
like the Master Gardeners come to the 
classroom to share knowledge.

“It’s great to see the kids know they 
can grow their own food, and that we 
have the prime soil so they can do this,” 
said Milburn. “This is a way to carry 
that knowledge on to the next gener-
ation.”

SPECIAL TO THE PRARIE PRESS

URBANA — Soybean 
crush levels came in higher 
than expected in March and 
maintain a steady pace thus far 
in 2019, according to Universi-
ty of Illinois agricultural econ-
omist Todd Hubbs. 

“Domestic use in both soy-
bean meal and oil looks to 
support crush levels in 2019 
despite stiff foreign compe-
tition in export markets,” 
Hubbs says. 

Soybean crush during the 
first half of the marketing 
year, from September 2017 
through February 2018, 
equaled 1.06 billion bushels, 
4.9 percent higher than first-
half crush totals last marketing 
year. The USDA’s current pro-
jection indicates a 2.2 percent 
increase over last year and im-
plies the crush during the last 
half of the year will total 1.04 
billion bushels. A second-half 
crush total at this level comes 
in slightly lower than last 
year’s 1.044 billion bushels. 
The NOPA crush estimate for 

March totaled 170.11 million 
bushels. 

“USDA estimates of crush 
ran, on average, a little under 6 
percent higher this marketing 
year than NOPA estimates,” 
Hubbs says. “A March crush 
level estimated near 179 mil-
lion bushels results if this rela-
tionship holds. The March es-
timate implies that the crush 
during the last five months of 
the year must total 861 mil-
lion bushels. This crush total 
is near the same pace with 
the crush rate of a year ago to 
reach the USDA projection of 
2.1 billion bushels.” 

The pace of domestic crush 
saw a substantial uptick last 
year with the shortfall in Ar-
gentinian soybean produc-
tion. Current forecasts of 
Argentine soybean produc-
tion reflect a recovery from 
last year’s poor crop and sit 
at 2.02 billion bushels for the 
2019 crop year, up 632 mil-
lion bushels from last year’s 
production. Soybean crush 
projections for Argentina sit 
at 1.58 billion bushels, 223 

million bushels larger than 
last year’s drought-plagued 
crush total. 

“An expectation of Argen-
tina moving into the soybean 
oil and meal markets over 
the next few months appears 
reasonable. The forecast for 
soybean meal and oil exports 
out of Argentina are up over 
15 percent and 20 percent 
percent respectively from last 
year,” Hubbs says. 

Soybean oil prices strength-
ened in the first half of the mar-
keting year. Lower soybean oil 
prices led to greater use in bio-
diesel production. The projec-
tion for biodiesel use expanded 
by 150 million pounds in the 
April WASDE report to 8.35 
billion pounds. Total soybean 
oil use came in at 25.1 billion 
pounds, up 5 percent from the 
last marketing year. 

“Despite the increase in 
soybean oil demand, prices re-
main in the 28-30 cents range 
with March Decatur soybean 
oil prices averaging 28.6 cents 
per pound. March prices came 
in almost a full cent lower than 

February’s average of 29.58 
cents per pound in Decatur. 
Large soybean stocks look 
to keep soybean oil prices in 
check through the remainder 
of 2019,” Hubbs explains. 

The growth in soybean 
meal prices associated with 
the drought in Argentina con-
tinues to weaken. Soybean 
meal prices in Decatur came 
in at $379 per ton last March 
and eventually hit a monthly 
average high of $393 per ton 
in May. This March soybean 
meal prices averaged $306 
per ton in Decatur, down 
slightly from February. The 
April WASDE report held all 
consumption categories for 
soybean meal steady from the 
March report. Current mar-
keting-year use is projected 
at 49.7 million short tons, up 
141 thousand tons from last 
marketing year.  

“Domestically, ample live-
stock supply indicates contin-
ued consumption of soybean 
meal throughout the spring 
and summer as beef, pork, 
and broiler production look to 

expand over last year’s levels,” 
Hubbs says. “Red meat and 
poultry production came in 2.1 
percent higher during the first 
quarter of 2019. Projections 
for second-quarter production 
show an increase of 3.2 per-
cent. A continuation of healthy 
domestic consumption ap-
pears feasible in 2019 with the 
potential for expanded pork 
exports and production during 
the latter part of the year.” 

Soybean meal export mar-
kets showed strength through 
the first quarter of the soy-
bean meal marketing year 
(October 2018 – December 
2018). Exports increased 12 
percent over last year to 3.46 
million short tons. The US-
DA’s current projection indi-
cates a 2.1 percent decrease 
for the year and implies that 
the exports during 2019 will 
be 6.2 percent lower during 
the 2019 portion of the mar-
keting year. 

“Through February, soy-
bean meal exports total 6.08 
million tons. Soybean meal 
exports must total 7.66 bil-

lion tons from March through 
September to reach the USDA 
projection, down 882,000 
short tons from 2018. Growing 
issues with African swine fever 
in Southeast Asia and competi-
tion out of South America look 
to dampen exports in 2019,” 
Hubbs says.  

Soybean crush maintains a 
pace to set record levels of use 
this marketing year. Domestic 
consumption of soybean meal 
and oil appears set to support 
the necessary crush pace to 
meet current marketing year 
projections. 

“The progression of soy-
bean meal exports and 
domestic soybean oil use 
through the remainder of the 
spring and summer will pro-
vide insight into the potential 
for crush levels as we move 
into the next marketing year,” 
Hubbs says. “While strong 
crusher demand is a bright 
spot in soybean use, robust 
crush will not solve the issues 
associated with burdensome 
ending stocks projected for 
soybeans this year.” 

I’ll just stop 
eating pork

Soybean crush holding steady

See FOOD, Page 8B
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Shiloh third grade students are working on a farm-to-table program augmenting the science and math curriculum. They 
have learned about the importance of soil temperature and other important elements of the plant cycle and recently 
planted marigolds and zinnias in the school greenhouse. Left to right are: Haylee Buckler, Trace Galyen, Wesley Harbaugh, 
Robert Kirkman, Zoey West and Allison Behiter.

Oasis in Shiloh’s food desert

One tried-and-true tool 
politicians use to deflect public 
criticism is as old as politics 

itself: beat 
up the press.

Someone 
in Secre-
tary Sonny 
Perdue’s U.S. 
Depart-
ment of 
Agriculture 
(USDA) 
thought it 
was time 

to do just that April 8 as the 
“FSIS Office of Congressional 
and Public Affairs” — US-
DA’s Food Safety Inspection 
Service — issued a blistering 
rebuttal to an April 3 Wash-
ington Post story on pro-
posed changes in the federal 
safety inspection regime at hog 
slaughtering plants.

The story, by a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning reporter, 
telegraphed its news in its first 
sentence:  “The Trump admin-
istration plans to shift much of 
the power and responsibility 
for food safety inspections 
in hog plants to the pork 
industry… as early as May, 
cutting the number of federal 
inspectors by about 40 percent 
and replacing them with plant 
employees.”

The USDA reply five days 
later was unlike anything I’ve 
ever seen in nearly 40 years of 
ag journalism.

 “The Washington Post says 
that democracy dies in dark-
ness,” began its anonymous 
writer. “If that’s the case, then 
The Washington Post’s story 
about the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Food Safety 
Inspection Service (FSIS) is a 
solar eclipse.”

Just in case that opening 
metaphor was too murky and 
inside-the-swamp for us coun-
try folk, it went on to moralize 
that food safety is a, “responsi-
bility and mission so import-
ant that every FSIS employee 
takes an Oath of Office. If only 
The Washington Post was held 
to the same standard.”

The government-sponsored 
sarcasm was, as intended, 
noticed. Members of the 
Safe Food Coalition issued a 
statement the next day noting 
USDA’s unsigned reply, “mere-
ly confirms the truth of the 
Post’s story,” because of its use 
of, “‘alternative facts’… to spin 
the news… using word play.”

For example, “…USDA 
asserts… ‘FSIS is not reducing 
the total number of federal 
inspectors by 40 percent’… 
However, USDA’s proposed 
rule clearly envisions that ‘the 
Agency would require 147 
fewer… for swine slaughter 
inspection,’ i.e. a 40 percent 
reduction in the relevant 
inspection workforce…”

Tony Corbo, senior lobbyist 
for Food & Water Watch, 
an independent, non-parti-
san group, “that champions 
healthy food and clean water,” 
sees USDA’s sharp reply as 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHICAGO — Farm sup-
plier CHS, Inc. has dozens of 
loaded barges trapped on the 
flood-swollen Mississippi Riv-
er near St. Louis — about 500 
miles from the company’s two 
Minnesota distribution hubs. 

The barges can’t move - or 
get crucial nutrients to corn 
farmers for the spring planting 
season - because river locks on 
the main U.S. artery for grain 
and fertilizer have been shut-
tered for weeks. High water 
presents a hazard for boats, 
barges and lock equipment. 

Railroads have also been 
plagued by delays from win-
ter weather and flooding in 
the western Midwest, further 
disrupting agricultural supply 
chains in the nation’s bread 
basket. 

The transportation woes are 
the latest headache for a U.S. 
agricultural sector reeling from 
years of slumping profits and 
the U.S.-China trade war, and 
they threaten to cut the num-
ber of acres of corn and wheat 
that can be planted this year. 

The shipping delays follow 
months of bad weather in the 
rural Midwest, including a 
bomb cyclone that flooded at 
least 1 million acres of farmland 
last month and a record-break-
ing April snow storm. 

“Our barges are a long way 
from where we need them in 
the upper Midwest,” said Gary 
Halvorson, senior vice presi-
dent of agronomy at CHS. “We 
really don’t think that any rail 
line will be at their preferred 
service rate until summer.” 

Agricultural retailers rely 
on barges and trains to resup-
ply distribution warehouses 
across the farm belt. But river 
flooding has delayed the sea-
sonal reopening of the north-
ern reaches of the Mississippi 
River to barge traffic. The latest 
National Weather Service river 
forecasts suggest one of the riv-
er’s southernmost locks could 
remain closed until at least the 
first week of May. 

Reduced or poorly timed 
fertilizer applications can hurt 
yields, potentially denting this 
year’s U.S. farm profits, which 
are already predicted to be 
about half of their 2013 peak, 
according to the latest U.S. 
government forecast. Delayed 
shipments can also mean lost 
sales for farm suppliers and 
higher demurrage penalties, or 
late-return charges, on stalled 
barges and rail cars. 

CHS, one of the largest pub-
licly traded U.S. agriculture 
suppliers, this month cited 
poor weather as a key reason 
for a $8.9 million drop in agri-
cultural profits during its fiscal 
second quarter. 

Floods stall 
fertilizer 
shipments

ALAN
GUEBERT
FARM AND FOOD 
FILE

Program supplements 
classrooms with 
gardening

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press 

The Farm-to-Table movement is an effort to get people to eat fresh and locally grown produce as a healthier alterna-
tive to processed foods. It is also proving an interesting way to teach basic science concepts to Shiloh third grade 
students who are gathered around some potted garlic and onion growing as an experiment in the classroom. Front row, 
left to right, Allison Behiter, Noah Yost-Mantels, Jerry Knifley, Kaylynn Key, Kalvin Budd, Lucas Adams (green sweat-
shirt), Hailey Queen, Bentley Dudley and Zoey West. Back row, left to right, Seth Anderson, Brayton St. Clair, Jayden 
Thompson, Wesley Harbaugh, Sawyer Anderson and  Kayden Johnson.  See FLOOD, Page 8B

THIRD-GRADERS CULTIVATE NEW SKILLS

Latest blow to 
farmers attacks 
first-quarter profits
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second quarter. 
Agribusiness giant Archer 

Daniels Midland Co. said 
severe weather and flooding 
would cut its first-quarter 
profit by $50 million to $60 
million while DowDuPont 
said flooding would slash 
first-quarter profits in its agri-
culture division by 25 percent. 

Fertilizer producers such as 
Nutrien Ltd., Mosaic Co. and 
Yara International also lost 

another step in its emerging 
trend to attack consumer 
groups that question its Big 
Ag rulemaking agenda.

The proof, he says, is 
that, “There’s nothing in 
the USDA statement that 
responds to real problems 
USDA has had in implement-
ing past changes to meat 
inspection rules. Instead, 
there’s a lot of double-speak 
to deflect Congress’ and pub-
lic attention from these new, 
even bigger changes.”

Key U.S. pork importers 
are taking note, too, says 
Steve Suppan, senior policy 

analyst at the Institute for 
Agriculture and Trade Policy.

When, for example, the 
U.S. begins new trade talks 
with Japan, Suppan fore-
casts in an email, “Japan 
will demand re-inspection 
and testing of fresh pork at 
the port of entry,” if USDA 
implements what Japan sees 
as weakened pork slaughter 
inspection rules.

The reason is that if Japa-
nese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe, “agrees that USDA 
(inspection) standards 
are ‘equivalent’ to Japan’s, 
notwithstanding all contrary 
evidence, Abe’s party will pay 
at the polls.”

If that global worry 

spreads, the threat to the U.S. 
pork sector would be cata-
strophic because 26 percent 
of all (federally-inspected) 
American pork, valued at 
$6.4 billion, was exported in 
2018.

An even bigger market 
threat is brewing here, accord-
ing to Post readers. Hundreds 
who read the pork inspection 
story posted remarks like “No 
problem, I’ll just stop eating 
pork,” or “Time to become 
vegan,” and “Chick-fil-A: the 
other white meat.”

Notably, many of the 814 
reader comments wondered 
why USDA would cede fed-
eral power for food safety to 
corporate meatpackers. 

So far, USDA’s single 
response hinges on a daft 
Orwellian reference to solar 
eclipses.

That’s not good enough. 
American hog farmers don’t 
sell eclipses; they sell trust, 
a trust built in large part on 
USDA meat inspection. Any 
debasement of that standard 
to save a few million federal 
dollars while adding a few 
million to corporate profits is 
a fool’s trade.

(Alan Guebert is an 
award-winning agricultural 
journalist and expert who 
was raised on an 720-acre, 
100-cow southern Illinois dairy 
farm. Email him at agcomm@
farmandfoodfile.com.)

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Senate Finance Chairman 
Charles Grassley is working 
with like-minded senators on 
crafting a bipartisan bill to limit 
the president’s power to im-
pose import tariffs in the name 
of national security. “We’ve 
got to get a huge vote on it, 
because it could be vetoed by 
the president,” said Grassley on 
Wednesday. 

A month ago, the Finance 
Committee said Grassley was 
seeking bipartisan reform of 
Section 232 tariffs, which were 
created in 1962. President 
Trump invoked Section 232 a 
year ago to set high duties on 
imported steel and aluminum. 
Canada and Mexico, which 
account for one third of U.S. 
trade in food and agriculture, 
imposed retaliatory tariffs on 

U.S. goods, including ag ex-
ports. The tariffs have become 
an obstacle to ratification of the 
United States-Mexico-Can-
ada Agreement (USMCA), 
the proposed successor to 
NAFTA. 

The starting point for nego-
tiations among senators was a 
proposal to set a time limit on 
the duration of Section 232 
tariffs subject to agreement 
by Congress to extend them. 
During that time, the admin-
istration would report on how 
well the tariffs had achieved 
their national security goals 
as well as on their economic 
impact. Asked if the legisla-
tion might apply to the tariffs 
already in place, Grassley said, 
“I don’t think there’s a conclu-
sion on that.” Legislation usu-
ally applies to future events 
rather than reaching back. 

Section 232 reform and 
USMCA ratification are sep-
arate issues, Grassley told re-
porters. However, Canada and 
Mexico have indicated they 
will not act on the USMCA 
while the steel and aluminum 
tariffs are in force. 

Congressional action on 
the USMCA won’t begin until 
House Democrats are satis-
fied their objections are re-
solved, said Grassley. “I’m still 
willing to act as a go-between 
to get environment and labor 
and enforcement [provisions] 
satisfactory for Democrats to 
vote on it.” The Trump admin-
istration had hoped for rati-
fication of the USMCA this 
spring, a goal that is slipping 
out of reach. 

Separately, the White 
House confirmed high-lev-
el U.S. officials will travel to 

Beijing for talks beginning 
on Tuesday to resolve the Si-
no-U.S. trade war. The talks 
would be followed by a round 
of meetings in Washington 
beginning on May 8. “The 
subject of next week’s discus-
sions will cover trade issues 
including intellectual proper-
ty, forced technology transfer, 
nontariff barriers, agriculture, 
services, purchases and en-
forcement,” said the White 
House. 

U.S. Trade Representative 
Robert Lighthizer and Trea-
sury Secretary Steve Mnuchin 
will lead the U.S. side in the 
talks. As usual, Vice Premier 
Liu will be the head Chinese 
trade negotiator. 

Grassley said if there is a res-
olution, he expected it would 
call for a gradual reduction in 
tariffs over time.

Looking for ‘huge vote’ in Senate to limit tariffs 

sales due to bad weather in 
the fourth quarter of last year 
and first quarter of this year. 
Mosaic announced last month 
it will cut U.S. phosphate 
fertilizer production by 
300,000 tonnes for the spring 
season due to poor weather 
and large inventories left over 
from the fall. 

Farm retailers such as CHS 
and privately held Growmark 
may see additional losses 
through the spring season as 
the tighter planting window 
limits the application services 
they provide, according to Co-
Bank analyst Will Secor. 

Farmers are not expected to 
skip nitrogen fertilizer appli-
cations entirely, which would 
cause yields to drop by about 
half, according to Purdue Uni-
versity agronomist Bob Niel-

sen. But higher nutrient costs 
could have growers applying 
less-than-optimal amounts. 

Some farmers could shift 
from corn to soybeans, which 
can be planted later and re-
quire fewer fertilizer appli-
cations. But soybeans will 
continue to face uncertain 
demand as long as the U.S. 
and top buyer China remain 
locked in a trade war. 

“Right now my plan is to 
plant more corn because the 
price of beans is so low,” said 
Don Batie, a farmer near Lex-
ington, Nebraska. 

The weather problems start-
ed last autumn, a period when 
some farmers treat fields after 
harvesting in preparation for 
the following spring. But wet 
weather prevented fall fertiliz-
er applications, and an excep-
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Feeling like you paid too much 
in taxes this year?

Contact your fi nancial advisor today to 
learn about investing strategies that 
could benefi t you.

Derrick L Lorenzen 
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Pancake & Sausage
Breakfast

Free-will donations
Saturday, May 4

7- 10 a.m. (or whenever we run out)

Sponsored by...
Chrisman Area Community Club

at the Chrisman American Legion

(west side of the square)

Flippin’ 
Great 

Pancakes!

Chrisman

Fling
City Wide Yard Sales - May 3 & 4

Pancake Breakfast  
(while supplies last)

at American Legion
Downtown

Saturday, May 4
7 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Vendors welcome in downtown park!

Library Plant 
& Bake Sale

Downtown Park

Saturday, May 4
8 a.m. - noon

Sponsored by Chrisman Area Community Club

Celebration!
Thank you for supporting us in 

our first year of growth!
Stop in for cake and a gift!

Celebration Date: 
April 29th 11am – 3pm
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tionally snowy winter in many 
areas slowed or halted winter 
field work. 

More recent storms have 
threatened to narrow the lim-
ited spring window for field 
treatments. 

“When you add to it this 
re-supply constraint of not 
being able to move barges up 
the Mississippi, it puts us in 
a precarious position,” said 
Kreg Ruhl, manager for crop 
nutrients division at Grow-
mark, the country’s third-larg-
est agriculture retailer in terms 
of revenue. 

Retail fertilizer prices have 
started rising in parts of the 
Midwest and are likely to rise 
further as local supplies are 
depleted and retailers scram-
ble to resupply. 

In Iowa, the top U.S. corn 
producing state, the price of 
the common fertilizer urea 
was up 20 percent in late 
April from a year ago, and 
anhydrous ammonia was up 
27 percent. Both hit their 
highest early spring levels in 
three years, according to U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
data. 

Without timely barge deliv-
eries, CHS will lean on its rail 
network that brings imported 
supplies from Galveston, Tex-
as, to any of the 29 rail hubs 
it owns in places like Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota; Marshall, 
Minnesota; and Minot, North 
Dakota. 

Higher U.S. fertilizer pric-
es and strong demand from 
other countries could help 
producers such as Nutrien, 
Mosaic and Yara recover some 
recent profit weakness in up-
coming quarters. 

For farmers and fertilizer 
retailers, however, uncertain 
fertilizer deliveries will likely 
weigh on agricultural markets 
through the planting season. 

“We’re doing our very best 
to make sure that our retail 
network is supplied,” said 
CHS’s Halvorson. 
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Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
 1. Half-conscious states

 8. Strange

13. Deep regret

14. Rogue

15. Took without permission

19. An alternative

20. Performer __-Lo

21. Partner to flowed

22. Best day of the week (abbr.)

23. Body part

24. Famed river

25. Lake __, one of the Great

26. Make free from bacteria

30. People native to Canada

31. Japanese seaport

32. Least clothed

33. Horse of small breed

34. Italian doctor and poet

35. Moving away from land

38. One who parks cars

39. Some are front and some 

are back

40. Views

44. Ancient Greek shield (alt. sp.)

45. Spanish seaport

46. New England college (abbr.)

47. The woman

48. Belgian province

49. Danish krone

50. Excessive dose (abbr.)

51. In great shape

55. 7th month of Islamic

 calendar

57. Shaped

58. Icelandic poems

59. Swollen area within tissue
Clues Down
 1. Small amounts
 2. Duplicate
 3. Current unit
 4. Neither
 5. Chromium(II) oxide
 6. Second sight
 7. The absence of mental 
stress or anxiety
 8. Supplemented with 
difficulty
 9. Not the beginning
10. Dorm employee
11. Hard, white substances

12. Scariest
16. Spanish island
17. Having sufficient skill
18. Where golfers start
22. No charge
25. Print errors
27. Where rafters ply their 
trade
28. Paintings of holy 
figures
29. CNN host Lisa
30. Gives whippings
32. Type of tie
34. Unbroken view
35. Blemish

CROSSWORD

36. National capital
37. “Captain Marvel” actress 
Larson
38. Tenth pair of cranial nerves
40. Arizona native peoples
41. Confuse
42. Body parts
43. Plays a fast guitar
45. Tub
48. Pen parts
51. Supervises flying
52. Cars come with one
53. Some are fake
54. Calendar month

56. American whiskey (abbr.)

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

new paths and at speeds 
we’re not used to experi-
encing. There is currently a 
weak El Niño warming the 
Pacific waters, which then 
warms the air, and the Arctic 
is experiencing record warm 
temperatures. Historically, 
we would expect to see the 
jet following the Canadian 
border by this time of year as 
warm air covers Illinois.

 The global temperature 
changes are causing the 
polar/tropical air boundary 
to be farther south, leaving 
us with a lingering cold 
spring the last few years. The 
deep dip south the jet stream 
took continued pulling polar 
storms into the middle of the 
country well into April. We 
had snow two weeks ago and 
Easter weekend Sacramen-
to, Calif., had inches of hail 
accumulation. This is all 
being driven by an atypical 
jet stream. 

We currently have a jet 
stream flowing at record low 
speeds. FAA tracking flights 
from east to west shows 90 
percent are arriving early by 
an average of 45 minutes with 
fewer headwinds to fight. 

Last fall the west coast had 
record forest fires and now 
rains in California have eased 
the drought. California has 
suffered drought since 2011 
but the shifted jet stream is 
bringing wet weather across 
the state. 

For the first time in their 
life experience, second 
graders in California are 
not under water rationing. 
They’ve seen deserts bloom 

with wildflowers, but 
meteorologists expect a dry 
summer with a renewed fire 
threat by fall.

Slower, weaker jet streams 
have been linked to melting 
in Greenland and a potential 
rise in deadly weather events 
because they can lock weath-
er systems into place, stalling 
them over regions. 

Michael Mann, climate 
scientist at Pennsylvania State 
University, along with col-
leagues, has published a study 
connecting these disruptive 
weather extremes with a 
fundamental change in how 
the jet stream is behaving 
during the summer. Linked 
to the warming climate, the 
study suggests this change in 
the atmosphere’s jet stream is 
making these extremes occur 
more frequently, with greater 
intensity and for longer peri-
ods of time.

Locally, we continue to 
experience a cool wet spring, 
which prevents farmers from 
getting into their fields. It is 
likely the jet stream will soon 
shift back north resulting in a 
sudden change to hot and dry 
weather. 

If the El Niño continues, 
we may have a very warm and 
dry summer, but it is hard 
to be certain because our 
historic prediction rules are 
changing as we define a new 
normal.

  (Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

WOODSTOCK
FROM PAGE 3B

and appeared in the film. It 
similarly  buoyed Joe Cocker 
and Richie Havens to greater 
fame., Woodstock was also 
one of the first concerts at 
which Crosby, Stills, Nash 
and Young played together as 
a group. In one memorable 
part of the concert and the 
documentary, Stephen Stills 
tells the crowd: “This is the 
second time we’ve ever played 
in front of people, man. We’re 
scared sh**less.”

Both Makower and Perone 
say that the music wasn’t the 

most important part of Wood-
stock — it was the general at-
mosphere that made it mem-
orable. There were plenty of 
people who had a bad trip, as 
well as one person who died 
of a drug overdose and anoth-
er who died from being run 
over by a tractor in his sleep. 
But despite Woodstock’s ex-
tremely poor conditions, the 
crowds remained relatively 
peaceful and nonviolent.

The fact that Woodstock 
was such a weird accident 
means it’s probably impossible 
to recreate, though many have 
tried. “If you look at Wood-
stock ‘94 or the 1999 festival, 

they ended up being entirely 
different,” Perone says. At the 
‘99 festival in particular, vio-
lence broke out and attendees 
torched concession stands. “It 
seems like attempts to recreate 
that may have more big name 
performers, but just the entire 
atmosphere doesn’t seem to 
have been captured.”

In August 2019, organizers 
will give it one more try with 
Woodstock 50. The concert 
will feature performers from 
the original festival, includ-
ing Santana, Melanie, David 
Crosby and Dead & Company 
(an outgrowth of The Grateful 
Dead). It’ll also feature Rob-

Only 40 units collected 
at April Red Cross drive
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The April 22 blood drive 
at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall collected 40 units, which 
is the least amount in several 
months.

Officials involved with the 
local blood drive encourage 
everyone to give during the 
May 20 blood draw at the KC 
Hall because the need always 
increases in the summer.

Some donation milestones 
were achieved at the April 22 
event. Dale English earned 
a 17-gallon pin, Joan Brown 
received a 12-gallon pin and 
John Calhoun was a first-time 
donor. 

Members of Bell Ridge 
Christian Church staffed the 
canteen. Monical’s provided 
the pizza, and McDonald’s pro-
vided orange drink.

Volunteers were: Betty Ray, 
Debbie Watters, Bob McHen-
ry, Mary Lou Wilson, Vicki 
Wilson, Sharon Cash and Nan-
cy Englebright.

Paris Lions Club members 
helped unload and load equip-
ment for the Red Cross staff.

Appointments to give blood 
at the May 20 event may be 
made by calling 465-6494 or 
275-3434, however, appoint-
ments are not required and 
walk-in donors are always wel-
come

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

HUME – Shiloh’s Prom 
is today, April 27, with a full 
schedule of activities lasting 
until Sunday morning.

Prom is at the Walk Way 
with photos starting at 6 p.m. 
and a 7 p.m. dinner catered by 
the Front Street Market. The 
dance starts after the meal 
service with Coconut Pete of 
Clinton, Ind., as the DJ. The 
dance concludes at 10:30 
p.m. with the crowning of a 
senior class king and queen 
and a junior class prince and 
princess.

Senior class king candidates 
are Austin Hollingsworth, 
Mason Hutchinson and Lo-
gan Richardson. Queen can-
didates are Briana Bange, Har-
ley Barry and Emma Gordon. 
Junior class prince candidates 
are Lane Bisby, Brody Parten-
heimer and Mitchell Pollock. 
Princess candidates are Mad-
ison Barrow, Lillie Cox and 
Sammi Skinner.

Shiloh Junior Class parents 
are hosting a post prom event 
at the Mattoon YMCA from 
11 p.m.-3 a.m. The event is 
free and open to only students 

who attended prom. All of 
those who attend post prom 
get a T-shirt. 

The pool is open to prom 
goers 11:30 p.m.-1:30 a.m. 
With the use of two large 
gyms, students can also play 
basketball, volleyball, dodge 
ball, corn hole and giant 
games like Twister and Jen-
ga. Other areas in the YMCA 
will be set-up with a fun pho-
to booth, BINGO for candy 
and movies. Pizza, vegetable 
trays, snacks and homemade 
cookies and treats are served 
throughout the night.

At approximately 1:45 a.m. 
Sunday, the prize drawing be-
gins. Every person attending 
post prom will receive a gift 
card to a restaurant or store. 
Shiloh juniors and seniors 
can also win bigger prizes 
including an Apple watch, 
Apple air pods, Playstation 4, 
game chair, mini-refrigerator, 
Keurig coffee maker, $150 
gift card to Ulta or two $100 
cash prizes.

After the event, an activ-
ity bus is available for those 
wishing to ride back to the 
school where their parent can 
pick them up.

Shiloh Prom schedule

ert Plant, whose band Led 
Zeppelin was invited to play 
at the original Woodstock 
but turned it down on the 
advice of its manager. 

Likely, Plant will be a lot 
more comfortable (and bet-
ter paid) at this festival than 
he would’ve been in 1969. 
But who knows? Wood-
stock 50’s organizers have 
already had to postpone 
ticket sales because they 
submitted their permit late 
and the New York State De-
partment of Health hasn’t 
had time to approve it. In 
that respect, at least, the 
song remains the same.



Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types 
of garage doors. 
New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Looking for residential 
or businesses to clean, 
10 years experience.
References on request, 
call 217-504-3985

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Spring/Summer sale.  
Twice as nice for half the price! 
Insured. 
Free Estimates.  
Call 217-251-1800

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer sale.
Insured.
Free estimates.
217-251-1800

WANTED-Yards to mow. 
Reasonable rates
Call 217-251-9493

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, 
Downtown Paris
217-264-1921 or 
217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. 
One item to a complete 
household.  
Call Robin today.
open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 
9 am-5 pm. 
We pay cash!

Garage Sale
407 Milton St.
4/27, 9am-2pm
5/2, 10am-5pm
5/3, 10am-5pm
5/4, 9am-2pm

HUGE SALE
16 Sims Drive 
Friday, May 3rd 8 a.m.-4 p.m
Sat. May 4th 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.  
coffee table, end tables, desk, 
dresser, glass top wicker 
tables, bar stools, folding chairs, 
pictures, floral arrangements, 
glassware, wall decor, lamps, 
girls bike, fishing stuff, 
coleman camp stove, 
DVD’s, games, puzzles &
 lots more!

Yard Sale
903 Oak Street, Marshall, IL
Thurs., 5/2, 7am-2pm
Fri., 5/3, 7am-3pm
Sat., 5/4, 7am-3pm
Thurs., 5/9, 7am-2pm
Fri., 5/10, 7am-3pm
Sat., 5/11, 7am-4pm
Clean, Organized, Annual sale.
Kids toys, wagon, clothing. 
Signs, collectibles, antiques, 
PHS and MHS yearbooks, 
Adult Clothing, hand tools, 
kids gloves and bats, 
Hundreds of Cardinals, Cubs, 
Colts, etc., vintage baseball cards.
Please share address with your 
friends!  Don’t miss out on one of 
the best!

INSIDE SALE
Saturday May 4th 
602 Highland Drive 
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m
6 families plus
NOTE: One table $5 items. 
ALL proceeds going to Paris 
Compassionate Food Pantry

Multi-Family Sale
712 E Lincoln Ave, Chrisman
Friday, May 3 8:00 am - 4:00 pm
Saturday, May 4 8:00 am -noon
Furniture, Home & Wall Decor, 
Kitchenware, Household Items, 
Women’s & Men’s Clothing
*City-wide yard sales also going 
on*

36th ANNUAL 
SPRING CITY  WIDE 
YARD SALE 
IN OAKLAND, IL.  
AND HINDSBORO, IL.  
SATURDAY,  
MAY 4TH, 2018 
FROM 8:OO TO ?????

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 
over a million families find 
senior living.  
Our trusted, local advisors help 
find solutions to your unique 
needs at no cost to you. 
Call 1-844-363-6919

Local company seeking a 
full-time driver. 
Class A CDL required. 
All local driving. 
100% company paid health 
insurance plus pension. 
Call 217-465-7621

Part Time Auto Detailer
Come be a part of an amazing 
team! We’re seeking a part time 
employee for our auto detail 
department. This position is 
for an  average of 4 hours per 
day. Flexible hours but must be 
available from 7am-5:30pm. 
Training on site. 
Must be able to lift 50 lbs and 
work in a physically demanding 
position. 
Must be 16 and up to qualify. 
Drug screen and physical can be 
requested at employment and 
during employment. 
Come check us out! 
Stop in or call 217-463-9500 or 
apply online.

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Bauermeister K-9 Training. 
Over 40 years of experience 
offering 6 week obedience class
beginning 5-7-19.  
$90.00
Call 217-275-3465

REAL ESTATE/PERSONAL 
PROPERTY AUCTION 
MAY 11th 10 AM 
29669CR 2500N, MANITO, IL 
HOUSE, 3 OUTBUILDINGS ON 
4.2AC, MACHINERY, EQUIPMENT, 
TOOLS, SPORTING, OUTDOORS, 
MORE! 
309-253-2128 
WWW.PALMERAUCTIONSERVICE.
COM

1 Bedroom House
Newly remodeled
Taking applications
Unfurnished, 
No pets
Adults
For viewing call 217-465-4229

2 Bedroom House for Rent
$565/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

3 Bedroom house for rent
$650/mo + deposit
217-463-8800
Leave message

For Sale - 167 acres of prime 
farm land.
5 miles west of Chrisman on 
Route 36.  Land is 
Drummond soil.
Phone 217-213-9891

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Mobile home for rent.
2 bedroom, stove and refrigerator.
Furnished. $450 per month.
References, lease & deposit 
required.
217-251-2184

Very nice two bedroom apt on 
East Lake with washer, dryer, 
dishwasher, stove refrigerator. 
1 yr lease + dep
 $650/mo 
Call 466 8210

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 2br apt 
$550+dep 
Central air. 
217-466-8210

Price Reduced
2000 Chevrolet pickup-
short bed $2,500.00
call 217-921-3311

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 
217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE 
referral to an attorney! Call the 
Illinois State Bar Association 
Illinois Lawyer Finder The advice 
you need 877-270-3855 or htps:/
www.isba.org/public/
illinoislawyerfinder

*** Colman’s RV *** 
We buy/consign used 
Campers & RV’s! 
217-583-4023 
www.colmansrv.com

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. 
Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or 
not! All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details. 
844-494-3143

Morel Mushrooms 
$45/lb or $25/half lb.
Call 217-460-0117

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on April 3, 2019 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Edgar County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names and post 
office address of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and transact-
ing the business known as:

YELLOW BLOCK MERCANTILE
Located at : 320 E. JASPER ST., 
SUITE B, Paris, IL 61944

Owner(s): Lori Higginbotham
Dated: April 3, 2019

August H. Griffin
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on April 15, 2019 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Edgar County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names and post 
office address of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and transact-
ing the business known as: 

TASTY SMELLS
Located at: 718 Water St., 
Paris, IL 61944

Owner(s): Stephanie Johnston
Dated: April 15, 2019

August H. Griffin
Edgar County Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Proposed Tariff Changes
Gas Service Schedule Ill. C. C. No. 
2 

To the Gas Patrons of 
Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a 
Ameren Illinois:

Ameren Illinois (or Company) 
hereby gives notice to the 
public that on April 9, 2019, it 
filed with the Illinois Commerce 
Commission (ICC or Commission) 
evidence (direct testimony) 
regarding the reconciliation 
of revenues and costs under 
the Company’s Purchased Gas 
Adjustment (PGA) Rider with 
costs incurred in connection with 
the cost of gas from January 1, 
2018 through December 31, 2018.  
The evidence is applicable to Rate 
Zone I (formerly the AmerenCIPS 
service territory), Rate Zone 
II (formerly the AmerenCILCO 
service territory) and Rate Zone 
III (formerly the AmerenIP service 
territory); and may result in 

changes in its rates and charges 
with respect to gas delivery ser-
vices throughout the Company’s 
gas service territory in Illinois.  
The changes in rates and charges 
will take effect after hearings and 
after the Commission issues its 
final Order.

A copy of the evidence may be 
inspected at the Ameren Illinois 
offices located at 300 Liberty 
Street, Peoria, Illinois or online at 
www.icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/.
All parties interested in this matter 
may obtain information with re-
spect thereto either directly from 
Ameren Illinois or by addressing 
the Chief Clerk of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission, 527 
East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, 
Illinois 62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois
By: Richard J. Mark, President & 
CEO

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS, 

IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of
CINDY M. INGRAM, 
deceased

No.  2019-P-23

CLAIM NOTICE
 
  Notice is given of the death of 
CINDY M. INGRAM of Paris, Edgar 
County, Illinois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on April 11, 2019, to 
OPAL CRUNK, as Independent 

Administrator, 407 Milton Street, 
Paris, Illinois 61944,  whose attor-
ney is DREW P. GRIFFIN of JONES 
& GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, P.C., 110 
E. Washington, P.O. Box 8, Paris, 
Illinois 61944.

  Claims against the Estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
or with the representative, or both, 
on or before October 21, 2019, and 
any claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

  DATED this 18th day of April, 
2019.
OPAL CRUNK, Independent 
Administrator of the Estate of
CINDY M. INGRAM, deceased

Drew P. Griffin
JONES & GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, P.C. 
110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Tele: (217) 465-7525
Fax:  (217) 466-2230

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS, 

IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of 
ANTHONY URSO, JR., 
deceased
2019-P-11
   
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS – 

ORDER APPOINTING 
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATOR
OF DECEDENT’S ESTATE 

- INTESTATE

  NOTICE IS GIVEN TO the 
unknown heirs of the decedent, 
ANTHONY URSO, JR., deceased, to 
the unknown heirs of GERALDINE 
URSO, deceased, who was the 
mother of the decedent, to FRANK 
URSO, cousin of the decedent, 
whose address is unknown, to 
NICOLE ANDERSON, cousin of 
the decedent, whose address is 
unknown, (each of said persons 
being hereinafter referred to as an 
“interested party”)  that a Petition 
for Letters of Independent 
Administration filed herein March 
6, 2019, shows the decedent had 
unknown heirs, or heirs whose 
addresses or whereabouts are 
not known.  An Order Appointing 
Independent Administrator of 
Decedent’s Estate - Intestate was 
entered by the Court on April 9, 
2019, appointing SCOTT M. HALL 
as Independent Administrator 
of ANTHONY URSO, JR.’S Estate.  
As an interested party, you are 
entitled to receive notice of the 
filing of said Petition and the entry 
of said Order.

  Under independent admin-
istration, the Estate will be 
administered without Court 
supervision, unless independent 
administration is terminated pur-
suant to a Petition to Terminate 
Independent Administration, 
filed by an interested party.  As 
an interested party, you have the 
right under Section 28-4 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/8-4) 
to request  supervised admin-
istration of this Estate, at any 
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
mjacobs@prairiepress.net

©ClassifiedGuys.com

MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach 7,225 homes 
and businesses in Edgar County twice (two weeks in a row), three 
heavy-duty, all-weather signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

fluorescent green pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale 
checklist, sales record form.  All for $1000!!!! 

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

AUCTION!  AUCTION!  AUCTION!

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

Sunday, April 28th @ Noon IL Time
Live & Online Bidding! Pre-Bidding Available Now! 

FEATURING: 1966 Chevy Corvair! 
Also: Antiques, furniture, primitives, Red Line

 Hot Wheels, Vintage Toys & More! 
Click “Online Bidding” @ calliebaberauction.com 

to Browse & Bid! Lots Being Added Daily!
Always Taking Consignments! Give us a call! 

ANNUAL TREASURER’S REPORT 
SHILOH TOWNSHIP & ROAD DISTRICT
FISCAL YEAR ENDING MARCH 31, 2019

TOWNSHIP --- REVENUE SUMMARY:
Property Taxes – 63,998.35; Replacement Tax – 1458.66;  Interest –561.47 ;  Dividend – 397.00; Refund – 
3.61; Misc. - 153.80
TOTAL REVENUES: $66,572.89

TOWNSHIP --- COMPENSATION SUMMARY:
Range: Under $25,000.00 ; Randy Grafton;  Kevin Julian; Dave Smith; Hugh Jones; John Saddoris; Kendra 
Saddoris; Michael Christenberry 
TOTAL COMPENSATION: $38,942.67

TOWNSHIP --- EXPENDITURE SUMMARY:
TOIRMA – 2714.00; Mike Steeples-7283.55; All other disbursements less than ($2500) –13,889.05
TOTAL VENDORS: $23,886.60

ROAD DISTRICT --- REVENUE SUMMARY
Property Taxes – 76,831.00; Replacement Tax – 4242.13; Interest Income –4060.63; Dividend –843.00
TOTAL REVENUES: $85,976.76

ROAD DISTRICT --- COMPENSATION SUMMARY Range: Under $25,000.00: Mike Steeples; Joshua Means 
TOTAL COMPENSATION: $15,385.73

ROAD DISTRICT --- EXPENDITURE SUMMARY
TOIRMA – 5766.00; Illini FS Inc. – 9871.09; Edgar County Highway Dept.- 3129.33; House Lumber-3094.00; 
Tuscola Stone-2670.39; All other disbursements less than ($2500) – $12,596.72
TOTAL VENDORS: $37,127.53

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF CONDITION
(Excerpt from Comptroller Report)

     SPECIAL   CAPITAL   DEBT 
   GENERAL   REVENUE   PROJECT   SERVICE

Revenues   57524  95025  0  0 
     (*Line 240)
Expenditures  55539  59803  0  0
     (*Line 270) 
Excess of Revenues Over
(Under) Expenditures  1985  35222  0  0
     (*Line 301)
Transfers In  0  0  0  0 
     (*Line 302)
Transfers Out  0  150000  0  0 
     (*Line 303)
Bond Proceeds  0  0  0  0 
     (*Line 304)
Other   0  0  0  0
     (*Line 305)
Net Increase (Decrease)  1985  35222  0  0
in Fund Balance
     (*Line 306)
Previous Year Fund Balance 44970  277230  0  0
     (*Line 307)
Other   0  0  0  0 
     (*Line 308)
Current Year Ending   46955  162452  150000  0
Fund Balance
     (*Line 310)
TOTAL  DEBT OUTSTANDING ISSUED  RETIRED  OUTSTANDING
  BEGINNING CURRENT  CURRENT  END OF YEAR
  OF YEAR  FISCAL YEAR FISCAL YEAR
  0  0  0  0  
  (*Line 405)  (*Line 411)  (*Line 417)  (*Line 423)
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time during the administration 
of the Estate, by  mailing or 
delivering a Petition to Terminate 
Independent Administration to 
the Edgar County Circuit Clerk, 
at the address indicated below.  
If the Petitioner is a creditor, 
or non-residuary legatee, inde-
pendent administration will be 
terminated only if the Court finds 
that termination is necessary to 
protect the Petitioner’s interest.  A 
Petition in the following form, may 
be used to request termination of 
independent administration:

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS, 

IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of 
ANTHONY URSO, JR., 
deceased
No.  ______________ 
                  

PETITION TO TERMINATE 
INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION

I, ________________________, on 
oath state:
1. On _______________, 
_____, an order was entered 
granting independent adminis-
tration to _________________, as 
Independent Administrator.
2. I am an interested per-
son in this estate an heir/creditor.
3. I request that 
independent administration be 
terminated.
________________________ 
Signature of Petitioner
Signed and sworn to before me 
this ____ day of ____________, 
_______.

 ________________________
 Notary Public   

End of Form

In addition to the right to request 
termination of independent 

administration, an interested per-
son may petition the court to hold 
a hearing and resolve any particu-
lar question that may arise during 
independent administration, even 
though supervised administration 
has not been requested (755 
ILCS 5/28-5).  The Independent 
Administrator must mail a copy 
of the estate inventory and final 
account to each interested person 
and must send notice to or obtain 
the approval of each interested 
person before the estate can be 
closed (755 ILCS 5/28-6 and 
5/28-11).  Any interested person 
has the right to question or object 
to any item included in or admitted 
from an inventory or account or to 
insist on a full court accounting 
of all receipts and disbursements 
with prior notice as required in 
supervised administration (755 
ILCS 5/28-11).

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is further given of the 
death of ANTHONY URSO, JR., 
who resided in Edgar County, 
Illinois and that Letters of Office 
were issued on April 9, 2019, to 
SCOTT M. HALL, 707 Douglas 
Street, Paris, Illinois 61944, as 
Independent Administrator of the 
Estate, whose attorney is LARRY 
B. JONES.  Claims against the 
estate may be filed in the Office 
of the Circuit Clerk at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Room M, 
Paris, Illinois 61944, or with the 
representative, or both, on or 
before October 21, 2019, which 
is 6 months after the first date 
of publication of this Notice, or, if 
applicable, within 3 months from 
the date of mailing or delivery of 
this notice, whichever is later.  Any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred.  Copies of the claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 

after it has been filed.

SCOTT M. HALL, Independent 
Administrator of the Estate of  
ANTHONY URSO, JR., deceased

Larry B. Jones ARDC #3122653
JONES & GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, P.C.
Attorneys for the 
Independent Administrator
110 E. Washington, 
P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Tele:  (217) 465-7525
Fax:   (217) 466-2230

Public Notice
Triple A Storage of Paris will sell 
or dispose of contents by May 15, 
2019 in units:
#2 to Eric Masles
#5 rented to Ronnie Lagrand
#20 rented to Angela Tingley
Pursuant to Self Storage Act

NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO 
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT AND 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO 
REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

Saturday, April 27, 2019
Village of Brocton (Edgar County) 
201 S Boyer Ave
Brocton, IL  61917
 (217) 385-2359

These notices shall satisfy two 
separate but related procedural 
requirements for activities to 
be undertaken by the Village of 
Brocton.

REQUEST FOR 
RELEASE OF FUNDS

On or about May 17, 2019, the 
Village of Brocton will submit a 
request to the Illinois Department 
of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity (DCEO) for the re-
lease of Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) funds 
under Title I of the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 

1974, as amended, to undertake 
a project known as the Village of 
Brocton CDBG Grant #15-242041 
the project consists of water sys-
tem improvements which consists 
of 9,730 lineal feet of replacement 
of 6” water main, hydrants, meters 
and all related costs in the Village 
of Brocton in (Edgar County, 
Illinois).  The review area is located 
on Broadway Street, Graham Ave, 
South Howard Street, South 
Boyer Street, McVay Street, Canal 
Street, Deames Ave, 3rd Street, 
4th Street, 6th Street, and 7th 
Street in Brocton, IL 61917.  The to-
tal estimated construction costs 
of $500,000 will be funded as fol-
lows: $500,000 CDBG grant.  The 
construction is planned to start 
in the Fall of 2019 and planned to 
be completed by Spring/Summer 
2020.

FINDING OF NO 
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The Village of Brocton has deter-
mined that the project will have no 
significant impact on the human 
environment.  Therefore, an 
Environmental Impact Statement 
under the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is 
not required.  Additional project 
information is contained in the 
Environmental Review Record 
(ERR) on file at Village of Brocton, 
c/o Dennis Cary, 201 S Boyer Ave 
Brocton, IL, 61917 and at Milano 
and Grunloh Engineers, 114 W 
Washington Avenue, Effingham, 
IL  62401; or by calling Village 
President at 217-385-2359 or 
by calling Milano and Grunloh 
Engineers at (217) 347-7262 for 
additional information about this 
proposed project and may be 
examined or copied weekdays 
9:00 A.M to 4:00 P.M.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency 

may submit written comments 
on the ERR to Village of Brocton, 
c/o Dennis Cary, 201 S Boyer Ave 
Brocton, IL 61917.  All comments 
received by May 16, 2019 will 
be considered by the Village of 
Brocton prior to authorizing sub-
mission of a request for release of 
funds.  Comments should specify 
which Notice they are addressing.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
CERTIFICATION

The Village of Brocton certifies to 
Illinois Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity 
(DCEO) that Dennis Cary in his 
capacity as the Village of Brocton 
Board President consents to ac-
cept the jurisdiction of the Federal 
Courts if an action is brought 
to enforce responsibilities in 
relation to the environmental 
review process and that these re-
sponsibilities have been satisfied.  
DCEO’s approval of the certifica-
tion satisfies its responsibilities 
under NEPA and related laws and 
authorities and allows the Village 
of Brocton to use Program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO 
RELEASE OF FUNDS

DCEO will accept objections to its 
release of funds and the Village 
of Brocton’s certification for a 
period of fifteen days following 
the anticipated submission date 
or its actual receipt of the request 
(whichever is later) only if they are 
on one of the following bases: (a) 
the certification was not executed 
by the Certifying Officer of the 
Village of Brocton; (b) The Village 
of Brocton has omitted a step or 
failed to make a decision or find-
ing required by HUD regulations 
at 24 CFR part 58; (c) the grant 
recipient or other participants 
in the development process 
have committed funds, incurred 
costs or undertaken activities 

not authorized by 24 CFR Part 
58 before approval of a release 
of funds by DCEO; or (d) another 
Federal agency acting pursuant to 
40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted 
a written finding that the project 
is unsatisfactory from the stand-
point of environmental quality.  
Objections must be prepared and 
submitted in accordance with 
the required procedures (24 CFR 
Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall be 
addressed to Illinois Department 
of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity, CDBG Unit, at 500 
East Monroe Street, Springfield, 
Illinois  62701.  Potential objectors 
should contact DCEO at (217) 
558-4106 to verify the actual last 
day of the objection period.

Dennis Cary, Village of Brocton 
Board President

The Village of Redmon is 
seeking sealed bids for con-
struction/remodeling work on 
the Village Hall.  Work to include 
replacing siding, re-framing 
window, replacing & adding entry 
doors & installing storm doors.  
For additional information please 
contact Mike Pine @ 217-251-
1690.  Proof of insurance must be 
provided with all bids.  Bids must 
be submitted by 7:00pm on May 
13th.

If 

didn’t tell you … 

WHO  
WOULD?

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – A pair 
of reports released this week 
offered supporting arguments 
for one of Democratic Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker’s top priorities: 
increasing investment in early 
childhood education.

Both reports, one by a 
group of law enforcement of-
ficials and another by leading 
business executives, use data 
from the Illinois State Depart-
ment of Education that shows 
roughly three-quarters of all 
students entering kindergar-
ten in Illinois lack necessary 
school readiness skills in at 
least one of three critical areas 
– social-emotional develop-
ment, literacy or math. Only 
about a quarter of all new 
kindergarteners demonstrate 
school readiness in all three 
categories.

Because of that, the reports 
argue, many of those children 
fall behind in their early ele-
mentary years and have diffi-
culty throughout their school 
careers, leading to a wide range 
of social problems, including 
a lack of workforce skills and 

a higher propensity to get in-
volved with crime later in life.

“Research has shown that 
high-quality early childhood 
education can result in more 
successful outcomes, particu-
larly for at-risk children from 
low-income families,” wrote 
the authors of the first report, 
“Illinois’ Path to Prosperity.”

That report, written by a 
group of law enforcement of-
ficials known as “Fight Crime: 
Invest in Kids Illinois,” suggests 
children enrolled in quality 
preschool and child develop-
ment programs are more likely 
to complete high school and 
significantly less likely to be 
arrested for violent crimes after 
they become adults.

“Illinois spends $2.3 billion 
each year to house adults in 
prisons and jails, and experi-
ences violent crime at rates 15 
percent more than the nation-
al average,” the organization 
said. “One solution we have to 
combat this epidemic is invest-
ing in our youngest residents: 
research shows that children 
who participate in high-qual-
ity early childhood programs 
are more likely to succeed in 

school and less likely to com-
mit crime later down the line.”

The second report, released 
Wednesday by a group of busi-
ness executives called Ready-
Nation, argues early childhood 
education is an important 
component of workforce de-
velopment because it lays the 
foundation for the kinds of soft 
skills like social and emotional 
development that are critical 
for success later in life.

“If not addressed and re-
solved, these school-readiness 
issues can easily turn into 
workforce-readiness issues 
that – down the road – are very 
literally bad for business,” Jeff 
Griffin, president of the Peoria 
Area Chamber of Commerce, 
said during a news conference 
in that city where the report 
was unveiled. 

Both organizations are part 
of the same national umbrella 
organization called the Coun-
cil for a Strong America, a non-
partisan, nonprofit group that 
advocates for workforce devel-
opment programs. And both 
reports came out less than a 
week before Illinois lawmakers 
return from their spring break 

Two reports endorse investment 
in early childhood education

to begin the final stretch of 
the 2019 regular session.

Pritzker’s budget propos-
al calls for a $100 million 
increase in general revenue 
funding for early childhood 
education. That would be 
the largest single-year in-
crease in state history and 
would boost total funding 
for those programs to just 
more than $636 million.

That, however, is only 
one of many significant 
funding increases Pritzker 
is proposing, and all of his 
spending proposals rely on 
lawmakers approving a host 
of new taxes – including tax-
es on plastic shopping bags; 
higher tobacco taxes; and 
new taxes on sports wager-
ing and legalized marijuana, 
to name a few – as well as 
other budget maneuvers 
that include reducing or de-
laying scheduled payments 
into state-funded pension 
systems.

Lawmakers will return to 
the Statehouse to begin the 
final stretch of the regular 
session on Tuesday, April 
30.

ROSE AND BARRETT MEET

Special to The Prairie Press

State Senator Chapin Rose (R-Mahomet) welcomes Edgar Coun-
ty Circuit Clerk Angela Barrett to the Capitol in Springfield.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHICAGO — In May, 
House Bill (HB)-2265 heads 
to the Senate, and if enacted, 
would require all Illinois mid-
dle schools serving grades 6th, 
7th, and 8th to provide a civics 
course. The bill passed with 
overwhelming bi-partisan sup-
port in the House; if passed by 
the Senate, it would not only 
provide our state with a histor-

ic opportunity to restore the 
role of our schools in educating 
our next generation of citizens 
but paves the way for a brighter 
future in Illinois.

The Robert R. McCor-
mick Foundation can provide 
leading experts on the effort, 
including the director for the 
foundation’s Democracy Pro-
gram, Shawn Healy.

Young Illinoisans are 
ill-prepared for their role as 

citizens in our democracy. 
Only 23 percent of 8th grad-
ers tested proficiently in civics 
on the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress in 2014, 
and this comes at a time when 
nearly half of schools have cut 
back on time devoted to civic 
learning and the social studies 
more generally. Even school 
administrators agree: Accord-
ing to a 2018 Education Week 
survey, 57 percent of middle 

Middle school civics bill heads to Senate

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — The 
2019 Illinois State Fair Illinois 
Lottery Grandstand’s opening 
weekend of ticket sales for this 
year’s entertainment lineup 
smashed previous on sale re-
cords. $1.1 million in tickets 
were sold over this past Easter 
weekend.

The 28,000-plus tickets sold 
over the first weekend sur-
passed the previous high mark 
of 17,390 sold in 2017. The 
2017 overall grandstand ticket 
sales set an all-time record with 
59,023 tickets sold.

“Our state fair brings people 
together from across the state 
and country to celebrate all that 
Illinois has to offer. I’m thrilled 
that this year’s fair looks to be 

one of our best yet, with excit-
ing entertainment, delicious 
food, and fun for all of our fami-
lies,” said Governor JB Pritzker. 
“I’m grateful to our staff for all 
of their hard work and looking 
forward to joining Illinoisans 
for the festivities in August.”

“Our staff has worked ex-
tremely hard this year in con-
junction with our Production 
Agency, Fun, Fairs & Festivals, 
to ensure that we have diverse 
artists that appeal to every mu-
sical taste,” said Illinois State 
Fair Manager Kevin Gordon. 
“The first weekend of ticket 
sales was incredible. If this is 
any indication, these shows 
could sell out, so we encourage 
you to get your tickets as soon 
as possible.”

Tickets may be purchased 

through ticketmaster.com, 
where customers are able to 
pick their seats through an in-
teractive map. Best available 
tickets may be purchased in 
person at the Illinois State Fair 
box office, currently located in 
the Emmerson Building on the 
Illinois State Fairgrounds or by 
phone at 217-782-1979. The 
Illinois State Fair box office 
is open from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. The 
Illinois State Fair box office and 
ticketmaster.com are the only 
authorized vendors for Illinois 
Lottery grandstand tickets. For 
additional information please 
visit the Illinois State Fair web-
site at www.illinoisstatefair.
info. 

Fans can also enhance their 
experience while attending an 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

Paris High School students 
Emma Campbell, Hannah 
Evans, Kayla Cheesman, Kay-
lin Abshier, Tanner Clark and 
Austin Ricketts have earned 
Food Production Manager 
Certification.  

The Illinois Department of 
Public Health requires that all 
food service establishments 
preparing and serving food 
have someone certified in food 

safety on the premises at all 
times food is being handled.  

In order to receive certifi-
cation, the students took the 
approved ServSafe training 
course offered in the culinary 
occupations course at Paris 
High School. This is a national-
ly recognized certificate issued 
by the National Restaurant As-
sociation.  

Students had to pass the 
ServSafe examination with at 
least a 75 percent.

PHS students received 
national certification

Special to The Prairie Press

Paris High School students, left to right, Kaytlin Asbshier, 
Tanner Clark and Austin Ricketts recently completed national 
ServSafe testing and certification as food production manager 
by the National Restaurant Association. Obtaining the certifica-
tion was part of their course work in the high school’s culinary 
occupations course.

Special to The Prairie Press

Paris High School students, left to right, Emma Campbell, 
Hannah Evans and Kayla Cheesman recently completed national 
ServSafe testing and certification as food production manager 
by the National Restaurant Association. Obtaining the certifica-
tion was part of their course work in the high school’s culinary 
occupations course.

Record ticket sales for 2019 Illinois State Fair
Illinois State Fair Illinois 
Lottery Grandstand show 
by purchasing Stage Side 
Party tickets. The Stage Side 
Parties, held prior to each 
night’s show, are sponsored 
by the Illinois Pork Produc-
ers and offer guests com-
plimentary food as well as 
refreshments for sale. It also 
allows them into their desig-
nated seating/standing areas 
prior to the venue opening. 
A limited number of party 
tickets are available for each 
show for an additional $30 
each and can be purchased 
at the same time concert go-
ers are buying their grand-
stand ticket. A concert ticket 
and stage side party ticket 
are both required to enter 
the party.

school leaders reported 
their schools spend too 
little time on civics, blam-
ing its marginalization on 
other tested and required 
subjects.

In 2015, a similar bill 
passed the General Assem-
bly and was signed by Gov-
ernor Rauner that required 
all Illinois high schools to 
offer a semester-long civics 
course to graduate. 
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BRIEFLY
‘Hamilton: The 
Exhibition’ to 
debut in Chicago

CHICAGO (AP) — An exhibi-
tion that producers are touting 
as a 360-degree immersive 
experience to accompany 
“Hamilton” the musical is set 
to debut in Chicago.

“Hamilton: The Exhibition” 
opens Saturday in a temporary 
building erected on the city’s 
Northerly Island along Lake 
Michigan. Producers say the 
exhibit’s 19 rooms chronicle 
the life of founding father 
Alexander Hamilton. Musical 
author Lin-Manuel Miranda 
is scheduled to greet the first 
visitors Saturday morning. He 
also is one of the narrators on 
the exhibit’s audio tour.

Plans are for the exhibit to 
travel to other cities.

Chicago expecting 
cherry blossoms

CHICAGO (AP) — Washing-
ton D.C. may be famous for its 
cherry blossom season but 
Chicago will have one of its 
own this year too.

The Chicago Tribune reports 
about 160 young flowering 
cherry trees planted near 
the Museum of Science and 
Industry are mature enough to 
put on a show this spring. The 
trees were planted in 2013 in 
honor of the 120th anniversary 
of the 1893 Chicago World’s 
Fair. The blooms are expected 
to be at their peak during the 
first or second week of May. 
The Chicago Park District plans 
to offer status updates on its 
website .

Chicago Park District Oper-
ations Support Manager Karen 
Szyjka says the cherry trees in 
Jackson Park are the largest 
collection in the Chicago 
area and were planted for the 
Japanese practice of cherry 
blossom viewing.

Hearing held for 
driver of truck 
that struck state 
trooper

FREEPORT, Ill. (AP) — A 
truck driver accused of reck-
less homicide in the death of 
an Illinois State Police trooper 
allegedly fell asleep multiple 
times before the crash.

Craig W. Dittmar was 
allegedly driving the semitrail-
er that slammed into Trooper 
Brooke Jones-Story on March 
28 while she inspected another 
semitrailer on Route 20 near 
Freeport.

State Police Sgt. Charles 
Davidson, during a preliminary 
hearing Thursday, testified 
Dittmar admitted falling asleep 
and took a short nap earlier 
during his trip from Joliet.

Defense attorney Christo-
pher DeRango argued against 
the state’s assertion Dittmar 
suffered from a condition that 
impaired his driving. Stephen-
son County State’s Attorney 
Carl Larson argued Dittmar 
continued to drive though he 
knew his condition hindered 
his ability to drive safely.

Judge Michael Bald found 
probable cause to charge Dit-
tmar with two counts of reck-
less homicide and one count of 
operating while fatigued. 

7 in intensive care 
after gas leak

BEACH PARK, Ill. (AP) — 
Seven people, including a 
firefighter, remain in intensive 
care after they were injured in 
an ammonia leak in Illinois.

Lake County Sheriff’s 
spokesman Christopher 
Covelli said Friday the major-
ity of the 37 people injured 
Thursday have been treated 
and released from hospitals. 
Toxic gas plumes formed and 
lingered for several hours 
when anhydrous ammonia 
leaked from containers being 
pulled by a tractor in Beach 
Park, about 40 miles (65 ki-
lometers) north of downtown 
Chicago.

The injured included 11 
firefighters and three police 
officers.

Not enough to go around
Senate panel looks for revenue suggestions to fund long list of infrastructure projects 

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Stake-
holders from northern Illinois 
added to the state’s list of cap-
ital funding requests Monday, 
April 22, as lawmakers from 
both sides of the aisle acknowl-
edged more revenue would 
be necessary to get the state’s 
infrastructure back in working 
order. 

“The need is great; the reve-
nue is problematic,” said state 
Sen. Donald DeWitte, a St. 
Charles Republican.

The meeting at the Gail Bor-
den Public Library in Elgin was 
the fifth of eight in a statewide 
tour of the Illinois Senate sub-
committee on capital.  Law-
makers heard from elected 
officials, higher education rep-
resentatives, local contractors 
and human service providers. 

All of them joined the cho-
rus of state-funded entities 
lamenting the negative effects 
of a two-year budget impasse 
and the fact the state has gone 
nearly 10 years without a cap-
ital infrastructure bill. 

Their requests included 
funding for community col-
lege buildings, wastewater and 
sewage projects, roads, bridges, 

infrastructure at domestic vio-
lence shelters and other human 
service providers which were 
hit hard by the impasse, and 
more. 

Committee members 
pressed local stakeholders to 
name revenue sources they 
would support in order to 
make a capital funding bill pos-
sible. 

“Let’s talk about both issues 
(revenue and capital needs),” 
DeWitte said. “The wish list is 
getting longer, but [the list of] 
ideas about how we fund all of 
this seems to be getting shorter 
meeting after meeting.” 

Chicago Democratic state 
Sen. Martin Sandoval, the 
committee chair, said votes 
on added revenue will occur 
before capital bill discussions 
once legislators return to ses-
sion on April 30 

“We’ve got a lot of tough 
votes to take,” Sandoval said. 
“Fair tax. Bag tax. Recreation-
al marijuana tax. Gaming tax. 
Capital bill. We have to get 
through all the previous afore-
mentioned revenue streams 
before we get to a capital bill.” 

The local stakeholders were 
generally supportive of new 
revenue streams, with some of 

the most popular topics being 
an installation of tolling on 
Interstate 80 and an increase 
to the state gas tax, which cur-
rently is 19 cents per gallon, 
although a sales tax is also ap-
plied to motor fuel in Illinois. 

Their other suggestions in-
cluded taxes on services, taxes 
on warehouses which are a hub 
for heavy delivery trucks which 
damage roads, an increase to 
recordation fees on real estate 
transactions, taxes on lodging 
services such as Airbnb, taxes 
on delivery services such as 
FedEx, additional taxes on al-
cohol and cigarettes and more. 

The local elected officials 
also requested greater fund-
ing of the Local Government 
Distributive Fund, which has 
been cut in recent years. Elgin 
Mayor Dave Kaptain said the 
increase could be mandated 
for infrastructure use, and lo-
cal governments could then 
decide how the dollars would 
be spent. 

John Schmitt, Algonquin 
village president, said more 
revenue streams are needed be-
cause, “we can’t just keep going 
back to property taxes,” and, 
“we’ve got to have a constant 
annual source of revenue.”

“It’s not going to be easy. We 
got elected to get things done. 
We didn’t get elected to be 
nice. There’s going to be some 
anger in this state, but that’s 
why we got elected, to get it 
done. We’re not doing our job 
if we can’t stick our necks out 
and get it done,” Schmitt said. 

Sandoval said he has taken 
criticism for his Senate Bill 
103, which would double the 
gas tax to 38 cents while in-
creasing all vehicle registration 
fees to $148 from $98 for regu-
lar vehicles and $17.50 for elec-
tric vehicles. 

License fees would also in-
crease in the bill, which would 
raise approximately $2 billion 
in revenue for road and bridge 
projects. 

“And that’s just horizontal 
projects,” Sandoval said, add-
ing that more revenue streams 
would be needed to fund ver-
tical projects such as college 
buildings and police and fire 
stations. 

Sandoval called on his Re-
publican colleagues to sup-
port added revenues to make 
a capital bill possible, noting 
that only one person – Chica-
go Democrat Ram Villivalam 
– has signed on as a cosponsor 

to his bill. 
DeWitte, a freshman Re-

publican, said he was ready to 
move beyond the former Re-
publican Gov. Bruce Rauner 
years, and investment from the 
state is needed to bring eco-
nomic development. 

“As Chairman Sandoval said, 
it’s going to take everyone do-
ing their share on the lift. I’m al-
most ready to do that,” he said. 
“I think the longer we wait, the 
more expensive it becomes. It’s 
a cliché, but this has been put 
off way too long in this state. 
Without solid infrastructure, 
there’s no reason for anyone 
to come here and invest. That’s 
the key to economic develop-
ment in this state, which will 
help lift us out of all of the 
abysses that we are dealing 
with on numerous fronts with-
in the state of Illinois.”

Another bill, House Bill 
3823 carried by Rep. Andre 
Thapedi (D-Chicago), would 
increase the gas tax even fur-
ther while phasing out the sales 
tax on motor fuel among other 
wide-ranging changes. While it 
is backed by the Illinois Cham-
ber of Commerce, it has no 
co-sponsors and remains in the 
House Rules Committee. 

COMMUNITY DEMANDS ANSWERS AFTER BOY’S DEATH

Special to The Prairie Press

Mourners gather outside the home of 5-year-old Andrew “AJ” Freund for a vigil Wednesday, April 24, in Crystal Lake. Andrew’s 
body was found in a wooded area in Woodstock Wednesday, and the boy’s parents have been charged with his murder.

CHICAGO (AP) — Disturbing 
details emerged Thursday, April 25, of 
the torture authorities say preceded the 
beating death of a 5-year-old Illinois boy 
who had extensive contact with child 
welfare workers, escalating scrutiny of a 
state agency already being reviewed be-
cause of the recent deaths of two other 
children.

Court documents allege Andrew "AJ" 
Freund's parents killed him by beating 
him and subjecting him to long, cold 
showers. An autopsy determined the 
boy died from blunt force trauma to his 
head and had been struck multiple times.

His plastic-wrapped body was found 
Wednesday in a shallow grave a few miles 
from the family's home in Crystal Lake, 
about 50 miles (80 kilometers) north-
west of Chicago. Child welfare workers 
had been called repeatedly to the dilap-
idated and filthy house that stunk of dog 
feces.

Details of the gruesome death raised 
the question: Why did those workers 
not leave with the boy?

"This agency, there is no direction, 
no mission and it certainly has not been 
protecting children," said state Rep. Sara 
Feigenholtz, a Chicago Democrat who 
chairs the House Adoption and Child 
Welfare Committee.

Marc D. Smith, the new director of 
the Illinois Department of Children and 
Family Services, will appear before law-
makers Friday.

The child's parents, 36-year-old Joann 
Cunningham and 60-year-old Andrew 
Freund Sr., appeared in court Thurs-
day on first-degree murder and other 
charges. A judge ordered both held in jail 
on $5 million bail.

Prosecutors read charging documents 
that alleged the boy was killed three days 
before his parents reported him missing 
last Thursday. The details fueled concern 
about how many other children could 
face the same kind of danger that "AJ" did 
in his short life.

"I got the sense from what I read 
that the cops were essentially begging 
(DCFS) to take the child," said Feigen-
holz, referring to the media reports that 
DCFS in 2018 alone visited the house 
to investigate allegations of neglect and 
determined those allegations unfound-
ed. "There were so many calls made, so 
many signs of trouble and still nothing 
was done."

She said the agency's leadership has 
been a revolving door, with 13 directors 
since 2003 — many of them interim. 
Another concern stems from the tough 
financial situation the state has found it-
self in for years.

"We have huge budgetary problems 
and this is a byproduct of not taking care 
of the real issues," said Rep. Blaine Wil-
hour, a Beecher City Republican. "These 
are the core services that are being hol-
lowed out (and) the most vulnerable 

people are the ones that end up getting 
hurt."

Then there are questions about 
whether it is too difficult for child wel-
fare workers to remove children from 
their homes, and too easy for parents to 
have their children returned to them.

Those questions were raised in two 
recent cases that prompted Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker to order an independent review 
of DCFS.

The research center Chapin Hall at 
the University of Chicago is expected 
next month to issue what Pritzker called 
actionable recommendations into how 
the DCFS’s Intact Family Services Unit 
functions.

But Chapin Hall has shared one con-
clusion in a press release: “With the low-
est foster care entry rate in the nation, 
Illinois has a high threshold for child 
removal.”

Illinois DCFS under fire

Special to The Prairie Press

In this Wednesday, April 24, photo, community members in Crystal Lake, hold 
a vigil in memory of 5-year-old Andrew “AJ” Freund. Authorities searching for 
the missing Illinois boy who had lived in deplorable conditions dug up his body 
Wednesday and charged his parents with murder, sadly declaring that the young-
ster would “no longer have to suffer.”

BY GRANT MORGAN
gmorgan@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Illinois Department of 
Public Health announced 
Tuesday a slate of initiatives 
to increase vaccination rates 
statewide. 

There have been seven 
cases of measles in the Land 
of Lincoln so far this year, 
and more than 600 in 22 
states around the country.

“We are taking the threat 
posed by a rise in measles 
cases very seriously and are 
committed to taking action 
to keep Illinoisans safe,” 
Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritz-
ker said in a news release. 

The initiatives include 
a marketing campaign to 
combat extensive misinfor-
mation about vaccines, and 
bringing temporary mobile 
clinics to under-vaccinated 
neighborhoods and high-
ly-attended community 
events, such as fairs, cele-
brations and religious gath-
erings. 

“I’m glad they are ad-
dressing it and taking it se-
riously,” said Tom Hughes, 
executive director of the 
Illinois Public Health Asso-
ciation, an advocacy group 
for local health departments 
and public health workers. 

Hughes’ organization is 
starting a similar campaign 
to increase vaccination rates 
and education. He doesn’t 
know whether the state de-
partment will work with the 
Health Association.

“I don’t know if there’s a 
role for IPHA to play in this, 
but we’ll do whatever we 
can to support it,” he said. 

The department’s an-
nouncement also outlined 
its plan to assess schools 
with student vaccination 
rates of less than 95 per-
cent. It cited transportation, 
health clinic hours, compli-
cated paperwork and long 
wait times as the main bar-
riers to completing routine 
vaccinations. 

According to current law, 
all Illinois students must be 
vaccinated to attend school, 
but some children do not 
get inoculated because of re-
ligious exemptions or lack of 
school enforcement. 

“Vaccination is our best 
tool to protect our families,” 
IDPH Director Ngozi Ezike, 
an internist and pediatrician, 
said. She was appointed to 
Pritzker’s administration in 
late January. 

Stepping 
up against 
measles 
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